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Suicide Attack:

Identities of
15 martyred

revealed
QUETTA (UNA): The
Home Department  of
Balochistan and the Civil
Hospital Quetta have re-
leased the names of the
15 people martyred in
Tuesday night’s suicide
bombing near the
Balochistan National
Party (BNP) gathering at
Saryab. Among the vic-
tims is Hanif Ahmed, a
Special Branch driver
from Lakki Marwat. The
others include five from
Quetta,  three from
Nushki, two from Jhal
Magsi, one each from
Kharan, Dalbandin, and
Sanghar.

The deceased in-
clude Bashir Ahmed
(Quetta), Hafizullah
(Quetta), Muhammad
Ishaq (Nushki),
Najeebullah (Qalat), Allah
Bakhsh (Jhal Magsi),
Najeebullah Qamberani
(Kharan), Nasrullah
(Quetta), Abdul Nabi
(Quetta), Shan (Jhal
Magsi), Muhammad
Ahsan (Nushki), Arshad
Rajput (Sanghar), Madad
Khan (Nushki), Waqar
Ahmed (Dalbandin), and
Ali Nawaz (Quetta).

The bodies have
been transported to their
native towns for final
rites.

Governor vows to develop
backward areas of Balochistan

Terrorists will never be
allowed to derail peace in
Balochistan: CM Bugti
Vows strict action after Quetta stadium blast, directs

foolproof security for Rabi-ul-Awal programs

Targeting political gatherings is an act of open terrorism
All institutions should operate within constitutional framework: Achakzai

global survey that highlighted the min-
eral wealth of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
being exploited without benefiting its
own people. “Natural resources must
be used for the well-being of the local
population,” he stressed.

He warned government officers
and institutional heads to refrain from
political interference. “If someone in
uniform has political ambitions, they
should resign and join politics openly.
Political engineering from official of-
fices will no longer be tolerated,” he
said. Achakzai reaffirmed his party’s
support for traders affected by the
recent violence, pledging to stand with
them in their struggle for peace and
economic justice.

Mengal, has the right to hold political
rallies such attacks are unacceptable,”
he said, expressing solidarity with the
business community.

Achakzai envisioned Chaman as a
potent ial economic hub, stating,
“Chaman has the potential to become
the next Hong Kong if trade is facili-
tated properly.”

Also addressing the gathering were
leaders of the Central Traders Associa-
tion including Abdul Rahim Kakar, Wali
Muhammad Noorzai, Syed Abdul
Khaliq Agha, and Muhammad Akram
Tareen, who echoed concerns over eco-
nomic challenges and security threats.

The PkMAP chief criticized the
misuse of provincial resources, citing a

businessmen could gain international
recognition. “You’ll be sitting here and
receiving orders on your computers,”
he told the business community, urging

the Chamber of Small Traders, He
stressed the crucial role of the busi-
ness community, calling traders the
“backbone of the country.” He urged
them to conduct business with hon-
esty, noting that fair and transparent
trade can solve many of the people’s
problems.

He emphasized the role of trad-
ers in nation-building, calling them the
“backbone of the country.” He added,
“If trade is conducted honestly, it be-
comes a sacred profession. Imam Abu
Hanifa himself was a trader whose pi-
ety and honesty are guiding principles
for us all.”

Achakzai said that by proving
themselves to be honest traders, local

QUETTA (ANN): Pashtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PkMAP) Chairman
Mehmood Khan Achakzai has said that
Pakistan is deeply entangled in politi-
cal turmoil and needs to return to a
system rooted in a social contract,
where all institutions operate within a
constitutional framework.

He called for clean, transparent
trade practices and urged state institu-
tions to support rather than obstruct
business activities. He emphasized that
honesty must be embraced for eco-
nomic prosperity, adding that any trad-
ers found involved in illegal activities
should be punished without political
backing.

Speaking at a dinner hosted by

Emphasized role of traders in
nation-building, calling
them the “backbone of

the country”

them to reform their attitudes and prac-
tices.

Achakzai condemned the recent
blast and said targeting political gather-
ings is an act of open terrorism. “Ev-
eryone, including Sardar Akhtar Jan

QUETTA (6 AM Report)
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that
all measures to restore
peace would be made more
effective, stressing that no
negligence in protecting the
lives and property of citi-
zens would be tolerated.

CM Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday chaired a high-
level meeting on law and
order at the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat fol-
lowing Tuesday night’s
blast at Shahwani Stadium.

During the briefing,
Additional Chief Secretary
for Home Hamza Shafqat
and Acting Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Saeed Wazir
informed the meeting about
the incident and the secu-
rity situation.

Speaking at the ses-
sion, He directed the Home
Department to keep the
public and media informed

about the government’s ac-
tions and facts surrounding
the incident to curb rumors
and ensure transparency.

The Chief Minister
vowed that those respon-
sible for the Shahwani Sta-
dium attack would be
brought to justice and stated
firmly that terrorists would
not be allowed to sabotage
peace in Balochistan. He
assured the families of the
martyrs that the govern-
ment stands with them and
added that the injured were
receiving the best medical
treatment. Severely injured
victims, he said, would be
shifted to Karachi through
the provincial
government’s air service if
necessary for advanced
care.

Bugti underlined that
in view of current threat
alerts, political parties and
citizens must fully cooper-

ate with the government
and security institutions.
“This is a time for unity and
solidarity to foil the nefari-
ous designs of miscreants,”
he remarked.

He also directed the
preparation of a foolproof
security plan for the up-
coming 12th Rabi-ul-Awal
programs, urging the pub-
lic to extend full coopera-
tion during religious gath-
erings and processions to
ensure peaceful obser-
vance.

The meeting was at-
tended by Chief Secretary
Shakil Qadir Khan, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
Home Hamza Shafqat, Act-
ing IG Police Saeed Wazir,
Principal Secretary Babar
Khan, Commissioner
Quetta Division Shahzeb
Kakar, DG Levies Abdul
Ghafar Magsi, and other
senior officials.

QUETTA: Balochistan Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhel addressing a Pub-
lic Jirga during his one-day visit to Kanmehtarzai.

QUETTA: CM Mir Sarfraz Bugti presides over the meeting to review law and order situation.

PM attends China’s grand 80th
World War II anniversary parade

QUETTA (APP)-
Balochistan Governor
Jaffar Khan Mandokhel
said that government is
committed to the develop-
ment and constructive
transformation of remote
and backward areas.

He said that due to the
dispersed population, pro-
viding all facilities to the
people of remote districts
at their doorsteps is a big
challenge. He expressed
these views while address-
ing a public jirga consisting
of political leaders, tribal el-
ders and Awami National
Party workers in Kan
Mehtarzai.On the occasion
of a one-day visit, the Gov-
ernor of Balochistan for-
mally inaugurated the Grid
Station and Singer Road.

A large number of
people including Speaker
Provincial Assembly Cap-
tain Abdul Khaliq Achakzai,
Provincial Ministers Mir
Shoaib Noshirwani, Mir

Asim Kurd Gillu, Noor
Muhammad Dummar,
Member Provincial Assem-
bly Zarq Khan Mandokhel,
Hadiya Nawaz, Awami Na-
tional Party leader Malik
Amanullah Mehtarzai and
former Member Provincial
Assembly Shahina Kakar
were present.

Addressing at the cer-
emony, the Governor said
that we are well aware of
the lack of facilities and op-
portunities that you all
have to face every day say-
ing that we are solving the
problems being faced by
people in terms of health
facilities, education, water,
roads and electricity in a
sequential manner accord-
ing to our capabilities.

Governor Balochistan
said that to reduce the pres-
sure on cities, we should de-
velop infrastructure in ru-
ral areas along with educa-
tion, health and clean water
adding that this balanced

approach would ensure the
overall development of our
province.

I will convey your is-
sues regarding the widening
of roads in Kan Mehtarzai,
establishment of more edu-
cational institutions, provi-
sion of medical facilities and
access to clean water to the
authorities of both the fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments, he said.

Governor Mandokhel
said that unfortunately,
both our cities and villages
are backward in terms of
modern development and
facilities, but rural areas are
facing many difficulties due
to lack of basic facilities and
opportunities.

He said that investing
in rural development
projects and improving the
quality of life for all are
among our priorities as we
encourage the active par-
ticipation of citizens in ru-
ral development.

PM telephones
Balochistan CM
to condole deaths
in Quetta blast

BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednes-
day telephoned Chief Min-
ister Balochistan Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti to express
deep sorrow over the tragic
blast that struck a political
rally in Quetta, claiming
multiple lives and injuring
several others.

The prime minister,
who is currently on his of-
ficial visit to  China,
strongly condemned the
blast and conveyed deep
grief over the loss of pre-
cious lives in the blast. He
also prayed for the speedy
recovery of the injured.

“The terrorists in-
volved in the blast will be
traced and given exemplary
punishment,” the prime
minister said.

He said the attack on
the political rally was clear
evidence of the nefarious
conspiracy by terrorists to
spread chaos in
Balochistan.

“Terrorists are en-
emies of peace and devel-
opment in Balochistan,”
the prime minister said,
vowing to continue war
against terrorism until com-
plete eradication of this
menace from the country.

Premier directs
NDMA to ensure

preparedness, early
warnings as river

levels surge
BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday directed the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
to complete preparations
for rescue and relief opera-
tions, considering the rise
of water levels in Ravi,
Chenab and Sutlej rivers.

The prime minister,
who is currently on a visit
to China, telephoned the
NDMA Chairman Lt Gen-
eral Inam Haider Malik,
and directed him to issue
early warnings to the pub-
lic regarding the rising wa-
ter levels in the said rivers.

He also instructed the
Authority to fully cooper-
ate with provincial govern-
ments to expedite safety
measures and relief opera-
tions.   The NDMA Chair-
man briefed the prime min-
ister on the flood situation
in Pakistan and ongoing re-
lief operations, as well as
the rising water levels in
three rivers.

Iranian envoy
flays Quetta

attack
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Iran to Pa-
kistan,  Reza Amiri
Moghadam on Wednesday
categorically condemned
the inhumane and cowardly
terrorist attack in Quetta’s
Shahwani Stadium, which
has led to the martyrdom
of 13 innocent civilians and
left 29 others injured.

The envoy said ter-
rorism is nothing but the
sinister design of cowardly
elements who seek to de-
stabilize our region and ob-
struct its path toward the
sustainable development
objectives.

He said this chronic
plight, imported and fueled
by malicious machinations,
is a shared menace across
the region, where traitorous
elements - hand in hand
with international terrorism
- target peace, security, and
stability. Ambassador
Moghadam, confronting
this ominous phenomenon
demands collective, deter-
mined, and united efforts by
all countries to uproot ev-
ery form of terrorism and
violent extremism claimed
the lives of countless inno-
cent people over the past
decades.

He said those respon-
sible for such barbaric
crimes are enemies of hu-
manity, shamelessly spill-
ing the blood of ordinary
citizens at a time when a
great nation is already en-
during the tragic burden of
devastating floods.

SCBA submits
proposals
regarding

amendments
in court rules

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) has
filed written proposals to
the Supreme Court regard-
ing amendments in court
rules.  SCBA President
Mian Rauf Atta and Senior
Advocate Supreme Court
Hafiz Ehsan Khokhar have
submitted the written pro-
posals comprising 12-page.
The bar appealed the roll-
back of the increase in court
fees. It said that access to
justice should be available
to all citizens, every appeal
filed in the top court should
be decided within a year,
while civil appeals should
be decided within six
months.

Two FC personnel
martyred in remote-

control IED blast
AWARAN (UNA) – Two
Frontier Corps personnel of
the 109 Wing, Muhammad
Zubair and Rehmatullah
Jan, were martyred in a re-
mote-controlled IED explo-
sion in Jha, Awaran District,
Balochistan. Following the
incident, security forces
cordoned off the area and
launched a detailed investi-
gation into the attack.

President seeks global
support to combat climate

change in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Wednesday held a de-
tailed discussion with
Punjab Governor Sardar
Saleem Haider regarding the
devastating flood situation
across the province.

expanded its services to al-
most every part of Punjab,
including Lahore,
Hafizabad, Kasur,
Muzaffargarh, Rajanpur,
Narowal, and Mandi
Bahauddin, President Sec-
retariat Press Wing said in
a press release.  The relief
camps had already been set
up and a water treatment
plant was being established
in Kartarpur to provide
safe drinking water to local
residents. The governor em-
phasized that officials and
volunteers were reaching
out directly to affected
families, assuring them that
the state stood beside them
in this difficult hour.

President Zardari
praised these efforts and re-
iterated that the people of
Pakistan would not be left
alone during this crisis.

“Swollen rivers and
unseasonal rains have cre-
ated a looming threat of food
insecurity across the re-
gion,” President Zardari
noted and pointed out that
while Pakistan had played
no role in creating the glo-
bal climate catastrophe, but
the nation continued to pay
a heavy price for it.

Reviews flood
situation in

Punjab; urges
solidarity

The president termed
it a human tragedy that de-
manded solidarity and ur-
gent response.

He further stressed
that Pakistan was facing un-
precedented challenges due
to climate change and called
for international solidarity,
urging the global community
to stand with Pakistan in
combating the destructive
impact of climate change.

During the call, Gov-
ernor Haider briefed the
president on the challenges
faced by flood-affected
communities, particularly
in remote and cut-off areas.

He underscored the
relief efforts were under-
way, noting that Pakistan
Red Crescent Society had

Pakistan, Turkiye reaffirm
commitment to enhance

cooperation in diverse fields

BEIJING (APP): At China’s grand 80th
World War II anniversary parade in Beijing,
President Xi Jinping, Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif arrived together at the venue.

The Indian Prime Minister was not
invited to this parade. The presence of
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif alongside
the leaders of Asia’s most powerful nations

highlights Pakistan’s growing significance
in the region.

In his speech before parade, President
Xi Jinping highlighted the significance of
victory 80 years ago and called on nations
to “eliminate the root cause of war and
prevent historical tragedies from recurring”.

Xi Jinping reiterated China’s commit-
ment to peaceful development.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high level delegation headed
by Commander Turkish Air
Force General Ziya Cemal
Kadioglu, called on Chief of
the Air Staff, Pakistan Air
Force Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu
here Wednesday.

The delegation was
accorded a very warm and
cordial welcome upon ar-
rival at Air Headquarters,
said a press release issued
by Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR).

The meeting featured
in-depth discussion on the
evolving regional security
environment, progress in
ongoing defence collabora-
tion and prospects of joint
engagement in new domains
of modern warfare.

During the meeting,
the Chief of the Air Staff
highlighted the deep-rooted
brotherly ties between Pa-
kistan and Turkiye, based
on shared religious beliefs,
aspirations and strategic
alignment that continue to
bring both the nations
closer.  He underscored that
the arrival of the first batch
of Turkish cadets at PAF
Academy Asghar Khan for
training marks a significant

milestone in the enduring
fraternal ties between the
two Air Forces.

The development
marks a new chapter in the
existing defence partner-
ship between the two coun-
tries, underscoring mutual
trust and the shared vision
of building the next genera-
tion of air warriors.

Both Commanders re-
affirmed their commitment
to enhancing cooperation
across multiple spheres,
with particular emphasis on
joint training, mutual exer-
cises and multi domain op-
erations.

General Ziya Cemal
Kadioglu commended
PAF’s outstanding opera-
tional performance under
the visionary leadership of
the Air Chief during the re-
cent conflict with India,
lauding its state of opera-
tional readiness and reso-
lute defence of national sov-
ereignty.

He expressed keen in-
terest in gaining compre-
hensive insight into the
methodology of multi-do-
main warfare, drawing on
the Pakistan Air Force’s
tested operational strategies
and success in the conflict.

Malik stresses
unity to address

national challenges
ISLAMABAD (APP):
State Minister for Law and
Justice Barrister Aqeel
Malik,  on Wednesday,
urged all stakeholders to
work collectively in tack-
ling the country’s pressing
national challenges like
floods and terrorism.

Talking to a private
news channel, he empha-
sized the need for greater
introspection, unity and a
strong sense of responsibil-
ity across all segments of
society to ensure long-term
stability and development.

The minister said that
while floods are natural di-
sasters, their devastating
impact often multiplies due
to poor planning, weak
implementation of regula-
tions, and the presence of
illegal structures along wa-
terways.

He stressed that
timely action, better coor-
dination among federal and
provincial institutions and
strict enforcement of laws
were crucial to minimizing
losses in the future.

He added that adapta-
tion measures and disaster-
resilient infrastructure must
be prioritized to safeguard
lives, livelihoods, and the
economy.

NEOC alert:
Potential rainfall in
country’s most areas
over next 12–24 hour
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Nat ional Disaster
Management  Authority
(NDMA), through its Na-
tional Emergencies Opera-
tion Center (NEOC), has
issued a fresh weather ad-
visory warning of potential
rainfall across several re-
gions of Pakistan over the
next 12 to 24 hours.

Rain alerts have been
issued for Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and Azad Jammu
& Kashmir, with intermit-
tent showers expected in
various parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, including
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Buner,
and Abbottabad.

Authorities have cau-
tioned against flash flood-
ing in low-lying areas, over-
flowing streams, and land-
slides in hilly terrain.

Heavy rainfall is fore-
cast in northeastern Punjab
districts such as
Gujranwala, Lahore, Sialkot,
Jhelum, and Narowal, rais-
ing concerns over flood-like
conditions in both urban and
rural zones. Light to mod-
erate rain is expected in
Gilgit,  Hunza, Skardu,
Neelum, Muzaffarabad,
and Rawalakot, accompa-
nied by thunderstorms and
strong winds.
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JI Emir condoles with
Afghan PM over earthquake

losses, pledges relief aid

Dowries lost, hope restored; Governor
Saleem supports flood-hit families

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi hosts
Seerat-un-Nabi (PBUH) conference in connection with 12th Rabi ul Awal
at Governor House.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan meeting with family whose daugh-
ters’ dowry  was washed away in the flood in the
private housing society Mohlanwal.

ISLAMABAD: UNESCO Chief to Pakistan called
on Federal Minister for Education and Profes-
sional Training Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui.

KARACHI: Kanzul Iman Mosque is illuminated
with colorful decoration lights for the celebra-
tions for Mawlid al-Nabi, in Provincial Capital.

LAHORE (Handout): Gov-
ernor Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan said that we
should go beyond politics
and help the flood victims.
It is very important to pro-
vide relief goods in the af-
fected areas. He expressed
these views while talking to
the family whose  daugh-
ters’ dowry  was washed
away in the flood  in the
private housing society
Mohlanwal today. The
Governor Punjab also took
responsibility for the mar-
riage of nine girls of the
flood-affected family.

Punjab Governor
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that heavy rains and
floods are wreaking havoc
across Punjab, which has
severely affected millions of
people. He expressed deep
distress at the plight of
flood affectees. The Punjab
Governor said that people’s
homes were submerged in
floodwaters, while valu-
ables were washed away

and people were forced to
take shelter in cemeteries.
He said that all his energies
were focused on the reha-
bilitation of the flood vic-
tims. The Punjab Governor
said that three meals a day
will be provided to the
flood-affected families in
the relief camp. He said that
medical camps will be set
up by the Punjab Red Cres-
cent and all possible help
will be provided to the vic-
tims in this difficult time.
The Punjab Governor fur-
ther said that this is not the
time for any kind of poli-
tics, we should go beyond
politics and help the flood
victims. He said that tents
will be provided to the
flood victims in a private
housing society in
Mohlanwal. The residents
of the area asked the Punjab
Governor to help them.
They said that no one has
reached for help and no
government assistance has
been received so far.

LAHORE (PR): Jamaat-e-
Islami Emir Hafiz Naeem ur
Rehman has written a let-
ter to Afghanistan’s Prime
Minister Mullah
Mohammad Hassan
Akhund, expressing deep
grief over the loss of lives
and property caused by the
devastating earthquake in
eastern Afghanistan.

In his message, Hafiz
Naeem ur Rehman con-
veyed condolences to the
Afghan leadership, affected
families, and the people of
Afghanistan.

 He prayed for the
martyrs, wished the injured
a swift  recovery, and
stressed that Pakistanis,
bound by ties of faith, con-
sider the suffering of Af-
ghans as their own. “In this
difficult hour, the people of
Pakistan and Jamaat-e-
Islami stand firmly with
their Afghan brothers and
sisters,” he stated, praying
for Afghanistan’s recovery

from the crisis.
The JI chief assured

full support for ongoing re-
lief activities, noting that
despite Pakistan’s own
challenges with devastating
floods, Jamaat-e-Islami and
Al-Khidmat Foundation
would extend all possible
cooperation. He confirmed
that instructions had al-
ready been issued to Al-
Khidmat to dispatch food,
medicines, and other essen-
tial supplies to the quake-
hit areas.

Meanwhile, on the JI
Emir’s directives, a delega-
tion led by JI Vice-Emir
Prof. Muhammad Ibrahim
met Afghan Consul General
Hafiz Mohibullah in
Peshawar. The delegation
offered condolences and
prayers for the victims and
informed him that relief
trucks carrying food, medi-
cines, and tents would be-
gin crossing into Afghani-
stan from tomorrow.

MULTAN: Chairman Senate Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani reviewing the flood
situation in Multan.

Governor Kundi urges
unity & prophetic teachings

to defeat terrorism
PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Wednesday said
that restoring peace in the
province requires joint ef-
forts of scholars, educated
circles and security forces,
emphasizing that terrorism
and extremism must be
eliminated through unity
and adherence to the teach-
ings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

He expressed these
views while addressing the
Seerat-un-Nabi (PBUH)
Conference held at Gover-
nor House in connection
with the blessed month of
Rabi-ul-Awwal. The Gov-
ernor attended the confer-
ence as the chief guest,
which was also graced by
prominent scholars and re-
ligious leaders from across
the country. The Governor
said it was a matter of honor
to host such a sacred confer-
ence, saying that the Seerat
of the Prophet (PBUH) is a
beacon of light for all human-
ity.  “The teachings of the

Holy Prophet (PBUH) are a
guarantee of success in this
world and the Hereafter,” he
remarked, adding that just as
the nation had stood united
against Indian aggression,
peace would soon be re-
stored in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan. Earlier, religious
scholars highlighted the
Prophet’s (PBUH) life and
urged the youth to study his
Seerat regularly and embody
his guidance in every sphere
of life. They congratulated
the Governor for arranging
the conference and thanked
him for the invitation. Promi-
nent scholars and religious
leaders from across the coun-
try participated in the con-
ference, including members
of the Council of Islamic Ide-
ology Maulana Intikhab
Ahmad Noori and Mufti
Muhammad Zubair, son of
Shaheed Maulana Hamidul
Haq, Maulana Abdul Haq
Thani, Maulana Hisham
Elahi, Pir Habibullah
Naqshbandi from Jhang,
Mufti Nauman Naeem of

Jamia Binoria Karachi, Mufti
Zubair Ashraf Usmani,
Maulana Azizur Rehman
Rahimi, Maulana Abdul
Zahir Farooqi, Maulana
Abdullah Naqshbandi,
Maulana Abu Bakar Shah,
Pir Syed Chiraghuddin Shah,
Hafiz Muhammad Amjad,
Qari Muhammad Ibrahim
Qasmi, Usama Syed Ajmal
Qasmi and Mufti Shahbaz
Alam Farooqi.

They said the Prophet
(PBUH) was sent as a mercy
for the entire universe, and
believers must celebrate his
birth by emulating his teach-
ings. They stressed that the
youth should make the
study of Seerat-un-Nabi
(PBUH) a regular part of
their lives and play an ac-
t ive role in nat ional
progress by following his
guidance in every sphere of
life,  including society,
economy, and trade.

The event concluded
with a special prayer by Pir
Amin Qadri for peace, pros-
perity and stability of the
country.

CM Maryam vows to rebuild
homes for flood victims during

visit to Multan relief camp
MULTAN (APP): Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif on Wednesday paid
a visit to Qasim Bela Relief
Camp in Multan where she
met women and children
affectionately and prom-
ised all-out support to the
affected communities in-
cluding rebuilding of their
flood-damaged homes as
Chenab River witnessed
history’s one of the biggest
surges. CM Maryam sat in-
side the relief camp with
scores of women and chil-
dren around. She mingled
with them and talked to
children for quite some
time. She asked them ques-
tions about alphabets and
others and gave them gifts
like chocolates, biscuits,
school bags, uniforms and
helped some children wear
new pairs of shoe. Maryam
Nawaz Sharif also gave
women gifts including

dresses.
The CM interviewed

women to know about their
problems and needs and
promised to them to rebuild
their homes and help them
return to their normal life.

She expressed satis-
faction over the cleanliness
and other facilities inside
the relief camps after visit-
ing health, Rescue 1122 and
other counters there. Com-
missioner Multan Amir
Kareem Khan and Deputy
Commissioner Waseem
Hamid Sinsdhu gave her
briefing on the arrange-
ments made to facilitate the
flood affected communities.

Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif or-
dered officials to make ar-
rangements to meet all the
requirements of inmates of
flood relief camps particu-
larly food, milk and other
needs of children.

Aseefa Bhutto reviews
flood response, urges unity
in Shaheed Benazirabad

NAWABSHAH (APP):
First Lady and Member of
the National Assembly,
Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari,
accompanied by Sindh
Health Minister Dr. Azra
Fazal Pechuho, visited
Shaheed Benazirabad dis-
trict on Wednesday to re-
view preparedness and re-
sponse measures in areas at
risk of flooding.

During her visit, Bibi
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari con-
vened a detailed briefing
session attended by the
Commissioner, Deputy
Commissioner, DIG, SSP,
as well as senior officials
from the Irrigation Depart-
ment, Rescue 1122, and the
Health Department.

She was informed that
under a super flood scenario
up to 80,000 residents
across 95 villages in nine
union councils could be af-
fected. Daily monitoring is
being carried out with regu-
lar updates to assess and
respond to the evolving
situation. Officials also re-
ported that approximately
64,000 livestock may be at
risk, with evacuation efforts
currently in progress.

Areas in Qazi Ahmed
and Sakrand, including
That, Saeed Kando, Phullel,
Khad, Gehram Mari,
Bahawal Shah, Mehrabpur,

Mari, and Morya Lakho,
have been identified as par-
ticularly vulnerable. To
support relief efforts, 59
relief camps have been iden-
tified and 11 medical camps
have been activated so far.
Arrangements for life jack-
ets, boats, fire brigades,
ambulances, dewatering
pumps, and vent ilators
have also been made.

Commending the on-
going efforts, the First Lady
appreciated the dedication
of the administration, par-
ticularly the Commis-
sioner, Deputy Commis-
sioner, DIG, SSP, Rescue
1122, and health authorities
for their commitment to
safeguarding lives and live-
lihoods. Assuring the
people of Shaheed
Benazirabad that they
would not be left alone in
this hour of crisis, Bibi
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari em-
phasized: “This is not a
moment for political divi-
sion but rather a time to
stand together as one na-
tion.” She directed all stake-
holders to intensify relief
work and continue working
collectively to support
flood-affected families, en-
suring that every possible
step is taken to protect lives
and provide timely assis-
tance.

PBM spends Rs. 15.43b on free
healthcare, expands welfare and

empowerment programs nationwide
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Bait -ul-Mal
(PBM) has disbursed
Rs.15.43 billion during the
last five years, benefitting
more than 115,000 patients
across the country with
free medical treatment in-
cluding cancer care, dialy-
sis, kidney transplants,
heart surgeries and cochlear
implants.

According to official
data, over 2,000 cochlear
implants have been facili-
tated during this period,
enabling hearing-impaired
children and adults to lead
better lives.

In the field of educa-
tion, PBM awarded 32,197
scholarships worth Rs.
9.79 billion to deserving
students, while 160
Schools for the Rehabilita-
tion of Child Labourers are
educating 22,792 child
labourers. The organization
also operates 46 Sweet
Homes in 40 districts, pro-
viding shelter, care and edu-
cation to about 4,600 or-
phans.

For women empow-
erment, PBM is running
165 Women Empowerment
Centres (WECs) where
19,800 women are being
trained this year alone. Since
inception, these centres
have imparted vocational
and household skills to
over 475,000 women.

In addition, PBM has
extended social support
through 17 shelter homes
serving 9.66 million people
during the last five years,
while 30 food vehicles pro-
vided 7.75 million meals to
deserving individuals.

For persons with dis-
abilities, Rs. 394 million
was provided to 27,056
families for assistive de-
vices including wheelchairs
and artificial limbs.

The organization has
also digitized 60 percent of
its operations, enabling ap-
plicants to apply online for
health and education facili-
ties. Full automation of its
services is expected in the
near future.

Following these

achievements, PBM Man-
aging Director Senator Capt
® Shaheen Khalid Butt, in
an exclusive interview with
APP, said that the institu-
tion is not only addressing
immediate financial, health
and education needs but
also striving to make people
self-reliant.

“When I joined PBM,
I pledged to move beyond
one-time aid and focus on
rehabilitation. Our pilot
project trained 55 individu-
als with technical skills, and
all of them are now self-suf-
ficient. They told me they
no longer need PBM’s help,
which was the most en-
couraging feedback. We will
expand this project nation-
wide,” he said.

The MD said while
education remains an im-
portant focus, youth must
also be equipped with prac-
tical training. “Families
with low incomes often be-
lieve education alone will
solve their problems, but
when jobs don’t come, frus-
tration builds.

130 SMIU students
receive Google

Career Certificates

Punjab unveils comprehensive
security plan for Eid Milad-un-Nabi

(PBUH) celebrations
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Minister and Chair-
man of the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Law and Order,
Khawaja Salman Rafique,
has said that extraordinary
security arrangements are
being made across the prov-
ince for Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(Peace Be Upon Him).

He was chairing the
34th meeting of the Cabi-
net Committee on Law and
Order at the Punjab Home
Department on Wednesday.
Provincial Ministers Malik
Sohaib Ahmed Bharat and
Syed Ashiq Hussain
Kirmani attended the meet-
ing in person, while
Chaudhry Shafi Hussain
and Bilal Akbar Khan
joined via video link.

The meeting reviewed
security plans for Eid
Milad-un-Nabi processions
and gatherings, Pakistan
Defense Day, the Pak-
South Africa Women’s
Cricket Series, and upcom-
ing by-elections. Home
Secretary Dr. Ahmed Javed
Qazi, along with senior of-
ficials from law enforce-
ment agencies, briefed the
committee on the arrange-
ments. The meeting directed
to ensure foolproof mea-
sures for the cricket series
and other key events.

Khawaja Salman
Rafique said that, on the in-
structions of Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(PBUH) will be celebrated
with full devotion and reli-
gious fervor under a com-
prehensive security plan.

He added that prepa-
rations have also been final-
ized for Defense Day and
Air Force Day events, and
paid tribute to institutions
involved in flood relief and
rehabilitation efforts. Con-
demning the recent terror-
ist attack in Quetta, he said
cowardly acts of terrorism
cannot weaken the resolve
of the Pakistani nation.

Provincial Minister
Malik Sohaib Ahmed
Bharat announced that
sabeels (water and refresh-
ment stalls) will be set up
along the main procession
routes, while Syed Ashiq
Hussain Kirmani said that
sweets would be distrib-
uted among flood victims
and jail inmates on the oc-
casion.

Home Secretary Dr.
Ahmed Javed Qazi added
that Milad gatherings would
be held in educational insti-
tutions and special prayers
will be offered for the mar-
tyrs of the nation.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Madressatul Islam Univer-
sity (SMIU) in collabora-
tion with the Government
of Sindh, Google, Google
for Education and Tech Val-
ley Pakistan organized cer-
tificate distribution cer-
emony for the Google Ca-
reer Certificate Program at
the Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto
Auditorium of SMIU here
Wednesday. Out of 300 stu-
dents who had successfully
completed the program,
130 students attended the
ceremony and received
Google Career Certificates
from Paul Hutchings. Re-
gional Head Greater Asia
Google for Education and
Sindh Secretary Informa-
tion for Science and Tech-
nology Noor Ahmed Samo
and Dr. Mujeeb Sahrai, Vice
Chancellor of SMIU were
present on the occasion.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Noor Ahmed Samo,
Secretary Information, Sci-
ence and Technology said
that 30,000 students of to-
tal 30 public sector univer-
sities of Sindh have been
provided Google scholar-
ships with the support of
Sindh government.  He said
future of students belongs
to the digital skills, there-
fore they must learn skills
of latest technologies.

He informed that it
was the vision of Sindh

Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah to equip youth of
the province with latest
technologies as they could
earn from the international
market through digital
skills. He said Google will
get content from students
and that will be linked with
their job portal.

The I.T Secretary fur-
ther said the SMIU is most
prestigious university and
its students are most privi-
leged and fortunate that
founder of Pakistan Quaid-
e-Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah had studies over
here. This is why it is called
the university of leaders.
Due to such status the
Sindh government is giving
priority to SMIU also in its
development. He empha-
sized that students must get
maximum benefit from this
opportunity because job
providers are seeking stu-
dents to support them.
Noor Ahmed Samo lauded
services of Dr. Mujeeb
Sahrai rendering for quality
education and training to
the students of SMIU.   Dr.
Mujeeb Sahrai, Vice Chan-
cellor of SMIU in his
speech lauded the efforts of
Secretary I.T. Noor Ahmed
Samo for providing schol-
arships opportunities to the
students of Sindh, which are
equipping them with indus-
try-relevant digital skills.

Two killed in
separate incidents
LAHORE (APP): Two
people were killed in sepa-
rate incidents in the provin-
cial capital on Wednesday.

According to the Res-
cue 1122 spokesperson, a
pedestrian was fatally hit
by a speeding car near
Arayan Village on Raiwind
Road, close to Superior
University. The deceased
was identified as 45-year-
old Muhammad Ishaq, son
of Manzoor. According to
eyewitnesses, the vehicle
was over-speeding and
struck the man as he at-
tempted to cross the road.
He died on the spot.

In another incident, an
18-year-old youth was
killed after being hit by a
train near the railway tracks
at  Seven Up Phatak,
Makkah Colony. The de-
ceased was identified as
Jamal Arshad.

 Rescue teams reached
the scene immediately but
the victim had already suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

NCCIA Lahore
arrests man for

promoting online
betting apps

LAHORE (APP): The Na-
tional Cyber Crime Inves-
tigation Agency (NCCIA)
Lahore has arrested a man
for allegedly promoting il-
legal online betting applica-
tions through social media.

Officials said the ac-
cused, Mudasir Hassan,
son of Sakhi Hassan, was
taken into custody in
Lahore on charges of adver-
tising betting apps, includ-
ing Quotex, via YouTube
and other platforms.

WASA machinery
deployed for flood

relief
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has
authorised Commissioners
and Deputy Commission-
ers to fully utilise the re-
sources of the Housing De-
partment and Water and
Sanitation Agencies
(WASA) to accelerate
drainage and emergency re-
lief operations in flood-af-
fected areas.

A spokesperson for
the Housing Department
said on Wednesday that all
WASA employees and ma-
chinery have been placed at
the disposal of district ad-
ministrations. Secretary
Housing Noor-ul-Amin
Mengal has issued urgent
instructions to ensure im-
mediate implementation.

The spokesperson
added that administrative
officers can now directly
supervise and deploy staff
and machinery, with re-
sources available for use
across any division or dis-
trict as required.

Police rescue
337,826 people

amid flood
emergency

LAHORE (APP): Over
337,826 flood-affected in-
dividuals have been rescued
by Punjab Police since the
declaration of flood emer-
gency in Lahore and other
river-adjacent  districts
across Punjab.

According to the
Punjab Police spokesper-
son, the rescued include
131,883 men, 100,177
women and 105,766 chil-
dren, while over 488,000
livestock have also been re-
located from flood-hit ar-
eas. The operation involves
over 700 police vehicles and
40 boats, with more than
15,000 police officers and
personnel actively engaged
across the affected districts.

More than 5,000
people and over 900 live-
stock have been evacuated
from the affected areas of
Multan, while more than
29,400 people have been
relocated to safe places in
Khanewal, added spokes-
person. Inspector General
of Police Punjab Dr. Usman
Anwar has instructed that
the rescue efforts continue
without interruption and
emphasised the importance
of ensuring security, food
and essential supplies at all
relief camps. He added that
with the help of thermal
imaging drone cameras,
trapped citizens and live-
stock in flood torrents are
being traced and rescued.

Annual Milad-un-
Nabi (PBUH)

gathering held at
AGPR Lahore

LAHORE (APP): The Staff
Welfare Organisation
organised the annual Milad-
un-Nabi (PBUH) gathering
at the Accountant General
Pakistan Revenues (AGPR),
Lahore Office on Wednes-
day to commemorate the
blessed birth of the Holy
Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him). A large number
of AGPR officers and em-
ployees attended the spiri-
tually uplifting event. Direc-
tor General AGPR, Mirza
Sarfaraz Baig, was among
the distinguished guests
present on the occasion.

The gathering began
with the recitation of the
Holy Quran by Hafiz &
Qari Muhammad Owais
Asghar, followed by heart-
felt Naat recitations in
praise of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) by renowned
Naat Khawan Muhammad
Shehzad Hanif Madani.
Addressing the participants,
renowned Islamic scholar
Allama Mahmood Masood
Qadri said that the essence
of a successful life for Mus-
lims lies in following the
teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).
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Unity for survival
They say adversity makes
strange bedfellows. In Paki-
stan, even calamitous events
struggle to do so. Floods have
swept through KP, drowned
swathes of Punjab after water
was released from across the
border, and displaced thou-
sands. The destruction is im-
mense. Yet the country’s poli-
ticians, rather than rallying to-
gether, remain stuck in their
habitual quarrels.

A fleeting glimpse of unity
came at the opening of the Na-
tional Assembly session on
Monday, when members sus-
pended routine business to fo-
cus on the unfolding disaster.
The spirit evaporated almost
instantly.

 On the orders of Imran
Khan, PTI legislators boy-
cotted a scheduled NDMA
briefing. Their absence
turned what should have
been a vital forum into yet an-
other stage for political one-
upmanship.

The instinct to politicise ca-
lamity is not confined to one
side. A couple of months ago,
PTI lawmakers in Punjab
tried to present the floods as
proof of the provincial
government’s failures, only to
face worse devastation in KP.

And now, during the NA de-
bate, ministers used up pre-
cious time to trumpet their
own ‘effective’ responses or to
cast blame on rivals and con-
tractors. Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif, while correctly
pointing to encroachments
and poor planning, also
singled out a company in his
home constituency, turning
part of his speech into a po-
litical broadside. Even amid a
shared tragedy, leaders reach
for familiar tactics of point-
scoring.

Nevertheless, the defence
minister was right to call the
situation a “man-made disas-
ter”. Successive governments
have allowed hotels to sprout
on riverbeds, sanctioned
housing societies on flood-
plains and neglected to en-
force building codes. Big
dams remain mired in poli-
tics; small reservoirs and lo-
cal drainage schemes, which
could be completed in a year
or two, are ignored. Weather-
monitoring is abysmal: Paki-
stan has 85 stations to cover
nearly 800,000 sq km, when
thousands would be needed
to meet international stan-
dards.

No wonder the country
lurches blindly from one
storm to the next. There are
precedents for doing better.
During the 2010 floods, lead-
ers did at least convene all-
parties meetings and dis-
cussed creating an indepen-
dent relief commission. The
spirit was imperfect, but it
showed some recognition that
disaster could not be fought
through mudslinging.

This year’s floods ought to
provoke similar realism. Unity
is now a matter of survival.
Politicians must come to-
gether to debate the hard
questions: how to complete
existing dam projects, build
smaller water-storage struc-
tures, empower local govern-
ments and invest in forecast-
ing capacity.

They must also strengthen
disaster-resilient infrastruc-
ture, enforce zoning laws
against construction on river-
beds, upgrade drainage in cit-
ies, and expand social protec-
tion for displaced families. Cli-
mate change is redrawing the
map. Three major floods in
three provinces this summer
alone should be warning
enough. The waters have
shown no partisanship. Nei-
ther should the politicians.
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Multilateral world order
Zahid Hussain

It was the largest gathering
of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation, with
leaders of Eurasian nations
seeking to establish a more
just and equitable multilat-
eral system as an alterna-
tive to a crumbling West-
dominated world order.
The recently concluded
SCO summit in the Chinese
city of Tianjin brought to-
gether countries with com-
peting interests in times of
great turmoil in global gov-
ernance.

Initially formed as a
security cooperation group
over two decades ago, the
SCO has evolved into a
formidable forum for trade
and economic develop-
ment. Described as ‘SCO-
Plus’, the conference was
attended by more than 20
heads of state and govern-
ment, as well as leaders of
international organisations.
The Tianjin summit rein-
forced China’s leading role
in the emerging multilateral
international order.

In his speech, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping called for
“equal and orderly
multipolarisation”. The
Chinese leader stressed the
need for the organisation to
work towards a “more just
and equitable global gover-
nance system” and urged
regional leaders to shun a
“Cold War mentality”.

It was pointed out
that member states faced
complicated security and
development challenges in
a “chaotic and intertwined”
world. These remarks set
the tone of the conference.
His speech indicated
China’s emphasis on geo-
economics and connectiv-
ity.

As per media reports,
“The organisation covers
approximately 24 per cent
of global land area and
42pc of the world’s popu-
lation, with member states
accounting for roughly one-
quarter of global GDP and
trade increasing nearly
100-fold in two decades.”
China’s trade with SCO
members, observers and
dialogue partners report-
edly totalled $890 billion
in 2024. Donald Trump’s
reckless trade war has mas-
sively increased SCO’s
potential, as the bloc pro-
vides an alternative to
America’s economic domi-

nation.
The Tianjin summit

reinforced China’s leading
role in the emerging inter-
national order.

The conference also
brought the leaders of Pa-
kistan and India face-to-
face for the first time after
their four-day conflict in
May that had pushed the
two nuclear-armed nations
close to a wider conflagra-
tion. The tension was pal-
pable with the two leaders
not even shaking hands, let
alone any possibility of
meeting on the sidelines.
Pakistan’s offer for a dia-
logue on all disputed mat-
ters between the two coun-
tries had gone unheeded by
the Indian prime minister.

Without taking
names, both leaders ac-
cused the other of perpe-
trating terrorist activities in
their respective countries.
New Delhi has hardened
its position and does not
want any bilateral talks
with Islamabad after it was
humiliated during its mili-
tary action against Paki-
stan. India’s belligerence
remains the main source of
tension, hampering re-
gional economic and trade
cooperation. There seems
to be no change in its stance
despite foreign policy set-
backs.

However, the confer-
ence provided an opportu-
nity for China and India to
ease the tensions in their
relationship. It was the
first trip of the Indian prime
minister to China in seven
years. Relations between
the world’s two most
populous nations re-
mained st rained after
bloody border clashes in
2019 following India’s uni-
lateral and illegal decision
to annex the disputed state
of Jammu and Kashmir and
declare Ladakh as federal
territory.

Although a ceasefire
has been in place for some
time, other issues have
continued to strain their re-
lationship. India has been
part of a US-led anti-China
coalition in the Indo-Pa-
cific region. But the latest
dispute with the Trump
administration on trade tar-
iffs seems to have forced
India to mend fences with
China. Interestingly, the 50
per cent tariff on exports
to the US had come into
force just before the sum-

mit. Once America’s so-
called strategic ally, India
now faces some of the
highest tariffs imposed by
the US. This factor, to-
gether with political rea-
sons, has caused relations
to sour between Washing-
ton and Delhi.

Although the Chinese
and Indian leaders agreed
they were not “rivals but
partners in development”,
unresolved issues remain
between them, which can
widen the existing trust
deficit. These include the
border dispute, which the
Chinese president indi-
cated should be put aside
to focus on improved trade
and economic relations.

Interestingly, despite
their strained relations over
the past years, trade be-
tween the two countries in
2024-2025 totalled
$118bn, though with
India’s trade deficit with
China reaching $99.2bn.

The thaw in their re-
lations has already resulted
in the resumption of direct
flights between the two
countries and improved
business environment. But
China’s strategic relations
with Pakistan continue to
cast a shadow over any fur-
ther breakthrough.

The summit also re-
inforced Russia’s return to
the global stage after being
ostracised by the West for
invading Ukraine. Presi-
dent Putin blamed the West
for triggering the war. The
Russian president has also
been invited to the military
parade in Beijing this week
to commemorate the 80th

anniversary of the victory
of the World Anti-Fascist
War (World War II) and the
founding of the United Na-
tions. “It is a milestone
prompting us to remember
the past and create a better
future together,” declared
President Xi.

The gathering of lead-
ers and observers from
across Eurasia reflected the
emerging alignment in the
shifting sands of regional
geopolitics. The bloc rep-
resents the emerging power
of the Global South, which
is challenging the unjust
Western international glo-
bal order.

The Tianjin Declara-
tion, issued after the two-
day parleys, reaffirmed
the commitment to sus-
tainable international peace

and called for joint efforts
to counter traditional and
new security challenges.
While resolving to fight
against terrorism, separat-
ism and extremism, the
conference recognised the
leading role of sovereign
states and their competent
authorities in countering
terrorist  and extremist
threats.

The conference also
adopted a 10-year SCO
Development Strategy,
which “defines the prior-
ity tasks and main direc-
tions for deepening multi-
faceted cooperation in the
interests of ensuring peace
and stability, development
and prosperity in the SCO
space”.

After the summit
concluded, President Xi
had a bilateral meeting
with Pakistan’s prime min-
ister and his delegation in
Beijing, reaffirming the stra-
tegic and economic part-
nership between the two
countries. They also agreed
to initiate the second phase
of CPEC. The SCO pro-
vides a great opportunity
for Pakistan’s economic
development.

Without taking
names, both leaders ac-
cused the other of perpe-
trating terrorist activities in
their respective countries.

New Delhi has hard-
ened its position and does
not  want  any bilateral
talks with Islamabad after
it was humiliated during its
military action against Pa-
kistan.

 India’s belligerence
remains the main source of
tension, hampering re-
gional economic and trade
cooperation.

There seems to be no
change in its stance despite
foreign policy setbacks.

However, the confer-
ence provided an opportu-
nity for China and India to
ease the tensions in their
relationship.

 It was the first trip
of the Indian prime min-
ister to China in seven
years. Relations between
the wor ld’s two most
populous nat ions re-
mained st rained aft er
bloody border clashes in
2019 following India’s
unilateral and illegal deci-
sion to annex the disputed
state of Jammu and Kash-
mir and declare Ladakh as
federal territory.

Impending crises
Dr Niaz Murtaza

We may be among the most
crisis-prone nations glo-
bally. In this writer’s view,
we have faced nearly 30 cri-
ses since 1990 or one every
14 months on average. This
includes political crises
when the ruling set-up or
its head were removed in
contentious circumstances
(seven); economic crunches
that led us to the IMF
(eight); natural and health-
related calamities like earth-
quakes, floods and Covid-
19 (four); internal or exter-
nal security challenges
(five) and crises due to street
unrest (five).

This sorry status arises
from the state’s predatory,
security and autocratic
bent. The economic crises
arise as our predatory rul-
ers induce fickle growth via
high twin deficits. The ex-
ternal security crises reflect
the hold of hawks on both
sides of our eastern border.
The internal challenges
come from the gripes of ex-
cluded ethnicities or our
tolerance in the past of vio-
lent groups to gain a regional
security edge. The political
crises and street unrests re-
late mainly to establishment
feuds with politicians.
Natural crises cause exces-
sive harm as our rulers es-
chew disaster management.
Economic progress requires
peace and economic stabil-
ity, which need political sta-
bility, which, in turn, re-
quires political legitimacy.
So, a prolonged loss of po-
litical legitimacy lies at the
root of all our crises.

The longest crisis-free
phase after 1990 was 2001-
2005 when a military-led
set-up induced question-
able stability via fickle US
aid and repression. But it
only delayed and magnified
the inevitable crises that
erupted during our first
polycrisis from 2005-08.
We witnessed the 2005
earthquake, the start of
Baloch and TTP violence,
Benazir Bhutto’s death and
street unrest, and the 2007-
08 economic crisis the set-
up caused. They led to its
fall despite its macho aura
of invincibility and debat-
able claims of progress.

Flawed policies are
fomenting future trouble.

The Baloch and TTP-
linked crises have raged on
since then. The frequency
of crises has gone up. The
PPP inherited the 2007-08
economic crisis that was

boosted by the 2008 global
recession. It witnessed the
mega floods of 2010 and the
removal of its prime minis-
ter in 2012. Its government
caused an economic crisis
in 2013. The PML-N inher-
ited the economic crisis,
faced the PTI dharna in
2014, lost its prime minis-
ter in 2017 to court deci-
sions, and caused an eco-
nomic crisis itself in 2018.
The PTI inherited the prob-
lems, faced Covid-19 in
2020, caused an economic
crisis in 2021 and saw its
prime minister removed
through a no-trust vote in
2022. This started our sec-
ond polycrisis with floods
in 2022, mismanaged eco-
nomic crisis, PTI protests
till 2024, spikes in militant
violence and war with In-
dia in 2025.

Given the internal
boost from the war, resur-
gent ties with the US and
(fickle) economic stability,
this hybrid set-up is claim-
ing stability and invincibil-
ity. But Pakistan is the hum-
bling ground of many a
haughty regime that exuded
sham invincibility. In try-
ing to escape the strong pull
of the root causes of crises,
it faces the same insoluble
puzzle as past set-ups —
achieving elusive stability.
Repression may only delay
the inevitable and cause a
bigger polycrisis.

Flawed policies are al-
ready fomenting future
trouble.

The failure to fix our
perennial external deficits
may cause an economic cri-
sis as growth picks up.
Given the government’s in-
ability to fix the deeper
causes of insecurity, our
three external and local se-
curity foes may jointly try
to inflict more violence. If
civilians are supposed to
forego democratic freedoms
in order to fortify the ‘same
page’, it may, instead, lead
to cracks and divisions in
the regime, ie, establish-
ment-civilian, the PPP-
PML-N, int ra-PML-N,
and cause a political crisis.
Gre-ater autocracy may
spark national ang-er
against oppr-es-sive poli-
cies, which may ignite Arab
Spring-type prote-sts.
Natural crises remain a
wildcard given the neglect
of disaster control.

So, despite the rulers’
incumbency plans, based on
dubious assumptions of
durable stability, we may be
an external shock away

from an economic crisis, a
terrorist attack away from
war, a spark away from
street unrest, a civilian re-
fusal away from a political
crisis and a big monsoon
season away from a natural
crisis. Such events may
quickly negate the desper-
ate attempts to exude an
aura of invincibility that set-
ups with low legitimacy
need badly and that cause
their fall.

A crisis-weary nation
can see an end to the recur-
rent crises only through
political legitimacy based
on fair polls and civilian
sway. Otherwise, with ex-
ternal, economic, demo-
graphic, security and natu-
ral threats set to increase in
the coming decades, we
may become even more cri-
sis-prone.

Given the internal
boost from the war, resur-
gent ties with the US and
(fickle) economic stability,
this hybrid set-up is claim-
ing stability and invincibil-
ity.

But Pakistan is the
humbling ground of many a
haughty regime that exuded
sham invincibility.

In trying to escape the
strong pull of the root
causes of crises, it faces the
same insoluble puzzle as
past set-ups — achieving
elusive stability.

Repression may only
delay the inevitable and
cause a bigger polycrisis.

 The PML-N inherited
the economic crisis, faced
the PTI dharna in 2014, lost
its prime minister in 2017
to court decisions, and
caused an economic crisis
itself in 2018.

The PTI inherited the
problems, faced Covid-19
in 2020, caused an eco-
nomic crisis in 2021 and
saw its prime minister re-
moved through a no-trust
vote in 2022.

 But it only delayed
and magnified the inevitable
crises that erupted during
our first polycrisis from
2005-08.

We witnessed the
2005 earthquake, the start
of Baloch and TTP vio-
lence, Benazir Bhutto’s
death and street unrest, and
the 2007-08 economic cri-
sis the set-up caused.

The political crises
and street unrests relate
mainly to establishment
feuds with politicians.
Natural crises cause exces-
sive harm as our rulers es-
chew disaster management.

Past as the future
Arifa Noor

More provinces or empow-
ered local governments? The
debate has been sparked, it
seems. And it wasn’t just
due to forwarded-as-re-
ceived WhatsApp posts,
which ‘announced’ mul-
tiple, smaller provinces but
also the research presented
by media owners-turned-
public intellectuals, who are
so convinced of the need for
this reform that they are
now trying to shape opin-
ion at large.

The government and
its allies profess ignorance
and deny that any such
move is in the offing. But
the rest of us know better
and are taking these
‘mazameen’ (inspiration)
from ‘ghaib’ (unknown)
rather seriously. After all,
unlike the government, the
rest are openly aware of the
importance of the unknown.
As a result, the debate rages
on.

More provinces are
needed, we are told. India
has been carving out states
whenever needed. It helps
improve governance be-
cause the ‘seat’ of the gov-
ernment is closer to the
people; for instance, the
people of south Punjab
would find, say, Multan
more accessible than
Lahore. It would also ensure
cities such as Karachi get the
resources and attention
they deserve. And, aside
from these other benefits,
some argue, it would also
weaken political dynasties
that control entire prov-
inces.

But not everyone is
convinced. In fact, there has
been commentary and dis-
cussions highlighting how
cumbersome and time-con-
suming the process of es-
tablishing new provinces
could be. For instance, ev-
ery new province requires
a two-thirds majority in the
relevant assembly and even
if this is managed, it would
be followed by a drawn-out
process of administrative
measures (such as the draw-
ing up of new boundaries)
and the setting up of gov-
ernments in multiple parts
of the country. It has been
asked if this would not add
to the existing polarisation.
Local government has been
offered as a solution — an
alternative that has, per-
haps, more supporters than
the idea of new provinces.

Whether the empow-
erment of the people is re-
ally the objective is the ques-

tion.
These proposals have

generated an interest be-
cause of the acknowledg-
ment that the current po-
litical system is not work-
ing and — whether in
democratic set-up or a hy-
brid dispensation — all
political parties have
struggled with governance
and implementation of the
needed reform. This is the
silent consensus regardless
of party affiliation — other
than the party heads who
have turned parties and
provinces into fiefdoms
and have no interest in any
change. Indeed, the 18th

Amendment has ensured
the older, mainstream par-
ties now only have regional
ambitions, ie, dominating
the provinces rather than
trying to increase their
cross-country appeal.
There is a direct link be-
tween the 18th Amendment
and the increasing focus of
the PPP in Sindh and the
PML-N in Punjab.

But this is a digres-
sion. Most others realise
the need for change in the
political set-up, assuming,
or rather hoping, that this
will lead to badly needed
reform, especially in the
economic sphere, and an
improvement in gover-
nance.

However, the various
discussions on the topic
should not ignore the larger,
political context in which
these solutions are conjured
up.

And this larger con-
text is one in which politi-
cal parties are hampered,
civilian space is limited (if
not non-existent) and very
unsubtle efforts are being
made to argue that parlia-
mentary politics and par-
ties have failed to deliver.

In the past, whenever
we have had similar mo-
ments, the devolution of
power has always been of-
fered as the magical solu-
tion. This age-old formula
is supposed to ease the
people’s misery, empower
them and rid them of cor-
rupt politicians. But
whether the empowerment
of the people is really the
objective is the question
because it is offered at mo-
ments when the
centralisation of power is
also at play.

It appears as if the
present times may prove
to be no different.

But this is not all. The
second issue is that such
efforts rarely prove perma-

nent. Just consider Pervez
Musharraf’s local govern-
ment system. By the time
general elections were held
in 2002 and ‘parliamentary
democracy’ restored, the
politicians at the provincial
and national level began to
slowly reverse or weaken
the local government sys-
tems. Come 2008, and the
system was more or less
wrapped up.

Once the 18th Amend-
ment was passed, power
was concentrated at the
provincial level, and the lo-
cal governments were left
to the mercy of each gov-
ernment (the amendment
conveniently allowed each
provincial assembly to pass
its own local government
act and decide how much
powers to devolve). Ini-
tially, even this legislation
was delayed till pressure
from the courts forced the
hand of the provincial gov-
ernments.

 And the parties run-
ning the provinces made
sure they passed legislation
that led to weak and inef-
fective local governments.
Perhaps one can say that
the local governments en-
joyed about as much power
as the present federal gov-
ernment does. Even the
PTI, which introduced a
relatively stronger local
government in KP, progres-
sively weakened them as
time went on. Hence, it
might not be a waste of
time to ask how long-last-
ing any such move will be.

Partly because half the
challenge in Pakistan is the
back and forth between dif-
ferent experiments as elites
try to strengthen them-
selves against their rivals.
This tug of war means there
is little stability in terms of
the path ahead.

Perhaps what we need
additionally at the moment
is not just a discussion on
the political reform needed
but also a debate about
what could create a consen-
sus on the need for more
devolution of power. What
would push political par-
ties to not just acknowledge
but also accept the need for
local governments or more
provinces? Without this
kind of a consensus, any
such effort  to devolve
power will not be easy and
if pushed through coercion,
it will last as long as its cre-
ators enjoy power. Beyond
that moment, anything is
possible. Such formulas
bring neither stability nor
progress.

Gaza’s obituary
Syed Sheheryar Raza Zaidi

As much of Gaza and its
inhabitants now sleep for-
ever under the rubble of
what used to be homes, it
is time for people around
the world to write their
obituaries. Typically, an
obituary is a note of remem-
brance, a tender act of af-
fection where the living pay
tribute to their deceased
loved ones. But Gaza’s
obituary cannot be written
like other obituaries. The
obituary of Gaza is not of a
person, but of dreams, am-
bitions and independence.
Gaza’s obituary does not
only mourn the death of
people but also the death
of humanity, the burial of
international law and the
demise of the conscience of
the world.

Traditionally, an
obituary starts with identi-
fying the deceased, their
name, their age, their place
of belonging, their moment
of passing. In Gaza, how-
ever, to name the dead is
impossible, for every day
starts with the sound of life
giving way to death and
ends with death taking more
of the grief- and hunger-
stricken with it. To speak
of age is futile, for the earth
now cradles infants who
had yet to feel the embrace
of their mothers, children
clutching toys, students
holding books, mothers
with unborn babies who had
yet to see the world, fathers
who buried their children,
and elders who once cham-
pioned the stories of Mus-
lim unity. Time itself has
collapsed in Gaza; the un-
marked graves house the
young and old alike, all of
them becoming examples of
Israel’s naked aggression.

Post identification, an
obituary speaks of what
the departed loved and
what their legacy would be.
For Gaza and its people,
what they loved was life
and the basic liberties
which life is supposed to
bring — the moistness of
their olives, the bustle of the
sea, a freshly caught fish,
the laughter of children in
alleyways and their defiant
refusal to bow to despair.
What they valued was life,
unadorned but dignified.
Their legacies were not in
gold or minarets of stone,
but poetry recited in hall-
ways, bread shared with
family, weddings celebrated

under blockade, and the in-
domitable spirit that in-
sisted that they live for a
better tomorrow, in hope,
in expectation and in antici-
pation.

In the custom of re-
membrance, an obituary
lists the survivors. But who
outlives Gaza? Survivors
are rescued from the rubble
only to discover that their
‘survival’ is not life but a
manmade, endless cycle of
fear and hunger. Orphans
survive without families to
love. Mothers survive with-
out their babies. People sur-
vive, shaking with malnu-
trition, the hunger which ate
their bodies as they could
not find food. Entire fami-
lies have been wiped out,
their legacies, aspirations
and achievements washed
away by the bombs raining
down on them. Survivors in
Gaza are portraits of grief,
carrying the fragments of
the memory of their fam-
ily. To call them survivors
is to pretend that survival
is permitted in Gaza, when
it is not and when genocide
reigns supreme.

The memory of Gaza
and the indomitable Pales-
tinian identity breathes.

An obituary usually
ends with condolences: the
soft words of comfort of-
fered to those left behind.
But for Gaza, the condo-
lences are empty, noise
without meaning, words
without purpose. The si-
lence of those who could
have spoken, the complic-
ity of those who could have
acted, the selective empa-
thy of those who lamented
some wars but not others.
Condolences for Gaza and
its Palestinians are written
not in concern but in indif-
ference.

And yet, an obituary
is not only for the dead, it
is also for the living, for
those who must face the
reality of their indifference.
Gaza’s obituary is a mirror
in which the world should
confront itself. It reflects
not only the ch-ar--red ru-
ins of a city but the burnt
co-n-

science of hu--ma-
nity.

Despite all the bombs
that have exploded and all
the bullets that have been
fired, all the blood that has
been spilt and all the cries
that echo through the city.
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BEIJING: Business Executives of Chinese companies from textiles, IT, Agriculture, Industry, Mines and Minerals, Roads and
Digital Connectivity, E-commerce and Space Technologies sectors call on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

GWADAR: A delegation of Habib Bank (HBL) meeting with Director General GDA Moin ur Rehman.

QUETTA: A delegation of Pakistan Kisan Itehad led by Khalid Hussain
meeting with Deputy Commissioner Quetta Mehar ullah Badini.

LAHORE: People are buying Flags and others stuff from shops at Ganpat
road related to the celebrations of Milad-un-Nabi (Saw), in Provincial Capital.

PM Shehbaz meets Chinese
business leaders to strengthen

B2B investment and CPEC ties
BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednes-
day held a series of high-
level meetings with senior
executives of China’s lead-
ing enterprises in Beijing to
boost business-to-business
(B2B) investment coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries.

The discussions fo-
cused on expanding coop-
eration in priority sectors
including textiles, informa-
tion technology, agriculture,
industry, mines and miner-
als, road and digital connec-
tivity, e-commerce and
space technologies.

During the meetings,
the prime minister in-
formed about the compre-
hensive reforms and mea-
sures undertaken by the
government to stabilize and
strengthen Pakistan’s
economy.

These include tax in-
centives for investors,

streamlined visa policies
for Chinese nationals and
the establishment of dedi-
cated booths at major air-
ports to facilitate ease of
travel and business. He fur-
ther underlined Pakistan’s
commitment to a whole-of-
government  approach
through the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC), which has emerged
as a key platform for accel-
erating investment, ad-
dressing bottlenecks and
strengthening B2B coopera-
tion.

The prime minister
emphasized that industrial
cooperation remains the
cornerstone of Pakistan-
China economic coopera-
tion and a defining pillar of
the high-quality develop-
ment of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
as it enters into its second
phase. He invited Chinese
companies to consider Pa-
kistan as their preferred in-

vestment destination, par-
ticularly for relocating in-
dustries into Special Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs).

Pakistan, he noted,
offers a unique comparative
advantage with a large pool
of skilled and cost-effective
labor, competitive input
costs and strategic connec-
tivity to regional and global
markets.

Prime Minister Sharif
assured Chinese business
leaders that Pakistan is
committed to providing a
conducive business envi-
ronment and facilitating
win-win industrial partner-
ships.

He stressed that en-
hanced Chinese investment
in Pakistan’s SEZs will not
only contribute to
Pakistan’s economic resil-
ience and job creation but
also strengthen the vision
of CPEC as a driver of re-
gional growth, innovation
and shared prosperity.

M-6 & M-10 motorways
crucial for economic
growth: Murad Ali

U.S. firms urged to
explore investment in

Pakistan: Baker

Algeria to host 4th Intra
African Trade Fair in

September

AARI trains youth in fruit
processing to enhance

exports: Dr. Abrar

ICCI calls for export
facilitation Roadmap
to boost global trade

SCCI Chief seeks urgent
support as floods hit

Sialkot’s industry & agri.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Al-
geria is set to host the fourth
edition of the Intra-African
Trade Fair (IATF) from
September 4 to 10, 2025,
positioning itself as a key
driver of African economic
integration.

The Algerian Invest-
ment Promotion Agency
will have a strong presence
at three major events dur-
ing the fair, highlighting
Algeria’s growing role in
promoting trade, invest-
ment, and regional partner-
ships across the continent,
said a press release issued
here on Wednesday.

The IATF will open
with “Algeria Day – Invest-
ment and Trade Forum” on
September 4 at the Interna-
tional Conference Center
under the theme “Algeria:
An Emerging Platform for
Investment and Trade in
Africa.” The forum will fo-
cus on Algeria’s expanding
economy, investment-
friendly reforms, modern
infrastructure, and strategic
geographic location. Ses-
sions will also deliberate on
business climate improve-
ment, investment opportu-
nities, integration into value
chains, and strengthening

South-South partnerships.
On September 5, a

mini-summit of African in-
vestment promotion agen-
cies will take place at the
Exhibition Centre, orga-
nized in partnership with
the African Export-Import
Bank and supported by the
World Association of In-
vestment Promotion Agen-
cies (WAIPA). The summit
will bring together 30 Afri-
can agencies and interna-
tional experts to exchange
views on digital transforma-
tion, innovative financing,
and the role of investment
agencies in implementing
the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

Algeria’s pavilion at
the exhibition will provide
a platform to showcase the
business climate, invest-
ment opportunities, and fi-
nancing mechanisms, with
direct meetings with inves-
tors and exchange of exper-
tise.

A major continental
event attracting more than
2,000 exhibitors and
35,000 professional visi-
tors from 140 countries,
reflecting Algeria’s posi-
tion as a pivotal economic
hub in Africa.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chargé d’Affaires (CDA)
Natalie Baker emphasized
Pakistan’s potential as a
dynamic investment desti-
nation during a webinar
hosted by the Business
Council for International
Understanding (BCIU) the
other day.

The session brought
together American and Pa-
kistani business leaders,
along with representatives
from financial institutions,
to discuss Pakistan’s evolv-
ing economic landscape and
reform agenda.

Commending the
Sharif government’s efforts
to stabilize the economy
and foster an investor-
friendly environment, CDA
Baker underscored the op-
portunities for U.S. compa-
nies to play a pivotal role
in supporting Pakistan’s
long-term growth.

“Pakistan is the fifth
largest  country in the
world, home to 250 million
people, with 64 percent of
the population under the
age of 30. It represents one

of the world’s largest and
youngest consumer mar-
kets,” Baker noted.
“Pakistan’s GDP stands at
$412 billion, ranking 38th

globally, but projections by
Goldman Sachs suggest it
could grow to $3.3 trillion
by 2050, positioning it
among the top 10 to 15
economies worldwide.”

She highlighted sev-
eral sectors primed for U.S.
investment, including criti-
cal minerals, information
and communications tech-
nology, agriculture, energy,
and infrastructure develop-
ment.

Baker also encouraged
American companies to
partner with the U.S. For-
eign Commercial Service
team at U.S. Mission Paki-
stan and explore joint ven-
tures with local counter-
parts. “Let’s seize this mo-
ment to create profitable
opportunities for U.S. busi-
nesses, contribute to shared
economic prosperity, and
strengthen the bonds be-
tween our two nations,”
she concluded.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Ayub Agricultural Research
Institute (AARI)’s
Postharvest Research Cen-
ter (PHRC) Chief Scientist
Dr. Abrar Ahmad has said
that PHRC is emerging as a
hub for practical training in
fruit value-addition by pre-
paring young students for
employment opportunities
and contributing to enhance
national exports of Paki-
stan.

He was briefing the
participants of a 3-day
training program of
Baghban Group who on
concluding day visited the
PHRC.

Dr Abrar said that
PHRC is striving to com-
bat unemployment among
the youth by equipping
them with hands-on skills
in food processing, preser-
vation and product devel-
opment. “Our goal is not
only to create skilled human
resources but also to trans-
form Pakistan’s abundant
fruit produce into export-
able value-added products”,
he added.

He said that PHRC
laboratories are equipped
with modern food process-
ing units where students
not only observe but ac-
tively participate in each
stage of production. This
exposure instills entrepre-
neurial confidence in the
youth and enable them to
think beyond conventional
employment toward self-
reliance, he added.

Senior scientists Dr.
Humaira Kausar and Dr.
Saima Parveen joint ly
briefed the delegation about

the role of food technology
laboratories in skill devel-
opment. They said that
PHRC has designed a spe-
cial training program for
matric-level students so
that they could be given an
accessible platform to ac-
quire expertise in food tech-
nology.

The center labs pro-
vide practical demonstra-
tions on preparing a diverse
range of products from lo-
cal fruits including man-
goes, citrus fruits, jamun,
guava, falsa, peach, dates,
strawberries and papaya.
The students are trained in
techniques such as making
jams, jellies,  squashes,
pulps and juices, with an
emphasis on maintaining
hygiene and international
quality standards, they
added.

Dr. Kausar explained
that the training modules are
structured to help students
understand both the science
and the business potential
of fruit processing. “When
our youth learn how to
transform raw fruits into
commercially viable prod-
ucts, they can establish
small-scale enterprises or
work in agro-based indus-
tries”, she added.

Dr. Parveen said that
Pakistan despite being
among the top producers of
mango and citrus still loses
a considerable portion of its
harvest due to postharvest
losses. “Through such ini-
tiatives, we can minimize
these losses and turn sur-
plus produce into products
that can compete in global
markets”, she added.

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has said that the
H y d e r a b a d - S u k k u r
Motorway (M-6) and the
Karachi Northern Bypass–
Jamshoro Motorway (M-
10), are vital for the
country’s economy.

Sindh CM was talking
to a delegation, led by Fed-
eral Minister Aleem Khan
to discuss construction of
M-6 and M-10
motorways.

“M-6 would unlock
opportunities for the youth
of interior Sindh through en-
hanced connectivity, while
M-10 would “resolve
Karachi’s traffic bottle-
necks once and for all.”

Federal Communica-
tions Minister Aleem Khan
said that the National High-
way Authority will build
M-6 project with the cost
of 363 billions.

The chief minister
and federal communication
minister were briefed by
federal Secretary Ali Sher
that  the Hyderabad–
Sukkur Motorway (M-6),
the last missing north–
south motorway link, has
received final approval un-
der the Public Sector De-
velopment  Programme
(PSDP). The project, ap-
proved by ECNEC for Rs
363 billion.

The National High-
way Authority (NHA)

will implement the project
in five phases. The Islamic
Development Bank has
committed to funding two
sections, while a Chinese
company has expressed in-
terest in undertaking all
five sections, it was dis-
closed.

Highlighting its sig-
nificance, officials said that
M-6 would complete
Pakistan’s north–south
motorway backbone, link-
ing Peshawar to Karachi.

M-10 Motorway
The meeting also dis-

cussed the M-10
Motorway project, which
has evolved from a simple
bypass upgrade into a two-
segment mega initiative.
The two segments include
upgrading Karachi North-
ern Bypass (34 km) – From
ICI Bridge to Hamdard
University Chowk, con-
verted into an 8-lane
motorway. New 134 km
Motorway M-10 through
Khirthar Range – A 6-lane
motorway linking Hamdard
University Chowk to the
M-6 at Jamshoro.

Additionally, a 23 km
stretch from Hamdard Uni-
versity Chowk to the M-9
will be upgraded to a 6-lane
road. This will transform
the ent ire route from
Karachi Port to M-6 in
Jamshoro into a high-capac-
ity motorway, the meeting
was told.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) has underlined that
Pakistan’s economic future
lies in expanding its foot-
print in international mar-
kets through stronger ex-
ports.

It emphasized that
achieving this goal re-
quires the government to
foster an enabling envi-
ronment by eliminating
unnecessary barriers, low-
ering the cost of doing
business and ensuring
easier access for Pakistani
products and services into
global markets.

President ICCI Nasir
Mansoor Qureshi said Pa-
kistan holds vast poten-
tial in key sectors includ-
ing textiles, IT, pharma-
ceuticals, and engineering
goods.

However, exporters

continue to face structural
hurdles that limit com-
petitiveness, said a press
release issued here
Wednesday.

He urged the govern-
ment to simplify export
procedures, cut bureau-
cratic red tape, and provide
consistent support for in-
ternational trade promotion
initiatives.

Senior Vice Presi-
dent  Abdul Rehman
Siddiqui noted that high
energy tariffs, rising in-
put  costs, and compli-
cat ed t axat ion frame-
works are undermining
the profitability of indus-
tries, making Pakistani
exports less attractive in
global markets.

He stressed the urgent
need for reforms that would
lower production costs and
create a fair playing field for
exporters.

SIALKOT (APP): Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) President
Ikram-ul-Haq has said that
Sialkot district has been se-
verely affected by the re-
cent floods and heavy rains,
causing widespread losses
to industries, warehouses,
and ready shipments.
Stocks, including materials
imported under the Export
Facilitation Scheme (EFS),
were badly damaged, creat-
ing serious problems for ex-
porters.

He said the SCCI has
contact ed the
Collectorate of Customs
Sialkot, which advised
that exporters whose EFS
material was lost or dam-
aged should not accept re-
sponsibilit y fo r  t he
losses.  Inst ead,  they
must submit applications
through SCCI along with
photographic and video
evidence, so that the Cus-
toms team can visit sites,
verify damages, and re-
port them to government
inst itut ions.  He added
that waivers in duties and
taxes would be granted for
goods lost under EFS,
while insured exporters
could claim recovery from
their insurance compa-
nies.

Ikram-ul-Haq said the
SCCI had also launched a
relief drive with donations
from philanthropists and
the business community.
So far, one month’s ration
has been distributed among
400 families in Zafarwal,
Chaprar, and Sambrial ar-
eas, with food for another
300 families stored at the
Chamber for distribution. A
mobile medical clinic with
a doctor, nurse, and veteri-
nary support has also been
deployed, while three vans
are being sent daily to af-
fected areas with free medi-
cines.

He expressed grati-
tude to the Pakistan Army,
particularly 15-DIV and 8-
DIV Sialkot, for their logis-
tical support in ration dis-
tribution and setting up
medical camps. He ap-
pealed for more donations
and zakat, noting that ex-
isting funds may last only
a week.

The SCCI president
also highlighted that the
rice crop in Sialkot has
been devastated, along
with farmers’ tractors,
livestock, and household
belongings. “Sialkot, being
the entry point for flood-
waters from India, was the
first to suffer.

RCCI shines
at global stage
RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(RCCI) has been acknowl-
edged at the ongoing Glo-
bal SME Summit-2025 in
Davos, Switzerland, as
Usman Shaukat, President
RCCI is to present
Pakistan’s robust industrial
potent ial before the
world’s top enterprises.

The three day summit
started from 3rd September
, is focusing on small and
media enterprises through
interactive bilateral and
multi later engagements
strengthening business to
business bonds among the
participants.

In an exclusive brief
interaction with APP,
Usman highlighted his aims
to represent Pakistan at the
summit, where he will de-
liver a presentation and ad-
dress to portray the
country’s potential as ‘a
lucrative investment desti-
nation’. “Pakistan is open
for business,” he said, em-
phasizing the country’s di-
verse sectors, including
manufacturing and services.

Usman, in his address
at the global economic stage
will showcase Pakistan’s
economic outlook, the role
of the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC),
and the government’s efforts
to attract foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI). “From
Rawalpindi’s pharmaceuti-
cal and IT clusters to
Sialkot’s surgical and sports
industries, and Gujarat’s fan
and ceramic sectors,
Pakistan’s SME sector is the
backbone of our economy,”
usman said when asked the
key features of Pakistan’s
production domain.

September 2nd week
recommended as prime

time for carrot cultivation
FAISALABAD (APP):
The agronomy experts have
advised growers to prepare
their lands immediately as
second week of September
offers ideal conditions for
sowing carrots.

A spokesman for Ag-
riculture (Extension) De-
partment said here on
Wednesday that carrot is
largely used in Pakistan be-
cause it is a rich source of
several vitamins and min-
erals. He said that the farm-
ers should cultivate carrot
over maximum space of
their lands because it would
not only cater to domestic
food needs but would also
help the growers to mitigate
their financial issues.

He said that second
week of September is most
suitable for carrot cultiva-
tion. Hence, their growers
should select deep, sandy-
loam soils for cultivation of
this crop. They should
avoid from clayey or heavy
soils which tend to produce
forked, multi-rooted car-

rots, he added.
He said that deep,

sandy–loam soils and op-
timal temperature ensures
superior quality and yield
and in this connection,
sowing should ideally oc-
cur in the second week of
September. He said that the
growers should cultivate
approved varieties of car-
rot and its seeds should be
soaked in water for 12
hours prior to cultivation
as this step would increase
germination and enhance
production.

He advised the grow-
ers to use clean, disease-
free, high-vigor seed stock
with good sprouting and
free of weed contaminants.

The farmers should
use 6 to 8 kilograms (kg)
seed per acre as it is suffi-
cient under normal condi-
tions. However, in case of
autumn sowing, the seed
rates may be increased up
to 15 kg per acre to offset
temperature or growth
stress factors, he added.

Rupee gains 02
paisa against

US Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Rupee on Wednesday
appreciated by 02 paisa
against the US Dollar in the
interbank trading and closed
at Rs 281.70 against the
previous day’s closing Rs
281.72.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs 282.6 and Rs 283.4,
respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by 33 paisa to
close at Rs 328.33 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
328.03, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese yen re-
mained unchanged and
closed at Rs 1.89, whereas
an increase of 58 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which was traded at
Rs377.74 compared to the
previous day’s closing of
Rs377.16.

The exchange rate of
the Emirates Dirham de-
clined by 01 paisa, while
the Saudi Riyal stood stag-
nant to close at Rs75.07.

PSX continues
with bullish

trend, gains 1,226
more points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Stock
Exchange’s (PSX) bench-
mark KSE-100 Index con-
tinued with bullish trend on
Wednesday, gaining
1,226.39 more points, a
positive change of 0.81 per-
cent, closing at 152,201.88
points against 150,975.48
points last trading day.

A total of
1,043,232,122 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 1,081,077,703
shares the previous trading
day, whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs 51.308
billion against Rs 44.424
billion on the last trading
day.

As many as 477 com-
panies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
242 of them recorded gains
and 204 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
31 companies remained un-
changed.

The three top trading
companies were Pace (Pak)
Limited with 89,287,134
shares at Rs 6.95 per share,
Fauji Foods Limited with
73,360,809 shares at
Rs18.15 per share and Bank
of Punjab with 51,572,354
shares at Rs17.37 per share.

Hoechst Pakistan
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs 210.03
per share price, closing at
Rs 3,999.38.

SWCCI
launches relief
operation for
flood victims

SARGODHA (APP): The
Sargodha Women Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(SWCCI) has initiated a
comprehensive humanitar-
ian relief mission in the Kot
Momin area, affected by
devastating floods and tor-
rential rains in Punjab.

Talking to the APP
here, the SWCCI Founder
President Shamim Aftab
said that SWCCI will pro-
vide 200 ration packs flood-
hit families will receive es-
sential ration packs, adding
that 100 families already
benefiting from food sup-
plies in the first phase.

She said that each af-
fected family will also re-
ceive Rs. 10,000 to help
them rebuild their lives with
dignity.

She said that  t he
SWCCI team, including
Ex-MPA Nasreen Tariq,
Senior  Member  Rabia
Busri,  Ex-MPA Sajida
Begum,  and others,  is
working tirelessly to sup-
port flood victims.

She highlighted that
the Woman Chamber will
formally report its efforts
to the district administra-
tion to ensure coordinated
action and greater impact.

Shamim Aftab said
that the Chamber’s relief
operat ion showcases
women’s leadership, com-
passion, and commitment
to social responsibility.
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BFA fines multiple
outlets for violations
QUETTA (6 AM Report) :
The Balochistan Food Au-
thority (BFA) conducted
inspections in Killi Barat
and surrounding areas, im-
posing fines on several es-
tablishments, including one
restaurant and three general
stores, for violations of
food safety regulations.

According to a BFA
spokesperson, the restau-
rant was penalized for poor
hygiene and the personal
cleanliness of staff, as well
as for failing to display
manufacturing and expiry
dates on food items. The
inspection also revealed the
use of chemical-printed pa-
per and newspapers for
packaging food products.

In addition, the general
stores were found selling
expired spices and sweets.
Prohibited items, including
gutka and non-food grade
colorings, were also seized
during the operation.

The BFA spokesper-
son emphasized that strict
act ions will continue
against violators to ensure
the public has access to safe
and quality food products.

Wadh observes shutdown
after attack on Akhtar Jan

180 Balochistan youth
secure jobs in gulf thru

B-TEVTA program
Opportunities also planned in the US, UK,

Japan, and Korea, says Tareq Javed Mengal

Majeed Badini says

No flood threat to Jaffarabad,
people should remain salm

Sariab Road Blast a
deliberate attack on
peace: Wali Norzai

Section 144 imposed in
Naseerabad, Sibi amid
Monsoon flood threats
Balochistan Home Department warns

of strict action against damage to
canals, levees and illegal constructions

Quetta blast:
Death toll
rises to 15,

FIR registered
QUETTA (ANN) – The
death toll from the suicide
bombing on Sariab Road
near Shahwani Stadium has
risen to 15, while at least
38 others remain injured,
according to Balochistan’s
health department.

A spokesperson for
the Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) confirmed
that an FIR has been regis-
tered under murder, at-
tempted murder, and anti-
terrorism provisions
against unidentified sus-
pects. The CTD further
said that body parts of the
suicide attacker have been
taken into custody and sent
for forensic examination.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif strongly
condemned the attack, di-
recting authorities to pro-
vide the injured with the
best possible medical treat-
ment. He also ordered se-
curity agencies to swiftly
identify and bring the per-
petrators to justice.

Zarak condemns
suicide attack
on BNP rally

QUETTA (ANN) : Mem-
ber of Balochistan Assem-
bly, Sheikh Zarak Khan
Mandokhail, has expressed
deep grief and sorrow over
the loss of precious lives in
the recent suicide attack at
the Balochistan National
Party (BNP) rally, terming
it a cowardly act aimed at
undermining national and
political unity.

Speaking to the media
after visiting the injured at
the hospital, Sheikh Zarak
said such barbaric acts can-
not break the will of the
people. He prayed for the
speedy recovery of the in-
jured and extended heartfelt
condolences to the families
of those martyred.

He emphasized that
terrorism is a failed attempt
to destabilize Pakistan, but
the people and political
parties remain united
against it. “No such ele-
ments will ever succeed in
pushing the country to-
wards chaos,” he stated.

The MPA further said
that state institutions are
taking practical steps to
improve law and order and
will leave no stone unturned
in the fight against terror-
ism.

Fateha Khwani to
be held in Qta for
Afghan earthquake

victims
QUETTA (UNA): A Fateha
Khwani will be held at the
Afghan Council Quetta to
honor the victims of the re-
cent devastating earthquakes
in Afghanistan’s Kunar and
Nangarhar provinces. The
prayer gathering is sched-
uled for Friday, September
5, from 2:00 PM to 5:00
PM.

During the ceremony,
prayers will be offered for
the elevation of the mar-
tyrs’ ranks, and solidarity
will be expressed with the
families affected by the trag-
edy. The Afghan commu-
nity and local dignitaries are
expected to attend the event
to show their support and
sympathy.

DC inaugurates
polio drive

USTA MUHAMMAD
(APP)-Deputy Commis-
sioner Usta Muhammad,
Razaq Khan Khajak offi-
cially inaugurated the na-
tional anti-polio campaign
by administering polio
drops to a child under five
year in the district.

A short but important
ceremony was held on this
occasion, in which repre-
sentatives of the health de-
partment, district adminis-
tration, police and civil so-
ciety part icipated. Ad-
dressing at the ceremony,
the Deputy Commissioner
said that polio is a deadly
disease, the complete eradi-
cation of which is the joint
responsibility of all of us. 

Security tightened in Quetta
after blast; special measures
for Rabi-ul-Awwal processions
Police, Rangers deploy additional forces at sensitive

sites; citizens urged to remain vigilant and report
suspicious activity

Health Minister visits Civil
Hospital Quetta, inquires

after blast victims
Kakar vows no negligence in treatment; says nation

united against terrorism

Political space shrinking in
Balochistan, workers being
martyred: Dr. Malik Baloch
National Party announces three days of mourning,

postpones Hub rally after deadly suicide attack

Ex-QDA director
booked in major
land scam probe

Anti-Corruption
Balochistan launches
operation over bogus
allotment of 26 plots;

raids underway to
arrest suspect

QUETTA (ANN):  On the
direct ives of Director
General Anti-Corruption
Balochistan,  Abdul
Waheed Kakar, a major in-
vest igat ion has been
launched against former
Director Town Planning of
Quetta Development Au-
thorit y (QDA),  Zahid
Hussain Bugti, over the al-
leged bogus allotment of
26 plots.

The probe, led by
Deputy Director Sheikh
Munir Ahmed and In-
vestigating Officer Shah
M u h a m m a d
Mando kha il,  accuses
Zahid Hussain of forg-
ery, abuse of authority,
and t amper ing  wit h
records of the Hazarganji
Complex. A formal case
has been r egis t er ed
against him.

Hanna hills to turn
green under Quetta’s
new plantation plan

Irrigation minister vows
crackdown on water
theft in Naseerabad

Sadiq Umrani calls for officer accountability,
enforcement of court orders, and recovery of

government dues

QUETTA: Provincial Women Development Advisor
Dr. Rababa Khan Baledi met with Taraqee Foundation
head Amjad Rasheed to discuss advancing women’s
social roles and participation in decision-making. Dr.
Baledi highlighted ongoing initiatives aimed at women’s
economic empowerment in Balochistan to contribute
to family and provincial progress. She assured that the
government is committed to providing facilities and
ensuring strong female representation in policymaking.
Amjad Rasheed pledged full support for women’s wel-
fare and emphasized that partnership can accelerate
social development goals in the province.

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division Shahzaib Khan Kakar presides
over the held meeting regarding plant trees on the mountains of Hanna Lake.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan Presides over
the meeting regarding Balochistan Educational Endowment Fund and Col-
leges Department.

Lawyers announce boycott of court
proceedings over BNP rally blast

JAFARABAD: MPA Abdul Majeed Badini talk-
ing with people during the review of Irrigation
Drainage.

NASEERABAD: Provincial Minister for Irriga-
tion Mir Sadiq Umarani being briefed by SE Irri-
gation Ghulam Sarwar Bangulzai.

QUETTA: Advisor to CM for Excise and Taxation Mir Muhammad Khan
Lehri listening the problems of people.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti presides over
the meeting regarding Universal Service Fund Empowering Communities.

Turbat (6 AM Report) :
National Party President
and former Chief Minister
of Balochistan, Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch, has said that
the suicide attack at the
party’s rally in Hub was a
deliberate conspiracy aimed
at restricting political activi-
ties and cornering demo-
cratic forces.Speaking to re-
porters, Dr. Malik recalled
that this was not the first
such incident, citing the ear-
lier attack on Sardar Akhtar
Mengal’s long march. He
said political space is being
squeezed, while anti-social
elements are being allowed
free rein to spread intoler-
ance across society.

Paying tribute to the
martyred party workers,
Dr. Malik said the tragedy
is a national loss that has

plunged the entire political
leadership and cadres into
mourning. He announced
that the National Party will
observe three days of
mourning and has post-
poned its September 14
rally in Hub, with a new
date to be announced later.

He emphasized that
all democratic forces believ-
ing in the supremacy of the
Constitution and Parlia-
ment are being pushed into
a dead end. “The killing of
political workers is con-
demnable and intolerable,
but such tactics cannot end
political struggle or sup-
press ideological politics,”
he said.

Dr. Malik called for a
joint strategy against terror-
ism and political repression,
reaffirming his support for

the decisions of the All Par-
ties Conference recently
held in Quetta.

He reminded that the
National Party has faced the
toughest of times in the
past, yet never abandoned
its struggle or deviated from
its ideological stance.

Senior leaders of the
National Party including
Kahda Akram Dashti, Cen-
tral Finance Secretary Haji
Fida Hussain Dashti, Lala
Rasheed Dashti,  Mulla
Barkat  Baloch, Haml
Baloch, Dr. Muhammad
Noor, Balkh Sher Qazi,
Nazimuddin Advocate,
Muhammad Jan Dashti,
and District President
Younus Javed Dashti, along
with a large number of
workers, were present on
the occasion.

Quetta (ANN) —
Balochistan Health Minis-
ter Bakhth Muhammad
Kakar paid an emergency
visit to Civil Hospital
Quetta on Tuesday to in-
quire after those injured in
the recent blast at the BNP-
Mengal rally. During his
visit, the minister met with
doctors and paramedical
staff, reviewing the medi-
cal facilities being provided
to the injured. He directed
hospital authorities to en-
sure that no negligence is
shown in the treatment of
the victims and that imme-
diate steps are taken for
their proper care.

Condemning the inci-
dent, Kakar said the cow-
ardly act of terrorism not
only claimed innocent lives
but  was also aimed at
spreading fear and instabil-
ity in the province. “The
people and political parties
stand united against terror-

ism. Such elements will
never succeed in their evil
designs to destabilize
Balochistan and the coun-
try,” he asserted.

He further stated that
the people of Balochistan
have always made sacri-
fices, and it is because of
these sacrifices that terror-
ists will never achieve their
objectives. He assured that
the provincial government
would provide full medical
treatment for the injured
and extend all possible as-
sistance to the affected fami-
lies.

Expressing solidarity
with the bereaved families,
the minister offered heart-
felt condolences and
prayers for the martyrs.
“The sacrifices of the mar-
tyrs will never go in vain.
May Allah grant the mar-
tyrs a place in His mercy
and bless the injured with
speedy recovery,” he added.

QUETTA (APP)-Com-
missioner Quetta Divi-
sion Shahzeb Khan Kakar
on Wednesday chaired a
meeting regarding making
the mountains of Hanna
green, lush and planting
trees.

The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy Com-
missioner Quet ta
Mehrullah Badini, Director
Development Quetta Divi-
sion Zahoor Ahmed, Assis-
tant Commissioner Politi-
cal Kaleemullah and offic-
ers of the Forest Depart-
ment and Environment De-
partment.

The meeting was in-
formed that as per the in-
structions of the provincial
government, a plan would
be prepared to plant trees
on the mountains of Hanna
Lake and make them green
and beautiful.

On this occasion, a
detailed review was pre-
sented regarding the avail-
ability of water, groundwa-
ter situation, weather con-

ditions and selection of suit-
able trees.

It was said in the meet-
ing that tree plantation has
been done in Quetta during
the monsoon, while in the
future, trees will be selected
according to the weather of
Quetta.

For this purpose, a
comprehensive feasibility
report will be prepared in
which those trees that grow
fast in the local environment
and can survive in less wa-
ter will be identified.

It was further in-
formed that as per the in-
structions of the provincial
government, steps will be
taken to plant olive, fig,
pomegranate, pistachio and
other fruit-bearing trees on
the mountains of Hanna so
that the mountains are not
only green but also the eco-
nomic needs of the people
can be met.

In this regard, a de-
tailed review of the testing,
survival and other aspects
of the trees will be taken.

QUETTA (UNA) – Prom-
ising employment oppor-
tunities are opening up for
youth from underprivileged
families in Balochistan.
Under the Balochistan
Technical Education and
Vocational Training Author-
ity (B-TEVTA) program,
180 trained youths have
secured jobs in Saudi
Arabia, Dubai, and Qatar,
with 150 currently work-
ing in construction projects
and companies in Saudi
Arabia.

B-TEVTA Managing
Director Tareq Javed
Mengal said that since the
program’s launch in Octo-

ber 2024, over 12,000 ap-
plications have been re-
ceived, and 6,000 youth
have been enrolled in vari-
ous skill-development
courses. He highlighted that
Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030
projects are providing sig-
nificant employment op-
portunities, which skilled
Baloch youth are benefit-
ing from. In addition to
technical training, partici-
pants were taught basic
Arabic to better adapt to
the Gulf work environ-
ment. Some have secured
positions with major Saudi
companies, including sub-
sidiaries of Aramco.

QUETTA (ANN): Security
across Quetta has been put
on high alert following the
recent blast at a Balochistan
National Party (Mengal)
rally. Police, Rangers, and
other security agencies
have intensified deploy-
ment at sensitive locations,
including major roads, mar-
kets, educational institu-
tions, and public gathering
points.

Authorities an-
nounced that in view of
upcoming Rabi-ul-Awwal
processions, religious gath-
erings, and events, special
security measures will be

implemented according to
the threat level. Citizens
have been advised to avoid
unnecessary gatherings and
to immediately report any
suspicious activity to rel-
evant authorities.

Checkpoints have
been set up along major
roads and public areas
where vehicles and indi-
viduals are being thoroughly
screened. Security officials
emphasized that these mea-
sures are solely for the pro-
tection of citizens and as-
sured that any suspicious
movement will be dealt
with immediately.

JAFFARABAD (6 AM
Report) — Provincial Par-
liamentary Secretary for
S&GAD, Engineer Abdul
Majeed Badini, has reas-
sured the people of
Jaffarabad that there is no
threat of flooding in the dis-
trict, urging citizens not to
pay attention to rumors.
He said he would remain in
his constituency until all
possible risks are over and
would not leave the people
alone in this situation.

Addressing an emer-
gency press conference on
the possible flood situation
in Jaffarabad, Badini said:
“I am present among my
people in Dera Allah Yar.
There is no need for fear or
panic — not a drop of wa-
ter will be allowed to enter
the city, God willing. We
successfully countered at-
tempts in 2024 when op-
ponents tried to breach the
embankments under the
cover of night, and this time
too, we will protect the city

from all dangers.”
He added that devel-

opment promises are being
fulfilled, including the con-
struction of a grid station,
drainage schemes, establish-
ment of a vegetable market,
provision of clean drinking
water, and supply of canal
water from Pat Feeder to
Dera Allah Yar.

He claimed that nega-
tive propaganda and pro-
tests are being orches-
t rated to  obstruct
progress, but he remains
steadfast in his commit-
ment to deliver.

Criticizing past prac-
tices, Badini said that com-
missions were taken from
government offices, money
was made through develop-
ment schemes, and plots
were occupied for personal
gain. “My record is clean, I
have always presented
myself for accountability,
and I will continue to do so
before the people,” he de-
clared.

QUETTA (UNA) – Paki-
stan Muslim League-N
(PML-N) Balochistan
leader and Parliamentary
Secretary for Social Wel-
fare, Haji Wali Muhammad
Norzai, has strongly con-
demned the recent blast near
Shahwani Stadium on
Sariab Road in Quetta. He
called it a deliberate and ma-
licious attempt to disrupt
law and order.

Norzai said the attack
caused the loss of innocent
lives and political workers
while undermining demo-

cratic processes and politi-
cal activities in Balochistan.
“These terrorist incidents
indicate that certain ele-
ments do not want lasting
peace in the province.

Such attacks target not
only the people of
Balochistan but the integ-
rity of Pakistan as a whole,”
he added.

He expressed deep
condolences to the families
of the martyrs and prayed
for their patience, while
also wishing a speedy re-
covery for the injured.

NASEERABAD (6 AM
Report): Provincial Minis-
ter for Irrigation, Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani,
has stressed the need for
officers to adopt a proac-
tive and responsible ap-
proach to uplift the morale
and performance of the Ir-
rigation Department.

Accompanied by Pro-
vincial Irrigation Secretary
Saleh Muhammad Nasir,
the minister visited the Ir-
rigation Circle Office in
Naseerabad, where he was
briefed by Superintending
Engineer Ghulam Sarwar
Bangulzai on ongoing canal
desilting, infrastructure re-
pair, and agricultural water
distribution initiatives.

The visit was at-
tended by Deputy Com-
missioner Naseerabad

Munir Ahmed Khan Kakar,
Chief Engineer Canals Nasir
Majeed, PPP Naseerabad
Division President Mir
Bilal Sadiq Umrani, Execu-
tive Engineer Pat Feeder
Canal Fareed Ahmed
Pindrani, Project Director
Atiq-ur-Rehman, Sub-Divi-
sional Officers Amanullah
Gajani and Rasool Bakhsh
Pindrani, and Deputy Di-
rector Agriculture Exten-
sion Zaheer Ahmed Umrani.

Minister Umrani high-
lighted the department’s on-
going efforts to enhance the
productivity of the Green
Belt in Naseerabad Divi-
sion.

He emphasized coor-
dinated action with district
administration to curb ille-
gal water theft and misuse
of irrigation resources.

WADH (UNA) : In solidar-
ity with Balochistan Na-
tional Party (BNP) chief
Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal
and the victims of the re-
cent suicide bombing in
Quetta’s Sariab area, trad-
ers in Wadh have declared a
three-day mourning period
and complete shutter-down
strike.

The Anjuman-e-
Tajiran Wadh announced
that all markets, shops, ho-
tels, restaurants, and com-
mercial centers will remain
closed during the mourning
period. Leaders of the trad-
ers’ association stated that
the attack was not just on
Akhtar Mengal or the BNP,
but “an assault on the emo-
tions of the entire Baloch

nation.”
They emphasized that

the strike is meant to pay
tribute to the martyrs and
send a strong message of
solidarity—that the Baloch
people stand firmly with
their political leadership.

The association de-
manded a high-level inves-
tigation into the incident,
review of the security
lapses, and immediate fi-
nancial assistance and com-
pensation for the victims’
families.

Appealing to the pub-
lic, the traders urged pa-
tience and unity during the
mourning period, calling for
silence and restraint as a
symbolic tribute to those
who lost their lives.

QUETTA (ANN): In view
of heavy monsoon rains
and potential flood risks,
the Balochistan Home De-
partment has imposed Sec-
tion 144 in Naseerabad and
Sibi divisions. Citizens,
farmers, and those linked to
the agriculture sector have
been cautioned that strict
safety measures are being
enforced to protect lives
and property.

According to the noti-
fication, cutting or damag-
ing canals, water channels,
headworks, or levees has
been strictly prohibited.
Weakening protective em-
bankments or interfering
with official flood-control
measures will be treated as

a crime. Establishing unau-
thorized temporary or per-
manent embankments, en-
croachments, makeshift
shops, or cattle pens will
face strict legal action.

Any attempt to divert
or obstruct the natural flow
of canal or floodwater has
been completely banned.
Swimming or boating with-
out permission has also
been prohibited. Violators
will face action under Sec-
tion 188 of the Pakistan
Penal Code, in addition to
punishments under the
Balochistan Canal and
Drainage Ordinance, 1980.
Police have been authorized
to arrest offenders without
a warrant.

QUETTA (6 AM Report) :
The Balochistan High Court
Bar Association on Tuesday
strongly condemned the re-
cent bomb blast at the
Balochistan National Party
(BNP) rally and announced
a province-wide boycott of
court proceedings on
Wednesday, September 3,
2025. In a joint statement

issued by the Bar
Association’s president and
cabinet members, the attack
at Shahwani Stadium in
Quetta was denounced as a
cowardly act of terrorism
that not only claimed inno-
cent lives but also repre-
sented a deliberate con-
spiracy to push the coun-
try toward instability.
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Governor visits injured BNP
workers at trauma center

JI Balochistan to mark
Sept 27 as ‘Ahmadi non-

Muslim verdict’ day

ACS Home says

Saryab incident was beyond
control, could not be prevented

Hamza Shafqat says BNP rally was warned
thrice to disperse; CM announces Rs1.5m for

martyrs, Rs0.5m for injured

Fazla condemns Quetta
suicide attack, slams

security lapses
JUI-F chief urges political and social

unity to eradicate terrorism

Vice Admiral Muhammad Faisal
Abbasi calls on CM Balochistan

CM vows zero tolerance for lapses in treatment

Anti-peace elements will
never succeed in sabotaging
Balochistan’s stability: CM

CM Bugti orders airlift
option for blast victims
All provincial resources to be used for best medical care;

critical patients to be shifted to Karachi if needed

QUETTA (ANN) : Jamaat-
e-Islami Balochistan Ameer
and Member of Provincial
Assembly, Maulana
Hidayat ur Rehman, has
said that his party firmly
stands by its 1974 position
when the National Assem-
bly declared Ahmadis as
non-Muslims, a move in
which Jamaat-e-Islami leg-
islators played a vital role.
He announced that Septem-
ber 27th – the day Parlia-
ment passed the historic
resolution – will be ob-
served across Balochistan,
reaffirming the party’s
stance that Ahmadis are
non-Muslims.

Speaking at a press
conference at Quetta Press
Club alongside party lead-
ers including Provincial
General Secretary Murtaza
Kakar, Vice President Zahid
Akhtar, Deputy General
Secretary Noorul Haq
Ghilzai, Deputy Ameer
Maulana Abdul Kabir
Shakir, and Information
Secretary Abdul Wali

Shakir, he said the move-
ment against Qadianism
was ideologically spear-
headed by Maulana
Maududi through his 1953
publication Qadiani Masla,
which exposed the Ahmadi
beliefs in light of Quran and
Sunnah. He recalled that
Jamaat-e-Islami and its stu-
dent wing, Islami Jamiat
Talaba, made immense sac-
rifices during the 1953
Khatm-e-Nabuwwat move-
ment, turning it into a na-
tionwide struggle. “The
Parliament’s historic 1974
decision declaring Ahmadis
non-Muslims remains final,
and we will continue to
uphold it,” he stressed.

Condemning the re-
cent suicide attack on a
Balochistan National Party
(BNP) rally, Maulana
Hidayat expressed deep
grief over the loss of pre-
cious lives and extended
solidarity with the affected
families, saying Jamaat-e-
Islami equally shares their
pain.

BEIJING: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo with the world leaders during the celebrations of 80th
birthday of Anti-fascist war.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti and Provincial
Ministers enquiring about the health of victims of Shahwani Stadium blast.

Justice Shahid Bilal says:

Constitutional bench marks
milestone in judicial reform
SC Judge highlights parliament’s vision, urges timely justice,

institutional efficiency at international legal forum in London

QUETTA (6 AM Report):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that
terrorists are targeting inno-
cent civilians in an act of
cowardice and enmity to-
ward humanity. “These
anti-peace elements will
never succeed in sabotaging
Balochistan’s stability,” he
asserted.

Bugti expresses these
views during his emergency
visit to Civil Hospital
Quetta’s Trauma Centre
and CMH to inquire about
the condition of those in-
jured in the Shahwani Sta-
dium blast.

Accompanied by
Health Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, Indus-
tries Minister Sardar

Kohyar Khan Domki, Par-
liamentary Secretary
Muhammad Khan Lehri,
MPA Haji Ali Madad Jatak,
and Senator Agha Shahzeb
Durrani, the Chief Minis-
ter reviewed medical ser-
vices being provided to the
injured.

Senior officials includ-
ing Health Secretary
Mujeeb ur Rehman, Quetta
Commissioner Jehanzeb
Khan, and Deputy Com-
missioner Mehrullah
Badini were also present.

Hospital and Health
Department officials gave a
detailed briefing to the CM
on treatment facilities and
emergency measures taken
for the victims. CM Bugti
met with patients and their

families, expressed his soli-
darity, and assured them
that the government is fully
committed to their care.

He expressed satisfac-
tion with the medical ar-
rangements and said all nec-
essary resources are being
utilized to ensure the best
treatment.

“Orders to airlift criti-
cally injured patients to
Karachi were issued last
night,” he said, adding that
no negligence in care will be
tolerated.

He further assured the
families of the martyrs that
they will not be left alone.
“The government stands
firmly with the victims and
will provide all possible
support and assistance.”

QUETTA (6 AM Report):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti has di-
rected that the provincial
government’s air services
be utilized to shift critically
injured victims of the recent
Quetta tragedy to Karachi
for advanced treatment on
doctors’ recommendations.

The Chief Minister
instructed authorities to
provide full cooperation
and take immediate mea-
sures to ensure that all in-
jured receive the best pos-
sible medical facilities. “Ev-
ery effort must be made to
save lives and provide
world-class treatment,” he
said, while emphasizing the
need to equip hospitals
with modern facilities to
enable early recovery of
patients. Bugti assured that
all resources of the
Balochistan government are
available for the treatment
of the injured and that no
effort will be spared. He
directed relevant depart-

ments to avoid any delay
in treatment, transfer, or
provision of medical sup-
port, stressing that every
victim should receive com-
plete care.

He highlighted that
the decision to deploy air
services for critically in-
jured patients reflects the
government’s commitment
to public service and its re-
sponsibility towards citi-
zens in times of crisis. “Pro-
viding immediate and effec-
tive medical relief is the
government’s top priority,”
he said, adding that patients
shifted to renowned hospi-
tals in Karachi will be
treated under the supervi-
sion of specialist doctors.

The Chief Minister
also appealed to the public
to step forward and sup-
port the victims and their
families in this difficult
time, reaffirming the
government’s pledge to
stand by those affected and
ensure their swift recovery.

QUETTA (ANN): Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
(Home) Balochistan,
Hamza Shafqat, has said
that the Saryab blast was
beyond the control of se-
curity agencies and could
not have been prevented.
Addressing a joint press
conference with senior po-
lice officials in Quetta, he
stated that the Balochistan
National Party’s (BNP)
rally had been repeatedly
cautioned about security
threats, but the warnings
were not taken seriously.

He clarified that the
rally was scheduled for 3
p.m., while the suicide blast
occurred around 9 p.m.,
nearly 500 kilometers away
from the rally venue. “The
incident took place 45 min-
utes after the rally ended.
The organizers were told
three times to conclude the
event early, but they ig-
nored the advice. Had the
explosion occurred inside
the rally venue, the loss
would have been far
greater,” Shafqat said.

According to him, the
suicide bomber, under the
age of 30, used around 8
kilograms of explosives.
The at tacker’s remains
have been recovered. He
confirmed that 120 police
personnel had been de-
ployed for the BNP rally.

Shafqat further said
that the provincial govern-
ment had already shared
threat alerts with the con-
cerned political party. He
stressed that political orga-
nizers must take such secu-
rity advisories seriously in
the future. “The responsi-
bility of identifying those
behind the attack lies with
us, but organizers also need
to cooperate. We have re-
peatedly appealed to the
public to control their move-
ments, especially on Sep-
tember 6, given the height-
ened security threats,” he
added. The Additional Chief
Secretary also noted that
terror groups were attempt-
ing to destabilize Pakistan,
particularly ahead of the
12th Rabi-ul-Awal.

QUETTA (UNA) – Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (F) chief,
Maulana Fazlur Rehman,
has strongly condemned
the suicide attack at the
Balochistan National Party
(BNP) rally in Quetta, call-
ing it a result of “complete
negligence and incompe-
tence” of the security insti-
tutions.

In a statement, the
JUI-F leader said the attack
not only endangered inno-
cent lives but also further
deteriorated the law-and-
order situation in the coun-
try. He demanded that
those responsible for the
attack be given exemplary
punishment so that “no one
dares to carry out such
cowardly acts in the fu-
ture.” Maulana Fazlur
Rehman criticized law en-
forcement agencies and the
government for failing to
protect citizens, saying:
“The state has completely
failed to safeguard its

people, while the worsen-
ing security environment is
being ignored.”

He expressed concern
that democratic forces are
being obstructed both in-
side and outside Parliament,
undermining the political
process. Despite this, he
vowed that democratic
voices will remain strong.

The JUI-F chief of-
fered prayers for the de-
ceased and expressed heart-
felt sympathy with the be-
reaved families. He also
thanked Almighty Allah for
protecting senior political
leaders including BNP
President Sardar Akhtar
Jan Mengal and
Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party chief Mehmood
Khan Achakzai, who re-
mained safe in the incident.

Calling for a transpar-
ent and impartial investiga-
tion, Fazlur Rehman urged
the government to bring
perpetrators to justice.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Su-
preme Court’s Justice
Shahid Bilal Hassan has
said that constitutional
bench, established under the
26th Amendment to the
Constitution, reflected the
will of Parliament and
marked a structural devel-
opment in the Court’s func-
tioning.

On the invitation of the
International Lawyers As-
sociation (ILA), Mr. Jus-
tice Shahid Bilal Hassan at-
tended the Annual ILA Semi-
nar and Dinner at Gray’s
Inn, London, where he was
the Guest of Honor, ac-
cording to a pres release.

The event was at-
tended by distinguished
group of the global legal fra-
ternity, with notable par-
ticipation from South Asia
— particularly Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and India —
alongside senior practitio-
ners and a former member
of the judiciary from the
United Kingdom.

The Seminar provided
a vital platform for dialogue
on contemporary legal is-
sues, challenges confronting
judicial systems, and the
shared commitment of the
international legal commu-
nity to justice and the rule
of law.

In his address, Justice

Shahid Bilal Hassan spoke
on two central themes: the
importance of the Consti-
tutional Bench of the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan
and the need to address
case pendency.

He explained that the
Constitutional Bench, es-
tablished under the 26th
Amendment to the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan, 1973,
reflects the will of Parlia-
ment and marks a structural
development in the Court’s
functioning.

The Bench, he noted,
ensures dedicated focus on
constitutional interpreta-
tion and adjudication, with
the judiciary faithfully dis-
charging its role as guardian
of the Constitution within
the framework, prescribed
by law. He emphasized that
the judiciary cannot extend
its mandate beyond the
limits set by the Constitu-
tion and must consistently
adhere to its constitutional
role.

On the issue of back-
log, Justice Bilal acknowl-
edged the heavy pendency
of cases before the Supreme
Court, stressing that access
to justice requires timely
and efficient disposal of
disputes. He reaffirmed
that the judges are deeply

conscious of their constitu-
tional duty and remain fully
devoted to discharging it
with diligence, impartiality,
and efficiency.

He underlined the im-
portance of systematic
measures such as improved
case management, technol-
ogy-driven solutions for
hearings and tracking, and
better rationalization of ju-
dicial time to prioritize mat-
ters of significant constitu-
tional consequence.

Reducing pendency,
he stressed, is not only an
administrative necessity
but also a constitutional im-
perative essential to public
confidence in the judiciary
and the rule of law.

Justice Shahid Bilal’s
remarks were warmly re-
ceived by participants and
reflected the Supreme
Court of Pakistan’s resolve
to address contemporary
challenges with foresight
while remaining anchored in
constitutionalism, fairness,
and the rule of law.

His participation at
this prestigious forum also
contributed to strengthen-
ing professional bonds, en-
hancing mutual understand-
ing, and fostering meaning-
ful exchange among jurists
and lawyers from diverse
jurisdictions.

QUETTA: Governor of Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail inquiring about health of blast
injured persons at Trauma center.

QUETTA: Vice Admiral Muhammad Faisal Abbasi
Hilal-e-Imtiaz (Military) meeting with Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti.

QUETTA (APP)-Vice Ad-
miral Muhammad Faisal
Abbasi Hilal-e-Imtiaz
(Military), Commander
Karachi called on
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti here on
Wednesday and invited him
to participate in the second
edition of the Pakistan In-
ternational Maritime Expo
and Conference (PIMEC).

He expressed satisfac-
tion that the Balochistan
government had success-
fully participated in the

first edition of PIMEC
2023 and had also signed
agreements worth US $ 400
million. Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said that the provin-
cial government would play
a full role in every forum of
national development and
all possible steps to be
taken to further promote
investment opportunities in
the maritime sector.

Souvenirs were also
exchanged at the end of the
meeting.

QUETTA (APP)-Gover-
nor Balochistan Jaffar
Khan Mandokhel on
Wednesday visited to Pro-
vincial Sandman Hospital’s
Trauma center to inquire
about the health of
Balochistan National
Party-Mengal (BNP-M)
political workers who in-
jured in the Shahwani Sta-
dium blast last night. 

He also inquired about
the well-being of each in-
jured person in the ward and
reviewed their condition
and appreciated the timely
measures and excellent care
taken by the doctors and
paramedical staff present
there.

The Governor
Balochistan issued special
instructions to provide all
necessary medical facilities
to the injured and arrange
for the immediate transfer
of the seriously injured to
Karachi for immediate
treatment. 

During his visit to the

Trauma Center, the Gover-
nor also expressed his deep
concern over the incident
and prayed for early recov-
ery of the injured.

However, about 13
people were martyred and
35 others injured in a sui-
cide bombing took place
near Shahwani stadium of
Sariab area after concluding
of the public meeting of
Balochistan National Party
(BNP-Mengal) organized
on the death anniversary of
late Sardar Attaullah
Mengal, on Tuesday night.

The BNP President
and MNA, Sardar Akhtar
Mengal who presided over
the public meeting remained
safe in the blast which oc-
curred when Mr. Mengal
was leaving for home.
Mehmood Khan Achakzai,
Chairman PkMAP, Asghar
Khan Achakzai of ANP and
ex-senator Mir Kabeer
Muhammad Shai of Na-
tional Party were also at the
public meeting. 

IHC judges question transparency,
case allocation in letter to CJ Dogar
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Two members of Islamabad
High Court (IHC), Justice
Babar Sattar and Justice
Sardar Ejaz, have written to
IHC Chief Justice Sardar
Muhammad Sarfraz Dogar,
questioning judicial anoma-
lies ahead of a full court
meeting.

IHC Chief Justice
Dogar chaired a full court
meeting attended by all
judges of the high court.
The meeting’s agenda in-

cluded service rules, prac-
tice and procedure rules,
powers of family judges,
and issues related to the
high court building’s con-
struction.

Ahead of the meeting,
the two IHC judges sought
additional points to be in-
cluded in the meeting’s
agenda, while highlighting
concerns over case alloca-
tion, administrative deci-
sions, and transparency
within the court.

PM directs to
replicate China’s
quality standards
at Pak hospitals

BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday directed Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
to establish simple, robust
and sustainable infrastruc-
ture at Islamabad’s under-
construction hospitals, in-
cluding Jinnah Medical
Complex, to deliver high-
quality medical facilities,
modeled on China’s stan-
dards.

The prime minister,
during his visit to Beijing’s
Anzhen Hospital, in-
structed to prioritise the
high-quality facilities at
Pakistan’s under-construc-
tion hospitals, on the pat-
tern of the Chinese system.

During the tour of the
hospital, he reviewed the
facilities being provided at
Anzhen Hospital, and ap-
preciated the effective sys-
tem, modern technology
and efficient services being
provided there.

The prime minister
was briefed about the avail-
able health facilities, robotic
systems for better admin-
istration and other hi-tech
facilities.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar, and federal min-
isters Mohsin Raza Naqvi,
Ahsan Iqbal, Muhammad
Aurangzeb and Attaullah
Tarar also accompanied the
prime minister.

Shaza Fatima
arrives in Beijing
to represent Pak

BEIJING (APP): Federal
Minister for Information
Technology Shaza Fatima
Khawaja arrived in Beijing
on Wednesday to represent
Pakistan at various high-
level events.

During her visit, the
minister will highlight the
Prime Minister’s Digital
Pakistan vision on the glo-
bal stage. She is also lead-
ing a delegation of over 50
Pakistani IT companies to
showcase the country’s
technological potential.

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) will
be signed to promote coop-
eration in emerging tech-
nologies, while Business-
to-Business (B2B) meet-
ings with leading Chinese
technology firms have been
scheduled from September
3 to 5.

7 die in attack on
passenger vehicle
in lower Kurram
LOWER KURRAM
(Online): As many as 7 per-
sons have died in an attack
by some unknown persons
on passenger vehicle in
Lower Kurram in district
Kurram.

Unknown attackers
opened indiscriminate firing
on passenger vehicle near
Ahmad Khan Kallay and
fled the scene.

The police and secu-
rity forces have started
search operation.

Police said bodies of
victims have been shifted to
THQ hospital and investi-
gation into incident is un-
derway.

Ashrafi urges national unity,
calls for humanitarian

aid to flood victims
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Pakistan
Ulema Council, Hafiz Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi Wednes-
day underscored the signifi-
cance of national unity, urg-
ing everyone to follow the
path of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be
upon him) and extend a
helping hand to the flood
victims as a humanitarian
effort. While speaking to
state news channel, Hafiz
Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi
highlighted the profound
importance of the month of
Eid Milad un Nabi, empha-
sizing that it is not just a

time of celebration, but also
a moment for Muslims to
reflect deeply on the life and
teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

He appealed to the
nation and all stakeholders
to unite and help the flood-
affected areas, stressing the
importance of collective ef-
forts for immediate relief
and long-term support to
rebuild the communities. He
further pointed out that this
sacred month serves as a
reminder of the Prophet’s
exemplary character is
kindness, justice and com-
mitment to spreading peace.

Revival of Silk
routes significant
for Pak, Central

Asian transit trade
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The revival of the Silk
Route’s legacy is significant
for increasing Pakistan’s
and Central Asian Repub-
lics’ (CARs) transit trade
and bilateral economic ties,
as well as for enhancing eco-
nomic and trade relations
with CARs. Strengthening
transit trade and infrastruc-
ture could revive the Silk
Road legacy and promote
economic integration based
on shared cultural, histori-
cal, and religious affinities.
Pakistan and Central Asia
transit trade is a significant
opportunity with great po-
tential, though it faces chal-
lenges primarily related to
infrastructure, security, and
regulatory hurdles.

On the significance of
economic trade relations and
route Importance, Pakistan
serves as a critical transit
hub linking Central Asian
Republics (CARs) like
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
and  Turkmenistan to glo-
bal markets via the Arabian
Sea. In trade with CARs, the
key trade commodities in-
clude textiles, cotton, oil,
gas, and agricultural prod-
ucts, which dominate.

NDMA dispatches
105 tons of relief
aid to quake-hit

Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
on Wednesday dispatched
five trucks loaded with 105
tons of essential relief sup-
plies to earthquake-affected
regions of Afghanistan. Each
truck carried a 40-foot con-
tainer packed with critical
humanitarian aid, including
ration bags, tents, blankets,
sleeping mats and medicines.
The convoy crossed into
Afghanistan via the
Torkham border, aiming to
provide immediate support
to communities devastated
by the recent seismic activ-
ity. A departure ceremony
was held at the NDMA
warehouse in Islamabad,
with the Minister of State
for Religious Affairs and In-
terfaith Harmony, Kesoo
Mal Kheal Das Kohistani,
as the chief guest.


