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Kazakh DPM/FM
arrives Islamabad
on official visit

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister/
Foreign Minister of
Kazakhstan Murat Nurtleu
on Monday arrived in
Islamabad for a two day
official visit.

He was received at the
airport by Additional Sec-
retary West Asia Syed Ali
Asad Gillani and other se-
nior officials of the govern-
ment, Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a
press release.

The Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister of Kazakhstan was ac-
companied by a high-level
13-member delegation, in-
cluding the Minister of
Transport of Kazakhstan,
Foreign Office said in an
earlier press statement.

The Joint Working
Groups meetings on Agri-
culture and IT will also be
held on the sidelines of the
visit.

During his stay, the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of
Kazakhstan will hold a tate-
a-tete with Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar, followed by del-
egation-level talks.

Nurtleu is also ex-
pected to call on the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan.

The discussions will
provide an opportunity to
review preparations for the
upcoming Presidential visit
and to deliberate compre-
hensively on the entire
spectrum of Pak-Kazakh
bilateral cooperation, with
particular focus on trade
and investment, agriculture,
education, cultural and tour-
ism exchanges, regional
connectivity and logistics
and collaboration at multi-
lateral fora. “The visit of the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of
Kazakhstan will further ce-
ment the longstanding Pa-
kistan-Kazakhstan ties.

Indian drone
captured by
civilians
in Zafarwal

ZAFARWAL (INP): Lo-
cal residents in Zafarwal
border area captured an In-
dian drone and handed it
over to the authorities.
According to details,
the residents in the border
village of Jangu Chak suc-
cessfully captured an In-
dian surveillance drone that
entered Pakistani airspace.
The drone was intended for
espionage and was intact.
Earlier on September 7,
2025, three anti-tank mines
and one landmine were
found and defused.
from the Dek rainwa-
ter drain in Narowal.
According to details,
the Narowal district admin-
istration control room re-
ceived a phone call that ex-
plosives were found in the
rainwater drain. Local po-
lice and security forces im-
mediately reached the Dek
drain near the village of
Lahri in Zafarwal tehsil and
cordoned off the area.
Civil Defence Bomb
Disposal Squad was then
called to defuse the explo-
sives. As per details, the
explosives were ‘Indian-
made’.

Tarar says:
Strict action will

be taken against
those who tortured
Tayyab Baloch

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar said on
Monday that strict action
will be taken against those
who trotured journalist
Tayyab Baloch simply for
dissenting opinions which
is unacceptable.

In a post on his X ac-
count, the minister said that
such attitude was unaccept-
able.

“ When there was no
evidence, such elements re-
sort to violence. This is their
thinking, which is based on
intolerance.”

The minister reiter-
ated that he has always
stood with journalists and

will fully support them in
Mu.

owned companies in the min-
ing and infrastructure sector meets Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

PM, US delegation discuss
mining opportunities in Pak

Renowned US firms to invest $500 million in
Pakistan’s critical minerals sector

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high level US delegation in-
cluding USSM (United
States Strategic Metals) and
Mota-Engil, renowned glo-
bal companies in the min-
ing and infrastructure sec-
tor met with Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif at the Prime
Minister’s House on Mon-
day and discussed pros-
pects for mining in Paki-
stan.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar, Chief of the
Army Staff Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir and Fed-
eral Ministers were also
present in the meeting.

The delegation is vis-
iting Pakistan to explore
opportunities for expansion
of mining operations in Pa-
kistan and assess potential
for value addition in min-
eral resources and develop-
ment of supporting infra-
structure. Delegation held
high-level meetings with
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), Minister of Pe-
troleum and Minister of
Commerce and were briefed
on Pakistan’s vast mineral
reserves, including copper,
gold, and rare earth ele-

ments.

The visiting compa-
nies expressed readiness to
invest in establishing value-
addition facilities within the
country, enhancing mineral
processing capacity, and de-
veloping large-scale infra-
structure projects linked to
the mining sector.

In this context, two
Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs) focusing
in development and pro-
cessing of critical minerals,
including rare earth ele-
ments (REEs), and logistics
services were signed be-
tween the two govern-
ments.

The Frontier Works
Organization (FWO) —
Pakistan’s largest miner of
critical minerals — signed a
landmark Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
United States Strategic
Metals (USSM), a leading
processor, recycler, and
miner based in St. Louis,
Missouri.The agreement
establishes a framework for
collaboration across a range
of'critical minerals essential
for the defence, acrospace,
and technology industries.

The partnership will
begin immediately with the

minerals from Pakistan, in-
cluding antimony, copper,
gold, tungsten, and rare
earth elements.

This cooperation lays
the foundation for scaling
up towards the establish-
ment of a USSM propri-
etary, highly flexible poly-
metallic refinery in Paki-
stan. The refinery will pro-
duce intermediate and fin-
ished products dedicated to
meeting the rapidly grow-
ing demand ofthe U.S. mar-
ket. The first phase of this
deal is envisaged at approxi-
mately $500 million of in-
vestments into Pakistan’s
critical minerals sector.

This collaboration fur-
ther strengthens the endur-
ing bilateral relationship
between Pakistan and the
United States, while un-
locking new opportunities
for sustainable growth,
technology transfer, and job
creation. The next steps for
the MoU include forming
dedicated teams to explore
the full potential of
Pakistan’s vast resource
base, identifying critical
minerals for immediate ex-
port, and building an anchor
position for a long-term
partnership in exploration,
extraction, and processing.

export of readily available

ing the participants of conference on eve of New Judicial Year 2025-26 at
Supreme Court of Pakistan

CJP chairs full

court meeting

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
156" full court meeting of
the Supreme Court was held
on Monday at the Supreme
Court Building, Islamabad,
under the Chairmanship of
Chief Justice Yahya Afridi.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Judges of Su-
preme Court, including, Jus-
tice Amin-Ud-Din Khan,
Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
Justice Syed Hasan Azhar
Rizvi, Justice Shahid
Waheed, Justice Musarrat
Hilali, Justice Irfan Saadat
Khan, Justice Naeem Akhter
Afghan, Justice Malik
Shahzad Ahmad Khan, Jus-
tice Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi,
Justice Shahid Bilal, Justice
Muhammad Hashim Khan
Kakar, Justice Muhammad
Shafi Siddiqui, Justice
Salahuddin Panhwar, Justice
Shakeel Ahmad, Justice
Aamer Farooq, Justice
Ishtiaq Ibrahim, Justice Ali
Baqgar Najafi and, Justice
Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb.

CJP Afridi prioritizes speedy
justice, announces major
tech reforms in judiciary

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Yahya Afridi has said
the dispensation of justice
has to be made effective
through technology and
wrapping up cases speed-
ily must remain our prior-
ity.

He held Artificial In-
telligence (AI) should be
used in justice system but
we are not prepared for it
immediately.

He was addressing a
judicial conference at the
opening of the new judicial
year in [slamabad Monday.

CJP said this is op-
portunity that we should
have a look on our perfor-
mance. He explained that
this tradition of marking the
new judicial year began in
the 1970s and has been ob-
served regularly since 2004.

I felt necessity for re-

forms after assuming my
office. We started reform on
5 principles. Digital case
filing system was evolved.
E-services have been
started.

Today I am announc-
ing that we have got con-
ducted our internal audit.
There is no restriction on
judges to go anywhere dur-
ing leave. A procedure has
been worked out regarding
leave during judicial work.

He held the judges
need not more protocol be-
ing in red zone. Additional
security will be provided in
view of any threat in
Islamabad or outside red
zone. All judges agreed on
security related procedure.

He said every one
talks of technology and ar-
tificial intelligence. 61000
files will be digitally
scanned.

President confers
Nishan-e-Imtiaz on
UAE Naval Chief

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday conferred the
prestigious Nishan-e-
Imtiaz (Military) upon the
Commander of the United
Arab Emirates Naval
Forces, Staff Major General
Humaid Abdulla
Alremeithi, in a special in-
vestiture ceremony held at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Speaking after the cer-
emony, President Zardari
said the award recognized
General Alremeithi’s out-
standing services and con-
tributions to strengthening
defence and security ties
between Pakistan and the
UAE. He noted that the
visit of the UAE Naval
Chief was a reflection of the
deep-rooted fraternal bonds
between the two nations,
adding that both sides were
committed to expanding
cooperation in multiple
fields. The president lauded
the UAE Navy’s active
participation in Aman Dia-
logue-25 and Exercise
Aman-25, expressing con-
fidence that such engage-
ments reinforced regional
maritime security. He also
appreciated the trust placed
by the UAE in the profes-
sional expertise of Pakistan
Navy and assured contin-
ued support in meeting the
UAE Navy’s manpower
requirements. Underscoring
the “extraordinary and ex-
emplary” nature of Paki-
stan-UAE relations, Presi-
dent Zardari emphasized
that the partnership was not
only based on shared stra-
tegic interests but also on
enduring people-to-people
linkages. “Pakistan remains
committed to further
strengthening these historic
brotherly ties,” he af-
firmed. General Alremeithi,
in his remarks, highlighted
his personal bond with Pa-
kistan, recalling that he had
spent four years in the
country while graduating
from the Pakistan Naval
Academy in Karachi.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Defence Minis-
ter Khawaja Muhammad
Asif, former National As-
sembly Speaker Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf, former Sen-
ate Chairman Nayyar
Hussain Bukhari, and Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf.

Commander UAE
Naval Forces calls
onCJCSCGen Sahir

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Commander of United Arab
Emirates (UAE) Naval
Forces Major General
Humaid Mohammed
Abdulla Alremeithi who is
on an official visit to Paki-
stan, called on Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee (CJCSC) General
Sahir Shamshad Mirza, NI,
NI (M) here Monday at
Joint Staff Headquarters.

The two dignitaries
held in-depth discussions
on professional matters,
reviewing the evolving glo-
bal and regional geo-strate-
gic environment, said a
press release issued by In-
ter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR). Both sides
emphasized the vital role of
bilateral defence and secu-
rity cooperation, including
in the maritime domain, for
regional peace and stability.

The visiting dignitary
remained appreciative of
professional standards of
Pakistan Armed Forces,
their achievements and sac-
rifices in fight against ter-
rorism and continued ef-
forts towards regional
peace and stability.

Earlier, upon arrival at
Joint Staff Headquarters, a
smartly turned-out tri-ser-
vices contingent presented
Guard of Honour to the vis-
iting dignitary.

BAIKTER: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti listening the problems
of people in open Katchery during his visit to native town of Dera Bugti.

Terrorism and bad governance
remain Balochistan’s biggest
challenges: CM Sarfraz Bugti

Vows swift action on public grievances; urges political
stakeholders to focus on real issues instead of “non-issues”

QUETTA (6 AM
Report): Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has said that terrorism and
bad governance continue to
pose the biggest challenges
for the province, stressing
that political stakeholders
must recognize the serious-
ness of the situation and
collectively address the
pressing issues instead of
diverting attention toward
“non-issues.”

Speaking at a
public Khuli Kacheri (open
court) in his hometown
Baiker on Monday, the
chief minister underscored
the need to prioritize solu-
tions to genuine problems
confronting the people.
The gathering was attended
by provincial assembly
members, tribal elders, and
a large number of citizens,
who directly apprised the
CM of their problems.

Bugti not only lis-
tened to public grievances

but also issued immediate
directives to relevant offi-
cials for on-the-spot reso-
lution of several com-
plaints. “The common man
wants quick and practical
solutions to his problems,
and the government fully
realizes this responsibility.
We are determined to take
all possible steps to resolve
the people’s issues,” he as-
serted.

Highlighting the im-
pact of terrorism on soci-
ety, Bugti said the menace
has affected every segment
of the population, and
people in Dera Bugti have
made great sacrifices for
peace and national unity.
He stressed that the state
must remain paramount,
adding that linking routine
sOcio-economic grievances
with criticism of the state
was an inappropriate ap-
proach.

The chief minister
further emphasized that

while peaceful protest is
the democratic right of ev-
ery citizen, blocking roads
and causing public hardship
in the name of demonstra-
tions was unjustified. “The
government will never tol-
erate coercion and violence
in the name of protest,” he
warned.

Bugti said steps were
being intensified to
strengthen local-level ser-
vice delivery and directed
municipal representatives
to play a more active role
in resolving grassroots is-
sues. He reiterated his
government’s commitment
to transparency, promising
that development funds for
local bodies would be linked
to national dignity, merit,
and accountability.

“The doors ofthe gov-
ernment are open to all.
Together, we must move
forward to overcome
Balochistan’s challenges,”
he concluded.
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Relations between Pak, India
should be seen in perspective

of two nation

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Information Minister Atta
Ullah Tarar has said rela-
tions between Pakistan and
India should be seen in per-
spective of two nation
theory. Never we have pur-
sued the way of aggression.
We are acting as wall be-
tween terrorism and world,
He said this while address-
ing a book launching cer-
emony here Monday.

He underlined Paki-
stan has never pursued way
of aggression. Pakistan
armed forces frustrated In-
dian aggression.

He lauded the services
of Pakistan ambassador
Aizaz Chaudhry.

He said India has made
the life of minorities miser-
able. The power of truth
cannot be conquered.

He reiterated Pakistan
has rendered unprec-
edented sacrifices in war on
terror. We are the country
whose children rendered
sacrifices.

He reiterated Pakistan
is wall between terrorism

theory: Tarar

and other world. The alle-
gation against Pakistan for
sponsoring terrorism is ri-
diculous.

How can a country
which rendered sacrifices in
1990 sponsor terrorism.
India is trying to suppress
minorities in the country.

Indian recent attack
was provocative and on
unjust basis. Indian govern-
ment is involved in global
terrorism.

Pakistan placed its
stand point before the
world through successful
diplomacy and achieved
significant diplomatic suc-
cesses.

He said Pakistan has
always talked of justice and
peace. The whole nation
united when any threat was
posed to our integrity.

Pakistan has already
placed its narrative with ref-
erence to terrorism before
the world successfully.
Now Prime Minister will
place Pakistan stance be-
fore the world in UN Gen-
eral Assembly meeting.

7 of family die,
troller hits car

NAUSHAHRO FEROZE
(Online): As many as 7 per-
sons have been killed after
a speeding troller has hit the
car in Naushahro Feroze.

According to police
the incident took place on
national highway near
Sudhoo jaka in Naushahro
Feroze where a speeding
troller hit the car. 7 mem-
bers of a family lost their
lives.

According to authori-
ties those died include 2
children, 2 men and 3
women.

Police said one among
the victims has been identi-
fied as Ali Ahmad Januri
who was resident of village
Lugman of district
Khairpur.

Ghulam Muhammad
Januri father of Ali Ahmad
Januri had passed away in
Karachi and he was taking
body of his father to village
that this tragic incident oc-
curred.

According to police
sources Shiran, wife and
Isma daughter of of Ali
Ahmad Januri had also died
in the incident. Their bod-
ies have been sent to their
respective village.

Bilawal Bhutto asks govt to impose agri emergency, launch global appeal

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Monday
called upon the federal and provincial
governments to immediately impose
an agriculture emergency in Punjab
where farmers have borne the brunt of
the recent devastating rains and floods.

During his visit to Muradabad
Union Council in Muzaffargarh,
Bilawal reviewed the flood situation
and met with affected families.

He said Punjab had suffered the

most damage as vast agricultural fields,
crops, livestock, and houses had been
badly hit by the calamity.

The PPP chairman outlined three
crucial steps to cope with the crisis.
“The first priority is rescuing stranded
people, the second is providing relief
in the form of rations and tents, and
the third is devising sustainable mea-
sures for long-term rehabilitation,” he
said. Bilawal underlined that farmers
were among the most severely affected
communities and urged the government

to waive their loans or extend special
facilities to enable them to restart agri-
cultural activities. “Without urgent
support, farmers cannot stand back on
their feet,” he added.

He said that he had urged Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif to
ensure that relief assistance was deliv-
ered to flood-hit families transparently
through the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), which has reliable
data of beneficiaries. According to him,
this mechanism remains the most effec-

Recalling his te

He also praised

tive way to guarantee timely support.

Minister during the PDM government,
Bilawal said a housing programme for
flood victims was launched at that time,
and stressed that similar initiatives were
now required from both federal and pro-
vincial governments to provide shelter
and stability to displaced families.

Punjab media in highlighting the plight
of flood victims and promoting a spirit
of humanitarian service through posi-

nure as Foreign

the role of the

tive reporting. Bilawal said all institu-
tions engaged in relief and rescue op-
erations deserved appreciation for their
sincerity and dedication. “If shortcom-
ings are noticed, they must be pointed
out, but so far no major flaws have
been observed in the ongoing efforts,”
he added. The PPP Chairman further
stressed that moments of natural ca-
lamities demanded unity beyond po-
litical differences. “Serving the people
must always remain the top priority,”
he remarked.
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CM Punjab thanks Saudi
Arabia for flood relief aid

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has ex-
pressed profound gratitude
to the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman for
extending timely and gen-
erous relief assistance to
flood-affected families in
Punjab.

Talking at a ceremony,
here on Monday, the CM
said Saudi Arabia’s support
reflects a true spirit of
brotherhood and solidarity
with Pakistan during a criti-
cal time. She noted that the
Kingdom’s contribution of
10,000 food baskets and
10,000 shelter kits will be
remembered as a symbol of
compassion for flood
affectees. The relief con-
signment, comprising five
trucks loaded with essen-

tial goods, was formally
handed over to the Provin-
cial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) by
CM Maryam Nawaz and
Saudi Ambassador H.E.
Nawaf Bin Said Al-Maliki.
The aid, provided by the
King Salman Humanitarian
Aid and Relief Centre, will
be distributed among fami-
lies in Kasur, Jhang,
Multan, Chiniot,
Khanewal, Toba Tek Singh,
and Hafizabad through
PDMA Punjab, King
Salman Relief Centre, and
Hayat Foundation.

Each 95-kg food pack-
age includes flour, sugar,
gram lentils, and cooking oil,
while each shelter kit con-
sists of a tent, solar panel,
LED lights, two thermal
blankets, a plastic mat, a
kitchen set, water cooler,
antibacterial soap, and
other essentials.

CM Maryam Nawaz
also met Saudi Ambassador
Nawaf Bin Said Al-Maliki
to discuss ongoing reliefef-
forts, economic coopera-
tion, and the regional situa-
tion. She deeply appreci-
ated the vision and leader-
ship of Saudi Arabia, term-
ing it a guiding light for the
Muslim Ummah. She re-
marked that Saudi Arabia
has once again stood firmly
by Pakistan in its hour of
need, proving itself a true
brotherly nation. She added
that Pakistan-Saudi rela-
tions are not merely strate-
gic but are firmly rooted in
mutual trust and real broth-
erhood, with economic co-
operation growing stronger
by the day.

The ceremony was
also attended by Saudi
Country Director Abdullah
Al-Baqmi, senior PDMA
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f)ERA ISMAIL Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi
listening public issues at his residence Kundi Model Farm.

officials, and dignitaries.

Punjab is currently

facing severe weather
challenges: Azma

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Information
and Culture Azma Bokhari
has said that Punjab is cur-
rently facing severe weather
challenges. The ongoing
rains and floods for the past
four months have affected
millions of lives, but timely
measures by the Punjab
government have set an un-
precedented example in re-
lief and rescue operations.

Azma Bokhari ex-
pressed these views during
a press conference at
DGPR. She said that 4,355
villages have been affected
by floods, impacting a
population 0f4.199 million
people. So far, 2.147 mil-
lion individuals and 1.549
million livestock have been
shifted to safe locations.
Currently, 412 relief camps
are operational across the
province, housing 68,980
people. For medical sup-
port, 492 medical camps

and 432 veterinary camps
have been set up, where
193,806 people have been
treated, she added.

Unfortunately, Azma
said, the floods have caused
60 deaths, 8 injuries, and the
loss of 1,543 cattle. Agri-
cultural land covering 1.841
million acres has been dam-
aged, leading to price hikes
in pulses and vegetables.

The Minister stated
that Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz will soon
announce a major relief
package, while short, me-
dium, and long-term strate-
gies are being prepared to
handle natural calamities.

On dengue, Azma
Bokhari said: “The Health
Department and administra-
tion are fully active during
dengue season. In areas
where water has receded,
surveillance and spraying
operations have already
begun.”

TENDER NOTICE

<2

The Assistant Director Local Govt Dera Bugti Department invites a
sealed Tender/Bid for execution of various development works
under the scheme on from eligible contractors/firm with the Bid
Security @ 2% of estimated cost in shape of Call Deposit
(Refundable). The non-refundable Tender Form Fee Rs.1500/- for
each tender to be deposited in any National Bank of Pakistan
Branch situated in Balochistan Province through Green Bank
Challan in a head of account (C03870) (verified by the District
Accounts Officer).

S# Name of Work/s

1 BTROADAND 700 FEET SEWERAGE LINE
ATWALIMUHAMMAD KILLIDERABUGT
TSE-252609844673

2 CONSTOF TALABNEARPEERKOH,
SEWERAGEKILLIAMEERHAMZA
PEER KOH. TSE-252609844753

3 CONSTRUCTION OF BLACKTOPROAD
AND SEWERAGE LINEAT DERABUGTI.
TSE-252609844763

4 CONSTRUCTION OF SEWERAGE LINEAT
KILLIALIMUHAMMAD MANDWANI KOH
DERABUGTI. TSE-252609844923

5 CONSTRUCTION OF SEWERAGE LINE
KILLIAMEER HAMZAPIR KOH DERA
BUGTI. TSE-252609845053

6 CONSTRUCTION OF SEWERAGE LINE
KILLIKAHOR BAKHSH DERABUGTI
TSE-252609845093

7 PROVISION OF SEWERAGE LINE ZAINKOH
LOTIDISTRICT DERABUGTIKILLIAMANULLAH
TSE-252609845133

8 SEWERAGELINE 500 FEET ZAREEN ZANKO
DISTRICT DERABUGHTI. TSE-252609845163

9 SEWERAGELINE 500 METERATKILLI
MUHAMMAD IQBALDERABUGTI
TSE-252609845183

Procurements shall be made under BPP Rules 2014. Eligibility
of Bidders: Presence in Active Tax Payer List. The bidding firm must
not be blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan. Baluchistan
Revenue Authority Registration is required. The bidder must have
completed 3 Assignment of similar nature of work. Turn over of at
least 3 subsequent previous years showing financial capacity of the
firm. Registration with Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) C-6 and
above (up to 25 million) in Relevant Category). Method of
Procurement: Single Stage-Two Envelope Procedure. Bid
Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security (2%) in the form of
Call Deposit or Bank Guarantee (Bank's certificate is
mandatory) of amount specified above in the name of the under-
signed from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The bidding
documents can be downloaded from BPPRA website. Bid Validity
Period: 90 days Issuance of tender Documents: From the date of
publication, during office hours of any working day. Last Date of bid
submission: The Tenders should be submitted on 22-09-2025 till
11:00 AM Sharp at the office of the undersigned. Tender opening:
All tenders will be opened on same day at the office of the under-
signed at 12:00 PM. Address: Office of Assistant Director Local
Govt DeraBugti Phone no: 0333733907

E/Cost
25000000

12000000

10000000

10000000

5000000

9500000

20000000

12000000

20000000

Assistant Director
Local Government
Dera Bugti

PRQ No.1116/08-9-2025

v @dpr_gob (g dpr.gob [§ @dgprbalochistan

%y www.dpr.gob.pk.

PDMA says:
Sutlej at Ganda

Singh Wala
faces very high
flood

MULTAN (INP): The
Punjab Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA)
on Monday said flooding in
major rivers across the
province remains at critical
levels, warning of further
rise in water flows until
September 9 due to ongo-
ing rains in the upper
catchment areas.

According to a
PDMA spokesperson, the
Sutlej River at Ganda Singh
Wala is experiencing very
high flood levels, with wa-
ter discharge recorded at
319,000 cusecs. At Head
Sulemanki, the Sutlej is
flowing in high flood at
135,000 cusecs.

In the Chenab River,
water flow at Marala has
reached 84,000 cusecs,
while Khanki Headworks is
witnessing low flood with
a flow of 147,000 cusecs.
At Trimmu Headworks,
the Chenab is flowing at
543,000 cusecs, posing a
major risk.

The Ravi River at
Shahdara is in high flood
with 90,000 cusecs, while
Head Sadhnaiis recording a
high flood of 123,000
cusecs. “The risk of very
high flood levels in Punjab’s
rivers will persist until Sep-
tember 9,” PDMA spokes-
person Irfan Ali Kathia
said, adding that continued
rainfall in upper regions
could push river flows even
higher.

ANF recovers
over 239 kg of
drugs worth
Rs42.2min7

operations

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF), conducting 7 opera-
tions across the country,
recovered as many as 239
kilograms of drugs worth
Rs42.2 million and arrested
8 suspects, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
on Monday.

He informed that 400
grams of hashish were re-
covered from an accused
near a university area at
Hattar Road, Haripur.

The accused con-
fessed to selling drugs to the
students of educational in-
stitutions.

During another op-
eration,46.800 kilograms
of opium, 26.400 kilo-
grams of hashish, 2 kilo-
grams of ice and 1 kilo-
gram of heroin were recov-
ered from a vehicle near
GT Road, Peshawar. The
accused was arrested on
the spot.

Similarly,7.200 kilo-
grams of hashish were re-
covered from a vehicle near
Golra Mor, Islamabad, and
3 accused were arrested.

In another opera-
tion,2.400 kilograms of
hashish were recovered
from the possession of an
accused at Faizabad,
Islamabad.

MULTAN: Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, in-
teracts with a flood-affected family that lost everything in recent flash
floods during his visit to Gilani Domra makeshift Tent City.

KP approves ehsaas
e-pension system for
2026 rollout

PESHAWAR (Online):
Chief Minister (CM) KP
Ali Amin Gandapur has
given approval to Ehsaas e-
Pension system which will
stand implemented from
January 01, 2026.

CM Secretariat has
worked out concept paper
to introduce e-Pension sys-
tem. Orders have been is-
sued to finance department
to give it practical shape.

Payment of pension to
new pensioners will be
made under e-pension sys-
tem from January 2026.

The existing paper
based pension system will
be fully changed to
paperless e-Pension sys-
tem. Ehsaas Pension Dash
board will be introduced in
this regard. This dash board
will be web based platform.

Under this system the

employees will be able to
file pension case by filling
a simple digital form on
portal 6 months before their
retirement. All necessary
documents will be uploaded
on portal directly by scan-
ning them in safe way. In
next phase system will cre-
ate time bound tasks in au-
tomatic way for respective
authorities. Under new
system not a physical file
or paper will be used in any
phase. All the process of
verification and approval
will be completed through
digital system.

System will prepare
sanction order, retirement
order pension papers and
pension payment order un-
der automatic process.
These all orders will be digi-
tally signed. These will be
acceptable legally.

Minister distributes Stoori
Da Pakhtunkhwa scholarships
among 373 students

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister for Higher Educa-
tion, Meena Khan Afridi on
Monday distributed Stoori
Da Pakhtunkhwa Scholar-
ships among deserving stu-
dents at a ceremony held at
the Board of Intermediate
and Secondary Education
(BISE) Peshawar.
Addressing the cer-
emony as the chief guest,
Meena Khan Afridi said that
the scholarships are a re-
ward and recognition for the
top position holders of the
province and serves as an

encouragement for them to
continue excelling in their
academic pursuits.

He stated that this
scholarship program was
launched to acknowledge
the outstanding academic
efforts of brilliant students
and to provide them with
further opportunities to
move forward. The minis-
ter informed that since
2011, scholarships worth
Rs. 1.42 billion have been
distributed among the top
position holders of various
educational boards of the
province.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Federal Edu-
cation and Professional Training Ms. Wajiha
Qamar addressing at seminar on “Promoting
Literacy Era” on the occasion of International
Literacy Day 2025 Organized by Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional Training in
collaboration with JICA-AQALand Allama Igbal
Open University.

TENDER NOTICE

TSE-252609844323 & TSE-252609844293

Only electronic bid will be submitted, No physical bid is
required. Note: In All Procurements of GOB Whether Through
Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory For All
Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic Public Procurement
System of BPPRA GOB. The Executive Engineer Irrigation Division
Barkhan invites bids from Eligible Bidders for execution of following
works for the Year 2025 based on Composite schedule rates 2023 on
Percentage Rates Tender Fee 2000 PKR and Bid Security 3%
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S.No  Name of Work/s E/Cost

1 Construction Of Bakhrani Dam Area Baghaw 55,000,000
District Barkhan

2 Construction Of Flood Protection Wall ForLands 42,091,000

And Channel Scheme Nakammi Nadi Area Haji
Karam Khan Jala Lani District Barkhan

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax Payer List The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any
procuring agency of Pakistan Balochistan Revenue Authority
Registration is required Turn over of at least 38,500,000 PKR
Amountin1 subsequent previous years showing financial capacity of
the firm (FOR SCHEME # 1) Turn over of at least 29,463,700 PKR
Amountin2 subsequent previous years showing financial capacity of
the firm (FOR SCHEME # 2) The bidder must have successfully
completed at least Two assignment for any civil department within
the last Two year. The corresponding work order and completion
certificate must be verified by the concerned department The bidder
must possess at least two ongoing work order issued by any civil
department, which must be duly verifiable No litigation history with
any govt., semi govt, or any other organization. Attach Affidavit on
Judicial stamp paper of 100 Rupees Call Deposit/ CDR 3% of
Estimated Cost from the titled acount Green Challan Rs.2000/-
(Irrigation C03434) (Detail Evaluation Criteria Are Given In The
Bidding Document) Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two
Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank Gurantee,Deposit at
Call of 3% specified above in the name of the under-signed from a
scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document
can be obtained electronically from www.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of
tender Documents: Complete Bidding Document can be viewed at
www.bppra.gob.pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted electronically latest by 22 September, 2025 till 12:00 PM
(Scheme # 1) & 01:00 PM (Scheme # 2) through supplier
dashboard. Tender opening: All tenders will be opened on same
dayat02:00 PMon EPPS System Address: Barkhan

Phone no: 0829668511 Email: engrmgqayyum@gmail.com

Executive Engineer
PRQ No.1119/08-9-2025 Irrigation Division Barkhan

¥ @dpr_gob (O dpr.gob [ §f @dgpr.balochistan

%y www.dpr.gob.pk.

Counter Terrorism
Demonstration held
to mark Navy Day

KARACHI (APP): A
Counter Terrorism Demon-
stration on Monday was
held to commemorate
Navy Day 2025 here at
Manora.

The aim of the dem-
onstration was to highlight
the capabilities of Paki-
stan Navy and pay trib-
utes to the soldiers of
Navy, who embraced
martyred protecting the
coastal boarders of the
motherland.

The Chief Guest of
the program was Com-
mander Coast, who wit-
nessed the professional
skills and capabilities per-
formed by the soldiers at
sea.

The naval comman-
does showed how much
they were ready to thwart
enemy and terrorists.

During the demonstra-
tion, they used modern
boats and helicopters to
thrash anti-state elements at
sea.

They showed how
Pakistan Navy perform
professional duty and
emerge as a strong force
while defeating enemy as
well as carry out rescue
operation after neutralizing
the terrorists.

The audience of the
event lauded the profes-
sional skills and capabilities
of Pakistan Navy.

Seven dead,
1,380 injured
in Punjab road

accidents

LAHORE (APP): Seven
people were killed and
1,380 others injured in
1,146 road accidents in
Punjab during the last 24
hours, according to a re-
port, issued by the Punjab
Emergency Service (PES),
commonly known as Res-
cue-1122, here on Mon-
day.

As many as 602
people with serious injuries
were shifted to different
hospitals, while 778 with
minor injuries were treated
at the incident site by the
rescue medical teams.

The data analysis
showed that 743 drivers, 36
underage drivers, 123 pe-
destrians and 521 passen-
gers were among the victims
ofroad crashes.

The statistics show
that 217 accidents were re-
ported in Lahore, which af-
fected 288 people, placing
the provincial capital at top
of the list, followed by
Gujranwala with 77 acci-
dents and 84 victims, and
at third Faisalabad with 64
accidents and 32 victims.

AJK PM says:
Belief in finality of

Prophethood stands as
foundation of Islam

MIRPUR (APP): Azad
Jammu Kashmir Prime
Minister Chaudhry Anwar-
ul-Haq has said that the be-
lief in the Finality of
Prophethood (Khatm-e-
Nubuwwat SAW) is the
foundation of Islam and an
essential pillar of faith.

In his message issued
late Sunday on the Day of
Khatm-e-Nubuwwat, the
Prime Minister said that
Allah  Almighty sent
Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) as the last prophet
and messenger, and that
any claim of prophethood
after him is false and mis-
leading.

He noted that the Leg-
islative Assembly had the
honor of passing a resolu-
tion affirming this belief and
that under his government,
September 7th was offi-

its importance.

He warned that the
Muslim Ummah continues
to face ideological attacks
aimed at weakening its
faith.

Under the given cir-
cumstances, he said, the
foremost responsibility is
to foster unity and safe-
guard present and future
generations from misleading
ideas.

Reiterating his
government’s resolve, the
Prime Minister said that
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
will take every possible
step for the protection and
defense of the belief in the
Finality of Prophethood
(SAW).

He also called on the
Muslim world to unite in
confronting any forces that
seek to undermine this fun-
damental doctrine.

cially observed to highlight

¢

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah meets new UNICEF Pakistan Repre-
sentative Pernille Ironside.

Stronger Together:
Pak, Philippines explore new

horizons in trade, education
& climate response

LAHORE (Handout): The
Ambassador of the Philip-
pines, Dr. Emmanuel R.
Fernandez called on the
Punjab Governor, Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan at the
Governor House Lahore.
The Ambassador’s spouse,
Alicia Kawlaw, and Honor-
ary Consul General of the
Philippines Fahadel Sheikh
were also present in the
meeting. The two sides ex-
plored opportunities for
collaboration in education,
trade, culture and other key
areas of shared interest

The Philippine Am-
bassador also extended
heartfelt condolences over
the loss of life and prop-
erty due to the recent floods
in Pakistan. Speaking on the
occasion, Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that the Philippines
has a long-standing rela-
tionship of friendship with
Pakistan.

He said that despite
Pakistan’s very small con-
tribution to climate change,
Pakistan is facing the worst
floods and problems due to
climate change. The Gov-
ernor Punjab said that the

Philippines and Pakistan
can cooperate with each
other to address the chal-
lenge of climate change. He
said As Chancellor, he has
launched programmes on
climate challenge in univer-
sities. The Governor of
Punjab said that Pakistan’s
textile products are famous
all over the world for their
high quality. He further said
that the PPP has launched
the biggest programme for
the rehabilitation of flood
victims in Sindh province.
The Governor of Punjab
said that Chairman Pakistan
People’s Party, Bilawal
Bhutto has constructed 2.1
million houses for flood vic-
tims in Sindh province since
2021.

Philippine Ambassa-
dor Dr. Emmanuel R.
Fernandez informed the
Governor of Punjab about
the establishment of a
growth window for student
exchange and scholarship
programme at GIFT Uni-
versity. He said that he will
ensure exchanges of educa-
tional, trade and cultural
delegations between Paki-
stan and the Philippines.

LAHORE: Ambassador

of Philippine Dr.

Emmanuel R. Fernandez meeting with Punjab
Governor Sardar Saleem Haider Khan.

Ayaz calls for stronger stronger
academia-parliament linkages

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Assembly Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on Mon-
day underlined the impor-
tance of robust collabora-
tion between Parliament
and academic institutions
to foster democratic values,
civic awareness, and na-
tional development.

He was addressing the
Inaugural Session of the
National Conference on
Teaching, Research and
Writing about the Parlia-
ment, held at the Parliament
House to mark the 10-year
review of the Parliamentary
Studies Programme.

Recalling the launch of
the programme in 2015 un-
der his chairmanship, the
speaker noted that 25 uni-
versities pledged to introduce
Parliamentary Studies into
their curricula.

He commended Vice
Chancellors, Rectors, Princi-
pals, and senior faculty for
their continued partnership
in building parliamentary lit-
eracy among students. “A
true understanding of the
Constitution and Rules of
Procedure cannot be gained
through cursory reading. It
requires practical exposure
and experience,” he re-
marked.

The Speaker high-
lighted that currently, 17
universities are offering
courses on Constitution,
Parliamentary Studies, and
related subjects, with fac-
ulty members and scholars
increasingly engaging in in-
digenous research on par-
liamentary processes.
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq empha-
sized the success of the Na-
tional Assembly Internship
Programme, launched in
2013, which has provided
exposure to thousands of
students - particularly from
underprivileged areas - on
legislative processes.

Interns, he said, were
often struck by the scale
and complexity of parlia-
mentary work and left as
the Ambassadors of Parlia-
ment and Democracy after
completion of their
immersive experience dur-
ing internship.

The Speaker high-
lighted reforms to boost
transparency and merit in
the National Assembly
Secretariat, including pub-
lic access through seminars,
limiting discretionary pro-
motion powers, and pub-
lishing staff seniority lists.

He noted Pakistan’s
National Assembly became

the world’s first “Green
Parliament” by fully shift-
ing to solar energy.

Participants proposed
replicating the internship
programme in provincial
assemblies, enhancing
academia-Parliament ties,
launching a Parliamentary
Journal, recognizing top
academic work, involving
MPs in university boards,
creating a research
databank, and reviving the
Student  Ambassador
Programme.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq as-
sured participants of
Parliament’s full support in
strengthening higher educa-
tion and committed to en-
gaging the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) to fa-
cilitate universities in imple-
menting Parliamentary
Studies programmes.

He invited universities
to submit written recom-
mendations, which will be
deliberated at a follow-up
meeting in December 2025.
This meeting, he an-
nounced, will also be ex-
panded to include the
Speakers ofall four Provin-
cial Assemblies, Gilgit-
Baltistan Assembly, and
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly.
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Politics of Strike &
Price Paid by Poor

The wheel-jam and
shutter-down strike in
Quetta once again
highlighted the de-
structive pattern of po-
litical protest in
Balochistan. Called in
response to the tragic
suicide attack on the
Balochistan National
Party public meeting on
Sept 2, in Quetta that
was addressed by BNP
president Akhtar Jan
Mengal, Pkmap chair-
man a d Tehreek
Tehafuz Aen Pakistan,
the strike was meant to
demonstrate solidarity
with victims and de-
mand justice. Instead,
it quickly descended
into chaos, leaving or-
dinary citizens to bear
the heaviest burden.

From the early morn-
ing hours, roads were
blocked, rickshaws and
vehicles were attacked,
and commercial life was
paralyzed. Police were
forced to intervene with
tear gas and mass ar-
rests, eventually de-
taining more than 200
leaders and workers of
various political par-
ties. The government
had repeatedly empha-
sized that peaceful pro-
test is a democratic
right, but warned that
roadblocks, violence,
and disruption of pub-
lic services would not
be tolerated. Citizens
were urged to remain
calm, yet political work-
ers ignored these calls
and chose confronta-
tion over dialogue.

In the process, the
greatest victims were
not politicians but the
poor. Daily-wage labor-
ers, shopkeepers, rick-
shaw drivers, and small
traders were deprived
of their income. Parents
struggled to access hos-
pitals and schools. For
families already living
on the margins, even a
single day’s closure can
mean going hungry.

Strikes and protests
must never become a li-
cense for violence or
vandalism. The state
must uphold its writ
firmly but fairly, while
political parties must
accept responsibility for
the consequences of
their actions. Mourning
tragedy is legitimate—
but when solidarity
comes at the expense of
the livelihoods of the
poor, it risks deepening
public resentment in-
stead of uniting the
people.

Shifting global dynamics

Maleeha Lodhi

The summit of the Shang-
hai Cooperation
Organisation took place
against the backdrop of sig-
nificant geopolitical up-
heaval. This has been driven
largely by President Donald
Trump’s disruptive poli-
cies, which have upended
global trade by a tariff war

and also reordered
Washington’s geopolitical
priorities.  The  US

president’s aggressive trade
policy applied against both
allies and adversaries has
encouraged them to seek
closer ties with each other
even as they pursue nego-
tiations with Washington to
secure lower levies.

Trump’s coercive ap-
proach has pushed China
and Russia even closer to-
gether. His trade assault on
India and imposition of
penalties over Indian im-
port of Russian oil has un-
dermined strategic ties built
over decades with New
Delhi. This has urged India
to reach out to China and
deepened the thaw in their
relations. It is also the prin-
cipal reason why Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
decided to undertake his first
visit to China in seven years
to attend the SCO summit.

These developments
shaped the environment for
the high-profile SCO sum-
mit. This was its biggest
gathering so far since the
Eurasian organisation’s in-
ception in 2001. It was at-
tended by leaders of 10
member states and another
16 observer or dialogue
partner countries as well as
heads of 10 international
organisations. A regional
security and economic
grouping, SCO represents
over 40 per cent of the
world’s population and ac-
counts for a quarter of the
global economy.

The summit marked an
opportunity for President
Xi Jinping to set out an al-
ternative vision for the glo-
bal order that places em-
phasis on cooperation in
contrast to the confronta-
tion represented by
Trump’s policies.

In a volatile interna-
tional landscape created by
Trump’s actions, China of-
fered stability and more re-
sponsible and reliable glo-
bal leadership. It also of-

fered to be a strong voice
for the Global South.

The summit convened
in the backdrop of Trump’s
disruptive actions that ac-
celerated geopolitical
trends.

The summit was im-
portant for its symbolism,
messages to the world, es-
pecially the US, display of
Global South solidarity and
for bilateral meetings on the
sidelines aimed at strength-
ening regional relationships
or as some said, “redraw-
ing the geopolitical map”.
President Xi’s speech
called for a fairer, more eq-
uitable international sys-
tem. He reiterated China’s
support for
multilateralism, stressing
the need to strengthen it
and accord the UN a key
role. Taking aim at the US,
without naming it, he re-
jected “bullying behaviour”
by certain countries and de-
cried the “Cold War” men-
tality that “continues to
haunt the world”. He also
called for “a clear stand
aga-inst hegemonism” and
to oppose
“u-n----i--lateralism”.

Declaring the global
governance system was at
a crossroads, he announced
a ‘Global Governance Ini-
tiative’ predicated on inter-
national law and equal par-
ticipation of all states with
a greater voice for develop-
ing countries. More signifi-
cantly, President Xi re-
ceived support from mem-
ber states to establish a
new SCO development
bank and pledged two bil-
lion RMB in grants and
10bn in loans for SCO
members. This marks the
first time the organisation’s
economic role has been
backed by development fi-
nance funds and reflects
China’s increasing weight in
the global finance system.

The Tianjin declara-
tion issued at the summit
called for the “creation of a
more just multipolar world
order”. In implicit criticism
of the US, it said member
states opposed “confron-
tational approaches to re-
solving international is-
sues”. It rejected “unilat-
eral coercive measures”, in-
cluding economic ones and
vowed to boost trade
within the organisation —
again a veiled reference to
Trump’s tariff actions. The

joint communiqué
“strongly condemned the
military strikes by Israel
and the US against Iran in
June 20257, calling them “a
gross violation of the UN
Charter and international
law”. It expressed concern
at the continuing Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and cata-
strophic humanitarian situ-
ation in Gaza. It called for
an immediate ceasefire and
a just settlement of the Pal-
estinian issue. Conspicuous
by its absence was any
mention of the Ukraine war.

A significant part of
the lengthy declaration was
devoted to affirming the
collective commitment to
fight terrorism. In a display
of even-handedness, it con-
demned both the Pahalgam
incident and the terrorist
attack on the Jaffer Express
without mentioning where
these took place. This lan-
guage obviously had both
Pakistan and India’s ap-
proval.

The bilateral meeting
ahead of the summit be-
tween President Xi and
Prime Minister Modi —
the second this year — re-
ceived much international
attention. Positive state-
ments by both sides after
the meeting reflected the
warming in their relations
that had gone into deep
freeze in 2020.

India had previously
made normalisation condi-
tional on settlement of the
border dispute while the
Chinese insisted the bilat-
eral relationship should not
be limited to the border is-
sue.

The Indians seemed to
have now come around to
the Chinese view.

The Sino-India thaw
had in any case begun ear-
lier especially with the bor-
der management agreement
reached in August. The
meeting between the two
leaders in Tianjin was seen
as helping to further
normalise the relationship.
How far this is tactical, re-
flecting Modi’s reaction to
Trump’s humiliating con-
duct towards India, or a shift
that could gather momen-
tum, remains an open ques-
tion. It would be a mistake
to read too much into the
Sino-Indian re-engagement
because they have more di-
vergent interests than
convergences.

Interestingly the In-
dian opposition cautioned
the Modi government
against adopting a “knee-
jerk foreign policy” because
of the current hostile US
stance towards India.

The other bilateral
meeting that attracted at-
tention was between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin. This under-
lined the desire of both
countries to improve rela-
tions and expand trade. It
also signalled Pakistan’s in-
tent to chart an independent
course in its foreign policy.
Sharif held important meet-
ings with President Xi and
Premier Li Qiang. Both
countries committed to fur-
ther solidify their strategic
partnership, usher in the
next phase of CPEC and
upgrade the Free Trade
Agreement. They also ap-
proved an Action Plan for
2025-2029 and signed over
a dozen MoUs. This indi-
cated that for all the recent
warming in Pakistan-US
ties, China remained
Pakistan’s overriding stra-
tegic priority.

The Tianjin summit
reflected the geopolitical
shifts underway in a world
marked by growing multi-
polarity and in which
Trumpian policies are ac-
celerating some of these
shifts. Of these, efforts by
non-Western powers to
shape the new world order
may turn out to be the most
consequential.

More significantly,
President Xi received sup-
port from member states to
establish a new SCO devel-
opment bank and pledged
two billion RMB in grants
and 10bn in loans for SCO
members.

This marks the first
time the organisation’s eco-
nomic role has been backed
by development finance
funds and reflects China’s
increasing weight in the glo-
bal finance system.

The meeting between
the two leaders in Tianjin
was seen as helping to fur-
ther normalise the relation-
ship.

How far this is tacti-
cal, reflecting Modi’s reac-
tion to Trump’s humiliat-
ing conduct towards India,
or a shift that could gather
momentum, remains an
open question.

Lawlessness & state

Abrahim Shah

On Aug 11, US President
Donald Trump ordered the
National Guard to Washing-
ton D.C., to seize control
of the city’s police force
while calling the capital
‘lawless’. Weeks before,
Reform UK leader Nigel
Farage lamented ‘societal
collapse’ in the United
Kingdom, calling attention
to Britain’s ‘lawless’
streets.

These statements by
Trump and Farage, in asso-
ciation with the larger far-
right narrative on crime and
immigration, reveal critical
insights. First is the sharp
delineation between a ‘safe
and peaceful’ West threat-
ened by its native non-
white population and the
amorphous dark shadow of
immigration the East casts
over Western civilisation.
Streets in Britain remain
unsafe because of the arrival
of “droves of unvetted men
into our towns and cities”,
per Farage. In Washington’s
case, it is the city’s home-
less population, largely Af-
rican American, threatening
public order.

Images of “droves of
unvetted men” add a
sexualised and gendered
connotation — a narrative
going as far back as colonial
times when brown and
black men were seen as
promiscuous and violent.

Second, on display is
the contradictory relation-
ship between the political
right and the state. Staunch
critics ofan overbearing and
expansive government, the
right, instead, advocates
minimalist official interven-
tion — a “hollowed out”
state, as David Harvey
says. Monitoring
immig-ration and crime, on
the contrary, requires active
state intervention and an
expanded state apparatus
that actively patrols and
surveils the bodies of
coloured individuals, immi-
grants and even alters the
physical spaces they oc-
cupy: think the
‘Haus-smanisation’ of Paris
in the 19" century to root
out resistance to Napoleon
III’s rule. The state does not
operate as a neutral actor.

America under Trump
perhaps reflects these con-
tradictions most sharply.
While asserting himself and
the American state globally,
he has adhered to typical

Rep-ublican prescriptions
of cutting back the state’s
presence domestically.

Through his ‘One Big
Beautiful Bill’ (OBB),
signed into law on July 4,
the government has made a
substantial 12 per cent cut
to Medicaid spending, en-
hanced the work require-
ments for SNAP benefits
— in essence, food stamps
for the low-income — and
extended tax cuts for the
rich.

The OBB becomes a
critical component of our
analysis, shedding light on
how the seemingly dispar-
ate strands of the far-right
narrative are in fact deeply
interwoven. The measures
under the OBB, for in-
stance, will further exacer-
bate inequality within
America which already
stands at unprecedented
levels following the 2007
recession. In particular, the
steps targeting Medicaid and
food stamps will dispropor-
tionately impact low-in-
come households (in most
cases people of colour), trig-
gering increased poverty and
homelessness, thus serving
as further justification for
policing and control. Crime
and rising poverty in the UK
too, stem from dwindling
social safety nets and steps
that enhanced inequality in
Britain.

It is this overlap be-
tween government deci-
sions and rising subsequent
poverty and inequality that
demands scrutiny and re-
veals the fallacies within
far-right conversations on
immigration, crime and vio-
lence. For it is not the ris-
ing numbers of immigration
that makes Western cities
more lawless; it is the un-
fettered adherence to
neoliberalism’s flawed eco-
nomic logic that triggers
economic precarity and
threatens the social fabric.

The history of the
world since neoliberalism’s
advent in the 1980s and the
sharpening elite-poor divide
coupled with a backlash
against glo--b---alisation
reinforces this ar-gument,
dema-nding cri--tical en-
gagement with how certain
state policies — such as the
OBB Act — will impact
p--ov-erty and
homelessness rates, placing
coloured and imm--igrant
communities at greater risk
of violence and public os-
tracism.

Urban storm-water management

By Muhammad Hassan Dajana | Ramiz Shafqat

Pakistan has been ravaged
by riverine and pluvial
floods this monsoon season
too.

The United Nations Office
for the Coordination of
Hum-a-n-itarian Affairs re-
ports that during the cur-
rent monsoon season, 785
lives have been lost; the
number is increasing with
each passing day. July 2025
saw 82 per cent more rain
than July 2024, reports the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department. In Punjab
alone, two million people
have felt the season’s im-
pact; and visuals from KP
and Sindh are grim to say
the least.

Sadly, it will only get
worse as the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate
Change projects 26pc faster
warming rates till 2050.
This means more frequent
heatwaves, erratic weather,
glacial lake outburst floods
and riverine and pluvial
floods.

Pakistan’s challenges
are multifold; they include
an aging infrastructure, frag-
mented institutions work-
ing in silos, and under-
resourced local govern-
ments, to name a few. Most
urban areas have non-exis-
tent storm-water manage-
ment, often piggybacking on
decaying sewerage systems,
and leading to compounded
fiascos. For the urban poor
living in informal settle-
ments on city margins, the
situation is even more dire
— when downtowns catch
a cold, slums catch fever.
Every year, the monsoon
triggers disasters that result
in life-threatening condi-
tions for the less-privileged
urbanites in particular.

As a developing coun-
try with limited resources,
Pakistan must make smart
choices to address the afore-
mentioned ills while im-
proving public service de-
livery too. Instead of rein-
venting the wheel, we can
learn from global best prac-
tices, leading to customised
solutions for our local chal-
lenges. Globally, there are
two approaches when it
comes to dealing with
storm-water: get rid of it as
soon as possible or treat it
as an asset instead of view-
ing it as a threat. The latter
approach is reckoned as
more progressive, and cit-
ies adopting it are referred
to as ‘sponge cities’. A
sponge city essentially acts
like a sponge: it absorbs
water and can release it
whenever needed. This

property can resolve a
problem faced by our cit-
ies: deluges and droughts
throughout the year.

Sponge cities are
based on blue-green
infras-t-r-u-c-ture (BGI),
comprising a specially de-
signed network of water
bodies and green spaces
such as urb-an parks, wet-
lands, bioswales and water
plazas.

The BGI model pre-
sents Pakistani urban cen-
tres with an opportunity
to enhance livability.

BGI, unlike single-
purpose grey infrastructure
(storm-water drains), is
multifunctional and pro-
vides ecosystem services
through urban nature. This
climate infrastructure is not
buried underground and
provides flood mitigation,
storm-water management,
urban heat island impact
reduction, recreational op-
portunities as well as en-
hanced biodiversity.

We present
Copenhagen’s example and
how the city’s climate ad-
aptation model can help
Pakistani cities be climate-
proofed for the future.
Cop-enhagen has made
great strides towards cli-
mate resilience using BGI
over the last decade or so.
The city was jolted by a
cloudburst event in 2011,
sending shockwaves and
losing more than $1 billion
in damages. Consequently,
the city came up with its
pioneer Cloudburst Man-
agement Plan, 2012.

The plan serves as a
blueprint for the city’s cli-
mate adaptation and envis-
ages urban nature as its fun-
damental pivot. The plan
provides a robust system
consisting of BGI to man-
age storm-water on the
ground in addition to four
underground tunnels. The
city found out that its lim-
ited sewer capacity led to
combined sewer outflows
during intense downpours.

The Cloudburst Plan
responded to this challenge
through a unique idea. Re-
lying on hydraulic model-
ling, experts divided the
city into seven catchment
areas based on where it
would rain and where the
city would want its rain-
water to go. The surface
system comprises more
than 350 projects spr---ead
over seven catchments.
Further, each cat-chment
area is divided into cloud-
burst branches comprising
various BGI projects in

diffe-rent neighbourhoods.
These projects are meant to
stop storm-water from en-
tering the sewers as the city
expects 30pc more than
usual rain in the future.

A Copenhagen climate
neighbourhood (building
block of the system) com-
prises streets, courty-ards
and parks acting as BGI.
With a focus on the water
in the neighbourhood, these
urban spaces are all con-
nected and have a dual func-
tion. The system ensures
that rain falling in the
neighbourh-o-od can flow
through the BGI projects.
The water, which cannot
infiltrate, has an outlet to
the next system. Therefore,
the idea is not just to drain
water quickly, but to slow
it down, store it and use it,
turning excess water into an
urban asset. These func-
tions to retain, detain and
convey storm-water are
performed by various
cloudburst typologies. For
example, parks and plazas
are designed to ret-ain
storm-water from sur-
rounding rooftops. Green
roads delay storm-water
conveyance and
clo---udb-urst boulevards
ensure its speedy transpor-
tation.

Instead of relying
solely on conventional
drainage systems, the plan
reimagines Copenhagen’s
streets, parks and public
spaces as dynamic tools for
managing storm-water, re-
ducing flood risks, and en-
hancing urban livability.
These BGI projects in
Copenhagen are expected to
be completed over 30 years,
aligning with the city’s
broader urban development
agenda.

The model presents
Pakistani urban centres
with an opportunity to en-
hance urban livability while
managing storm-water and
urban flooding effectively. It
would create synergies
amongst government agen-
cies, break management si-
los as well as provide a sys-
temic approach for cost-ef-
fective and integrated sus-
tainable development. Ev-
ery city with a peculiar wa-
ter cycle, topography and
public participation must
chalk out its own unique
plan to climate-proof itself
through a multifunctional
climate infrastructure. This
is a crucial moment for Pa-
kistan to propose pragmatic
climate-adaptation projects
for climate justice funding
worldwide.

Bad optics

MunaKhan

Maryam Nawaz went to
Japan and, as if on cue,
practically everyone
had a meltdown. I
think a lot of the hate
she especially re-
ceives is indicative of
the deep rot of mi-
sogyny in this coun-
try. Ali Amin
Gan-dapur or Murad
Ali Shah would not
garner the same resent-
ment had they gone on
the same trip, with
their entourage and
printed the same self-
congratulatory adver-
tisements. Prime time
anchors would ques-
tion the costs of the ad,
the point of them etc,
but not with a venom-
ous style they reserve
for Maryam.

yes, misogyny for

Maryam trumps ev-

erything and yet ...

she doesn’t help her-
self.

Maryam may be a good
administrator, vision-
ary and all the things
claimed in the many
advertisements about
her leadership that get
printed at taxpayers’
expense as everyone
loves to point out. All
the journalists angry
at the advertisements
may want to check
their media
organisations business
model dependency on
that advertising for
survival but I digress.
Maryam hasn’t un-
derstood that bad op-
tics can sink political
careers and hers par-
ticularly suffers from
poor public percep-
tion.

Sadly, politics is all about
optics. I wish it was
about performance.
It’s not what you say
— for example, that ci-
pher controversy —
but how you say it —
again the cipher’s lin-
gering appeal stands.
Politicians are able to
convince voters about
the most offensive, re-
gressive ideas. We’ve
got our backs to the
corner, convinced that
we can’t ‘touch’ any
law based on religion,
for example, because
some elements will
take to the streets and
create hell. But I di-
gress again. [ was writ-
ing about optics.

So

Maryam hasn’t realised
that bad optics can
sink political careers.

Imagine if Maryam had un-
dertaken this trip to
Japan without the
pomp. Even half the
pomp.

Most of the debate around
this trip has been
around the optics of
her entourage, who
paid what and why,
and the advertising
spent on “her per-
sonal projection”.
Pun-jab’s Information
Minister Azma
Bokhari, who accom-
panied her to Japan,
has been giving press
conferences debunking
xyz claims and said,
among other things,
that Maryam bore the
expenses herself. This
has done little to quell
the anger. Her trip
overshadowed the
worst floods in nearly
40 years.

I understand her govern-
ment had to debunk
false claims about this
trip but they didn’t do
a good job of that ei-
ther. Soch Fact Check
confirmed the video of
the pro-Imran chants
during a press confer-
ence by Maryam in Ja-
pan, as shared by PTI
supporters on social
media, is doctored.
The organisation has
debunked doctored
videos of Maryam in
the past as well.

A part of me thinks that
Maryam knows that
no matter what she
does, it will never be
good enough for her
detractors so she’s
ploughing ahead with
her plans. A certain ur-
ban elite group of
women especially
hate her so Maryam’s
focus is purely on her
voter base. This is a
mistake.

Maryam has not been able
to shake off her party’s
disconnect to Pakistan
today, especially the
youth. Fan cams of her
father aside, young
people are not taken in
by ads. They want to
leave this country and
are dying to do so.
More than the slick
vlogs about her trips,
they want results.
They are likely put off
by the supposed thou-
sands of clinics she has
named after herself. All

this self-promotion is,
as the kids say,
‘cringe’.

The irony is that she’s hop-
ing this media blitz will
help people forget
about her opponent.
However, the manner
in which she’s doing it
is only strengthening
Imran Khan’s image as
an austere leader who
didn’t spend a lot of
money on entourages

0 r
ad--v------ ertisements.

Optics matter.

All of Pakistan’s

lea-dership should
wa--t--ch the unfold-
ing eve-nts in
Indo-nesia. Pro-t-ests
began on Aug 25
aga-i-nst the hou-sing
all--o-w-ance given to
MPs that was 10 times
the min--imum wage in
Jakarta. This
happ-e-n-ed at a time
when the government
has made cuts in edu-
cation, hea-Ith and
public work. Incensed
demo-nst-ra-t-ors have
burnt and reportedly
looted public buildings,
including the parlia-
ment building in east-
ern Indonesia and the
home of the finance
minister. The protests
against the ‘corrupt
elite’ turned ugly last
Friday after a video
emerged of the para-
military police running
over a 21-year-old de-
livery driver while they
were dealing with
prot-e-sters. Although
the president, an ex-
gene-ral only a year
into his presidency, has
called for law enforce-
ment to be firm with
violent protesters, he
has agreed to a cut in
the MPs housing al-
lowance and said he’ll
reduce overseas trips
for them, a rare
conc-e---ssion to the
protesters, reported
The Guardian. This is
a story worth follow-
ing not just for
Pakistan’s leadership
that is disconnected
from people’s reality
but also for citizens fed
up with their needs not
being met. I’'m not con-
doning violence but
there is power in
organising as we’ve seen
in Bangladesh and now
in Indonesia with stu-
dents showing us a dif-
ferent way is possible.
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Spectrum Advisory Committee at the Finance Division.

Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, presiding over a meeting of the

Finance Minister urges swift
action on spectrum policy to
harness digital opportunities

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Monday stressed the need
for ‘timely progress’ on the
spectrum process to cap-
ture emerging opportunities
for Pakistan’s economy and
society. Chairing a meeting
of the Spectrum Advisory
Committee, he welcomed
the insights of the industry
and GSMA and appreciated
the value of global best prac-
tices for shaping Pakistan’s
spectrum roadmap, a news
release said.

The meeting was at-

tended by Federal Minis-
ter for Information Tech-
nology and Telecommuni-
cation Shaza Fatima
Khawaja, Federal Minister
for Law and Justice Sena-
tor Azam Nazeer Tarar,
Head of Asia Pacific,
GSMA, Julian Gorman,
senior officials from rel-
evant ministries and regu-
lators, as well as represen-
tatives ofleading mobile op-
erators.

Participants from the
telecom industry and
GSMA shared perspectives
on advancing Pakistan’s
digital transformation

through an effective spec-
trum policy.

Discussions under-
scored the importance of
spectrum in enabling the
growth of IT and telecom
services, supporting ex-
ports, creating jobs, and
driving wider digital adop-
tion.

Federal Ministers
Shaza Fatima Khawaja and
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar
reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to building a
digitally connected Paki-
stan with inclusive, afford-
able and high-quality con-
nectivity.

U.S. strategic metals,
FWO sign MoU on critical
minerals in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Embassy Islamabad Acting
Deputy Chief of Mission
Zach Harkenrider accompa-
nied a delegation led by U.S.
Strategic Metals (USSM)
to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)
with Pakistan’s Frontier
Works Organization
(FWO) at Prime Minister
House Monday.

Speaking about the
MOU signing, Chargé
d’Affaires (CDA) Natalie
Baker said, “This signing is
yet another example of the
strength of the U.S.-Paki-
stan bilateral relationship
that will benefit both coun-
tries.”

USSM, based in the
U.S. state of Missouri, is

focused on producing and
recycling critical minerals,
which the U.S. Department
of Energy has defined as
essential in a variety of
technologies related to ad-
vanced manufacturing and
energy production. Speak-
ing about the importance of
such bilateral agreements,
CDA Baker added, “The
Trump administration has
made the forging of such
deals a key priority given
the importance of critical
mineral resources to Ameri-
can security and prosper-
ity. We look forward to see-
ing future agreements be-
tween U.S. companies and
their counterparts in the
critical minerals and mining
sector in Pakistan.”

SC seeks brief
summary of
decisions re-
lated

to super tax

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
constitutional bench of the
Supreme Court on Monday
sought brief summary of
court decisions from Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
(FBR) in cases related to
the super tax.

A five member consti-
tutional bench headed by
Justice Amin u Din Khan
heard the case.

At the outset of hear-
ing, FBR lawyer Asma
Hamid began the argu-
ments and took the posi-
tion that no taxpayer chal-
lenged the decision of the
Lahore High Court, the
decision of both sections
has been made in the
Islamabad High Court.

ISLAMABAD: Traders

and Vendors arebusy in buying and selling of the

[

vegetables and Fruits at Market of I-11 as due to the flood in the different
cultivated parts of the country, prices of vegetables are hike to its double, in

Federal Capital.

Chairman WAPDA, WB
Country Director discuss
financial matters of Dasu

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman WAPDA Lt Gen
Muhammad Saeed (Retd)
was called on by World
Bank’s Country Director
for Pakistan Ms.
Bolormaa Amgabbazar to
review financial matters of
Dasu and Tarbela Sth Ex-
tension hydropower
projects.

During the meeting,
the Chairman appreciated
the World Bank for its role
as key development part-
ner in harnessing vital re-
source of hydel electricity
in Pakistan, said a press re-
lease.

Highlighting the im-
portance of Dasu and
Tarbela 5th Extension hy-
dropower projects for en-
ergy security of Pakistan,
he said that both projects
will help ensure affordable
and clean electricity for
socio-economic develop-
ment in the country.

The Chairman was of
the view that JARC would
further strengthen institu-
tional capacity and effi-
ciency, transforming
WAPDA into a more effi-
cient and robust organiza-
tion aligned with interna-

tional best practices.

The Country Director
reaffirmed World Bank’s
commitment to continued
financial support for
WAPDA’s hydropower
portfolio. She acknowl-
edged WAPDA’s efforts in
advancing the shared vision
of promoting clean, green
and sustainable energy de-
velopment in Pakistan.

It is important to note
that World Bank is provid-
ing financial support worth
USS$ 1517 million for un-
der-construction Stage-I of
Dasu Hydropower Project
and US$ 390 million for
Tarbela 5th Extension Hy-
dropower Project. Besides,
the World Bank is also
funding Institutional As-
sessment and Reforms
Consultancy Services
(IARC) for WAPDA.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that the 4320 MW-
Dasu Hydropower Project
is being constructed across
River Indus in Upper
Kohistan district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. At present,
WAPDA is constructing
Stage-I of the Project,
which will generate 2160
MW electricity.

Govt. to train 1m
youth in IT skills

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The government, in col-
laboration with Huawei and
other partners, plans to
train around one million
youth in diverse IT skills
to boost employability and
strengthen the digital
economy.

An official of the Min-
istry said, “If even one mil-
lion youth earn an average
of $10,000 annually, the
economic impact would be
massive.”

He said training pro-
grams were central to the
Prime Minister’s agenda.
“Last year, around 350,000
youth were trained, while
another 300,000 are cur-
rently undergoing training in
advanced skills. From De-
cember, an additional
300,000 will be enrolled,”
he added. He highlighted
that Pakistan’s IT and
telecom sector was wit-
nessing remarkable growth
in exports, digital transfor-
mation, and youth employ-
ability programs.

He said that IT ex-
ports had nearly doubled,
with inflows reaching $3.8
billion. A major share, he
said, came through remit-
tances, which had risen sig-
nificantly from $400 million
last year to about $700 mil-
lion this year.

Julian Gorman says
Spectrum policy vital
for digital growth

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Head of Asia Pacific at
GSMA, Julian Gorman
Monday said spectrum
policy forms the founda-
tion of economic develop-
ment and is essential to fuel
Pakistan’s digital ambitions.

Briefing on Pakistan’s
upcoming spectrum auc-
tion, he said the process
could play a pivotal role in
advancing the country’s vi-
sion of becoming a digital
nation.

Gorman stressed that
spectrum policy underpins
economic growth and aligns
with Pakistan’s broader
economic vision—shifting
from stabilization towards
sustainable, export-led de-
velopment.

He pointed out that
information technology and
telecom had been identified
as low-hanging fruit for ex-
ports and job creation, tar-
geting $25 billion by 2030.

Calling spectrum a
scarce national resource, he
said it was vital to maximize
its benefits for society, the
economy, and digital trans-
formation. “A cashless Pa-
kistan and digitized gover-
nance systems rely on ubiq-
uitous, high-quality mobile
connectivity,” he noted,

adding that Al-enabled gov-
ernance and digital public
services cannot scale with-
out affordable spectrum.

He emphasized that
low-band spectrum is the
cornerstone of digital equal-
ity, driving broad and af-
fordable connectivity. Ad-
ditional spectrum, he said,
would improve internet
quality in Pakistan, which
currently lags in available
data speeds, ranking 98th
out of 104 countries glo-
bally.

Gorman cautioned
that delaying spectrum al-
location could cost the
economy between $1.8 bil-
lion and $4.3 billion over
the next five years. He also
highlighted that Pakistan
faces one of the highest
spectrum costs worldwide,
accounting for about 20
percent of operators’ rev-
enues—an issue that nega-
tively impacts both cover-
age and internet speeds.

“Every 10 percent-
age-point increase in the
spectrum cost-to-revenue
ratio reduces 4G and 5G
coverage by up to six per-
centage points and lowers
average mobile internet
speeds by as much as 8
percent,” he said.

PM lauds economic team
as PSX 100 index surpasses
historic 156,000 mark

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday ex-
pressed satisfaction as Pa-
kistan Stock Exchange’s
100 index surpassed the
historic 156,000 mark,
lauding his economic team’s
efforts to put the country’s
economy on an upward tra-
jectory.

The prime minister, in
a statement, said that the
historic milestone achieved
by the PSX reflected the
confidence of the business
community and investors
in the government’s poli-
cies.

Recalling his visit to

China last week, he said
that the agreements and
memorandums of under-
standing worth billions of
dollars were signed be-
tween the private compa-
nies of Pakistan and China.

“By the grace of Al-
lah, the journey of national
progress continues due to
the hard work of the eco-
nomic team.

Increased investment
in the country will lead to
the establishment of indus-
tries, growth in exports,
and the creation of more
employment opportuni-
ties,” the prime minister
remarked.

ICCI to work hand in
hand with policymakers
for economic revival

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI), Nasir
Mansoor Qureshi, has
stressed the need for imme-
diate and meaningful re-
forms to overcome deep-
rooted economic challenges
and unlock the true poten-
tial of Pakistan’s economy.

He said that
infrastructural deficiencies,
regulatory hurdles and high
energy costs continue to
limit the manufacturing
sector’s potential, thereby
weakening Pakistan’s com-
petitiveness both regionally
and globally.

In a press statement,
ICCI President pointed out
that the export basket re-
mains undiversified and
dominated by low-value
goods, which is hampering
efforts to achieve higher
export growth and attract
much-needed foreign in-
vestment.

He emphasized that
genuine structural reforms,

livelihood of his family.

KARACHI: A street Vendorselling-ba;anas
along the road side to earn daily wages for the

including tariff discipline,
are crucial; otherwise, the
circular debt crisis is bound
to resurface.

He added that weak
infrastructure remains one
of the most significant ob-
stacles to sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

Highlighting the im-
portance of consensus-
building, he said the most
critical challenge is the lack
of an inclusive political en-
vironment.

He urged that all stake-
holders, particularly the
business community, must
be on board in the reform
process to  ensure
sustainability and long-
term economic stability.

Nasir Qureshi reiter-
ated that ICCI has always
played its due role in pro-
moting the country’s eco-
nomic development
through its effective advo-
cacy and by submitting
genuine policy recommen-
dations aimed at national
economic well-being.

Shaza Fatima assures
public on internet repairs,
future connectivity plans

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for IT
Shaza Fatima Khawaja, on
Monday, explained that the
internet disruptions across
Asia countries are linked to
subsea cable outages, with
repairs in progress in the
Red Sea and assured that her
ministry is in regular con-
tact with the relevant au-
thorities and will provide
timely updates through the
media. In an exclusive inter-
view with a local media
channel, the Minister ex-
plained that the subsea
cable cut is a critical issue
not only for internet users
but also for businesses, par-
ticularly those relying on
digital exports.

She highlighted that
the disruption could impact
export targets, with PTCL
already issuing a press re-
lease on the matter, adding
that the IT Ministry and
PTA have endorsed the
statement and are in con-
tinuous contact with inter-
national authorities to re-
solve the issue promptly.

She further stressed
that providing high-speed

internet is a key priority for
the government, with a fo-
cus on improving accessi-
bility and performance,
adding that, through strate-
gic initiatives aimed at ex-
panding digital networks
and promoting technologi-
cal advancements, the gov-
ernment is working to en-
sure that every user has ac-
cess to fast and reliable
internet services.

Responding to a
query, she mentioned that
international authorities
have not yet provided a
specific timeline or clear
details regarding the reso-
lution of the issue.

However, she assured
that the Pakistani govern-
ment is actively monitoring
the situation and working
closely with the relevant
parties.

She also emphasized
that the public will be
promptly informed of any
further updates through
media channels as soon as
new information becomes
available.

Responding to another
query, she mentioned that

a project with China is un-
derway to enhance
Pakistan’s internet infra-
structure, adding that after
the successful landing of
subsea cables in Karachi
and Gwadar, two additional
cables are planned.

One of these cables is
expected to land by the end
of this year, with another
scheduled for next year. She
highlighted that these
projects are part of the
government’s broader ef-
forts to strengthen connec-
tivity and ensure more
stable internet services for
both users and businesses
in the region.

In concluding remarks,
she added that the govern-
ment is set to lay down
three new submarine
internet cables to enhance
digital connectivity and
support the rollout of 5G
services in Pakistan, adding
that this initiative will in-
crease bandwidth capacity,
reduce outages associated
with older cables like AAE-
1 and SMW-4, and provide
more reliable internet infra-
structure.

ISLAMABAD: Phase-I of the Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) MOU sign-
ing a game-changer for Pakistan Railways’ freight capacity. Faster cargo
movement, reduced congestion, stronger revenues. A milestone towards mod-
ern, trade-driven Railways under the Prime Minister’s vision in federal

capital.
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preciated by 03 paisa
against the US Dollar in the
interbank trading and closed
at Rs 281.62 against the
previous day’s closing Rs
281.65.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs 282.2 and Rs 283, re-
spectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by Rs 1.78 to
close at Rs 330.65 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
328.87, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese yen re-
mained unchanged to close
at Rs 1.90, whereas an in-
crease of Rs 1.54 was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate
of'the British Pound, which
was traded at Rs 380.78
compared to the previous
day’s closing of Rs 379.24.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal came down
by 01 paisa each and closed
at Rs76.67 and Rs75.05,
respectively.

SBP injects
over Rs 316b

in the market

KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), Monday, injected Rs
316.4 billion through Re-
verse Repo Purchase and
Shariah Compliant
Mudarabah based Open
Market Operations (OMO)
to maintain liquidity in the
market. The central bank
conducted the Open Mar-
ket Operation, Reverse
Repo Purchase (Injection)
for a 4 day tenor on Sep-
tember 08,2025 and injected
Rs 238.4 billion against 6
quotes while another Rs 78
billion were inserted through
Shariah Compliant
Mudarabah based OMO.

For the Reverse Repo
Purchase for a 4-day tenor,
SBP received 6 bids cumu-
latively offering Rs 238.4
billion at the rate of return
ranging between 11.07% to
11.10%. SBP accepted the
entire amount at 11.07%
rate of return. Moreover, the
SBP also conducted Shariah
Compliant Mudarabah
based Open Market Opera-
tion for the 4 day tenor. The
central bank received 2 bids
offering Rs 78 billion at the
rate of return ranging be-
tween 11.14% to 11.15%.
The SBP accepted both the
quotes with the entire
amount at 11.14% rate of
return.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Railways
on Monday inked Phase-I
of the Dedicated Freight
Corridor (DFC), a flagship
project set to boost freight
capacity, speed up cargo
movement to and from
Karachi Port, and ease con-
gestion on roads and termi-
nals.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Federal Minister
for Railways Muhammad
Hanif Abbasi said the
project will prove to be a
milestone for Pakistan Rail-

ways.

He added that it will
not only modernize freight
transportation but also
strengthen Pakistan Rail-

ISLAMABA

Shahid Afridi along with FPCCI President Atif

ways’ revenue base through
freight charges, track access
fees, and revenue-sharing
mechanisms.

The Minister empha-
sized that the government
is fully committed to
launching Phase-1I of the
DEFC at the earliest, reflect-
ing the prime minister’s vi-
sion of transforming Paki-
stan Railways into a key
driver of trade facilitation
and modernization.

He expressed deep
gratitude to DP World and
the Government of the
UAE for their valuable
support, stating that their
collaboration marks the be-
ginning of a new era for Pa-
kistan Railways.

Pakistani Cricketer

Ikram Sheikh Press conference in connection
with fund-raising campaign to help flood victims.

UAE investors explore
major projects in Islamabad,
CDA assures full support

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high-level delegation of in-
vestors from the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) met
with Chairman Capital De-
velopment  Authority
(CDA) and Chief Commis-
sioner Islamabad,
Muhammad Ali Randhawa,
on Monday to explore in-
vestment opportunities in
the federal capital.

During the discus-
sions, CDA officials briefed
the UAE delegation on po-
tential projects across key
sectors, including hotels
and hospitality, commercial
real estate, and tourism.

Officials underscored
that Islamabad’s growing
demand in the hospitality
and real estate industries
offers “excellent investment
opportunities.”

Feasibility studies for
major tourism projects, in-
cluding a proposed theme
park and a cable car sys-
tem, have already been
completed, officials in-
formed the delegation.

They also assured that
“robust financial and opera-
tional models” have been
developed to secure inves-
tor capital in commercial
ventures.

Chairman CDA
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
emphasized that the author-
ity is committed to facili-
tating foreign investment.

“CDA is creating uni-
form and excellent oppor-
tunities for investors,”
Randhawa said.

“We are taking com-
prehensive measures to
provide maximum incen-
tives and facilitation. Gain-
ing the confidence of inves-
tors in Islamabad is our top
priority.”

He further noted that
renowned consultancy
firms have conducted stud-
ies to ensure the financial
viability of the proposed
projects.

The UAE investors
expressed strong interest in
Islamabad’s real estate, ho-
tel, and tourism sectors.
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Govt won’t allow forced
shop closures or public
harassment: Ministers

Dummar warns against fueling fear over Ziarat land dispute; Nosherwani,
Lehri, and Mandokhail vow transparent probe into recent terror attack

u E T T A
(ANN): Provincial minis-
ters and members of the
Balochistan Assembly have
said that while political par-
ties have the constitutional
right to stage protests, shut-
ter-downs, and wheel-jam
strikes, no one will be al-
lowed to forcibly close
shops or create hardships
for the public. Speaking to
the media after the provin-
cial assembly session, Food
Minister Haji  Noor
Muhammad Dummar, Fi-
nance Minister Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani, Parliamentary
Secretary for Excise Haji
Muhammad Khan Lehri,
and MPA Sheikh Zarak
Khan Mandokhail stressed
that those arrested during re-
cent disturbances would be
dealt with according to the
law. They urged the public
to cooperate with the gov-
ernment and security insti-
tutions rather than taking the

law into their own hands
during the prevailing sensi-
tive circumstances.

The ministers ac-
knowledged that a land dis-
pute between two local
tribes in Ziarat exists, but
warned that some elements
were deliberately trying to
exploit the situation and
spread fear. “The provin-
cial government is working
to bring both tribes closer
in order to resolve the issue
peacefully and avoid further
loss of life. However, at-
tempts to politicize the
matter and create panic are
condemnable,” said Minis-
ter Dummar.

They also referred to
the recent suicide attack on
a Balochistan National
Party (BNP) rally that
claimed multiple lives and
left several injured. “All
political parties and govern-
ment institutions have
unanimously condemned

this act of terrorism. The
government has assured
that a transparent inquiry
will be conducted and those
responsible will be brought
to justice,” the ministers
affirmed.

Reiterating the
government’s priorities, the
ministers said Balochistan
is on the path of develop-
ment despite hurdles being
created by certain quarters.
“Some people cannot digest
the province’s progress and
are attempting to obstruct
it. But they are mistaken if
they think the government
will bow to such tactics or
compromise on its man-
date,” they added.

They maintained that
Balochistan’s peace, stabil-
ity, and development re-
main the top priority of the
government, and political
differences must not be al-
lowed to derail the progress
achieved so far.
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QUETA: Nawab Shah and Sheikh Wali meeting with Balochistan Gover-
nor Jaffar Khan Mandokhel.

Sadiqg Agha says

‘Fake Govt has broken
martial law records”

Senior PTI leader condemns arrests, shelling, and
firing on peaceful protesters in Balochistan; demands
immediate release of detainees

QUETTA (ANN): Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Balochistan Senior Vice
President and tribal elder,
Syed Sadiq Agha, has
strongly condemned the ar-
rests of political leaders and
workers during the prov-
ince-wide shutter-down
and wheel-jam strike, call-
ing it an unprecedented dis-
play of authoritarianism.
He said that the deten-
tion of PTI members and
leaders from other parties,
including Rahim Ziaratwal,
Qahar Wadan, Liaquat
Agha, and Noor Khan
Khilji, was unjustified and
amounted to “worst dicta-
torial behavior.” He further
denounced the shelling on
peaceful demonstrators and
the firing on leaders such as
Asghar Khan Achakzai,
Sajid Tareen, and Agha
Hassan, terming it “blatant
state terrorism.”
According to Agha,
the use of force to suppress
people’s fundamental and
constitutional rights was
proof'that “true democracy
has been replaced by im-

posed authoritarianism.”
He remarked: “The fake
government, born out of
Form-47, has even broken
the records of martial law.
Extending power through
brutality, arrests, and bul-
lets is a dark chapter in his-
tory.”

He stressed that the
people of Balochistan had
expressed their democratic
rights through peaceful
means, but the government
and administration at-
tempted to crush the move-
ment through misuse of
state power. “Such tactics
cannot suppress the will of
the people,” he added.

Sadiq Agha demanded
the immediate release of all
arrested political leaders
and workers,
an investigation into the
use of force on protesters,
and action against those re-
sponsible. He affirmed that
PTI and its allied parties
remain determined to con-
tinue their struggle for the
restoration of democracy
and the protection of the
public mandate.

QUETTA: Chairman of Health Department and
Member of Provincial Assembly Dr. Muhammad
Nawaz Kibzai presenting the report about Health
Department during Balochistan Assembly Session.

E-Center to ease public
burden, improve quality
of life: DC Mansoor

PISHIN (APP)-Deputy
Commissioner Mansoor
Ahmed Qazi On Monday
said that keeping in mind
the welfare of the people,
providing all the basic fa-
cilities of life to public is
one of the top priorities of
government. He said that
these public welfare sectors
would be made active on a
permanent basis and moni-
tored, because the develop-
ment and prosperity of the
nation depends on the qual-
ity of life. He expressed
these views while discuss-
ing the establishment of the
E-Center established in the
district.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Qazi Mansoor said
that the establishment of
the E-Center is intended to
reduce the burden on the
relevant government insti-
tutions, and the public is

being provided with facili-
ties and possible informa-
tion in this regard. He di-
rected that all possible steps
should be taken to promote
more quality facilities in the
district and it is necessary
for all relevant departments
to be present in the E-Cen-
ter, so that the problems of
the people could be ad-
dressed on a priority basis.

He further said that
due to the lack of institu-
tions connected to the e-
center and the increasing
population, problems are
also enhancing. However,
to overcome these prob-
lems, every possible effort
will be made to make the e-
center active on a perma-
nent basis and very soon,
more better steps to be
taken in this regard and the
district can be presented as
a model, he noted.

JUI declares looters
of national wealth
and perpetrators of
instability as
“npational criminals”

QUETTA (UNA): The
leadership of Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam  (JUI)
Quetta District has
strongly condemned the
ongoing economic and po-
litical instability in the
country, declaring those
who have looted the na-
tional exchequer over the
past 78 years as “national
criminals” and holding
them responsible for the
unrest plaguing Pakistan.

In a joint statement,
District Ameer Sheikh-ul-
Hadith Maulana Hafiz
Hussain Ahmed Sherodi,
District Information Secre-
tary Maulana Muhammad
Tahir Tohidi, Finance Sec-
retary Haji Qasim Khan
Kakar, Deputy Finance
Secretary Mir Sarfraz
Shahwani  Advocate,
Maulana Mufti Rozi Khan
Badizai, Maulana Haji
Abdul Malik Bareech,
Akhtar Jan Marri, Maulana
Mufti Rehmatullah Salar,
Maulana Ali Jan Deputy
Salar, Hafiz Muheeb-ur-
Rehman Malakhel,
Maulana Jan Muhammad,
Maulana Hizbullah, Malik
Yar, Hafiz Rehman Gul, and
Maulana  Muhammad
Aslam expressed grave con-
cerns over the worsening
state of the nation.

They said that instead
of offering jobs to educated
youth, the ruling elite has
pushed millions toward
poverty and hunger. “The
national treasury has been
looted with both hands,
and those responsible are
nothing less than national
criminals,” the statement
read.

The JUI leaders
stressed that without jus-
tice and rule of law, Paki-
stan cannot move forward
on the path of develop-
ment. They argued that the
prevailing environment of
chaos is a direct result of
the absence of accountabil-
ity and supremacy of the
constitution.

They reiterated JUI’s
commitment to defending
the Constitution of Paki-
stan and Islamic Shariah,
stating that no one is above
the Constitution. “Today,
those in power are tram-
pling the Constitution un-
der their feet,” they said,
adding that for 78 years,
the same elite class has
ruled the country and is to
blame for the unrest and
instability.

The party further em-
phasized that JUI has al-
ways promoted dialogue
over the use of force, stat-
ing, “Power is never the so-
lution to problems.” They
demanded the immediate
release of all recently ar-
rested leaders and workers
of political parties, urging
the provincial government
to show restraint and po-
litical maturity.
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QUETTA: Balochistan National Party (BNP)-Mengal public meeting targeted by suicide bombing, Balochistan National Party
(BNP) and All Parties Hold Strike in Quetta.

Jattak elected chairman of
BA’s standing committee
on home and tribal affairs

QUETTA (UNA): Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP)
senior leader and Member
of the Provincial Assembly
(MPA), Haji Ali Madad
Jattak, has been elected as
the new Chairman of the
Balochistan Assembly’s
Standing Committee on
Home, Tribal Affairs, and
PDMA. The committee
meeting, chaired by Jattak,
was held in the Assembly
Committee Room to dis-
cuss the draft bills for the
establishment of the
Balochistan Levies Force
and the Balochistan Foren-
sic Science Agency under
the Draft Law 2025.

The session was at-
tended by MPAs Mir
Zareen Khan Magsi, Asghar
Tareen, Ubaid Gorgage,
Additional Home Secretary
Hamza Shafqat, and other
relevant officials. During

the meeting, members de-
liberated on various aspects
of'the proposed legislations
and reviewed matters re-
lated to law and order and
the functioning of the Lev-
ies Force. Speaking on the
occasion, Haji Ali Madad
Jattak said that the estab-
lishment of the Balochistan
Forensic Science Agency
would not only improve
the investigative process
but also enhance transpar-
ency in crime research on
scientific grounds.
Committee members
congratulated Jattak on
his election as Chairman
and expressed confidence
that under his leadership,
the committee would
present effective recom-
mendations to strengthen
key provincial institu-
tions and ensure better
services for the public.

Sustainable peace in
Balochistan need of
the hour: Jamal Shah

QUETTA (UNA) : Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N)
Balochistan General Secre-
tary and Member of the
National Assembly, Haji
Jamal Shah Kakar, has said
that establishing sustainable
peace in the province is the
need of the hour.

Speaking during a ses-
sion of the National Assem-
bly on the law and order
situation, he emphasized
that the people of
Balochistan want an end to
terrorism and unrest, and
expect both federal and
provincial governments to
adopt a joint strategy to
resolve these challenges.

Kakar noted that the
people of Balochistan have
always played a vital role
in Pakistan’s development

QUETTA: Interpreter of Balochistan
ganization addressing All Parties Organization.

and stability, but terrorism
and insecurity have ad-
versely affected the
province’s progress. Prais-
ing the federal
government’s initiatives to
curb terrorism and restore
peace, he said the sacrifices
of security forces deserve
recognition.

He further stressed the
importance of providing
employment opportunities,
education, and better facili-
ties to the youth of
Balochistan, so that extrem-
ist tendencies can be eradi-
cated from the roots.

Kakar added that the
government, with public
participation, is committed
to ensuring lasting peace in
the province and will make
every sacrifice necessary to
achieve this goal.

Peace vital for business, say
Balochistan traders after
province-wide shutdown

Successful strike sends strong message
to government amid rising violence and
economic collapse

QUETTA (PR): Spokes-
person of the Central Or-
ganization of Traders
Balochistan, Kashif
Haidari, has said that peace
and security are prerequi-
sites for business, warning
that continuous violence
and lawlessness have dev-
astated trade and commerce
across the province. He
thanked traders across
Balochistan for fully ob-
serving a shutter-down
strike in protest against the
recent Sariab Road tragedy
and the recurring wave of
unrest.

Addressing an All Par-
ties Conference, Haidari
said the strike had demon-
strated that the business
community and the public
were united in demanding
peace. “Day-by-day inci-
dents of terrorism,
shootings, and looting have
turned markets into ghost
towns.

Shops remain de-
serted, investments are
vanishing, and traders are
suffering heavy financial
losses,” he lamented.

He added that the suc-
cessful strike was a clear
signal to the government
that silence and negligence

would no longer be toler-
ated.

“The trader commu-
nity has always stood
shoulder-to-shoulder with
the people in times of cri-
sis, making sacrifices for
unity. Now it is the
government’s responsibil-
ity to ensure security so
that business and daily life
can return to normal,” he
stressed.

Haidari warned that
the persistence of killings,
terrorism, and lawlessness
would further fuel public
anger.

“If this situation con-
tinues, the patience of both
traders and the people will
run out, and protests will
escalate. The government
has no room left to ignore
these demands,” he said.

The traders’ leader
urged the provincial gov-
ernment to mobilize police
and law enforcement agen-
cies immediately to safe-
guard lives and property.
He emphasized that peace
was not only vital for re-
storing the confidence of
the trader community but
also a prerequisite for in-
vestment and job creation
in the province.

Jamali expresses solidarity
with Sindh amid flood threat

Balochistan Livestock Minister assures full cooperation;
urges public to stay calm and rely on official guidance

USTA MUHAMMAD
(ANN) Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) leader
and Balochistan Minister
for Livestock, Sardarzada
Faisal Khan Jamali, has re-
affirmed the historic and
brotherly ties between
Sindh and Balochistan, as-
suring that the provincial
government of Balochistan
stands in full solidarity
with the people of Sindh
and will extend every pos-
sible support during test-
ing times.

Speaking to the media
during his visit to the
Sukkur Barrage amid loom-
ing flood threats, Jamali
said that the two provinces
have always stood shoul-
der to shoulder in difficult

moments. He was accom-
panied by Mir Usman
Khan Jamali and Mir Zarar
Nasir Khan Jamali.

The minister person-
ally inspected the situation
and received a detailed
briefing from irrigation and
administration officials.
Sukkur Barrage engineer
Zahid Hussain Mughal in-
formed him that a power-
ful flood wave of 500,000
cusecs from Punjab had en-
tered the barrage. However,
the Sindh government had
already taken comprehen-
sive precautionary mea-
sures to safeguard lives and
property.

Jamali appealed to citi-
zens not to pay heed to
baseless rumors and to re-
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QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretaries
Mir Asghar Rind answering the question while Member of Provincial As-

sembly Mir Jhanzaib Mengal and Mualana Hidayar ur Rehman question-
ing during the session of Provincial Assembly.

1 N - : ]
Haji Wali Muhammad Noorzai and

main in close contact with
district administrations in
case of emergencies. He
noted that awareness cam-
paigns had been launched
locally to keep communi-
ties informed about safety
measures against floods.

Reassuring his own
constituency, the minister
pledged: “I will never aban-
don the people of Usta
Muhammad.

In every difficult time,
I will stand with them. The
PPP has always prioritized
public service beyond the
divides of caste, color, or
creed.”

He concluded by
praying for protection from
natural disasters and peace
for the country.

Balochistan strike:
PTI demands
release of

workers

QUETTA (PR): Leaders of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Balochistan have ex-
pressed deep gratitude to
the people of the province
for observing a successful
and peaceful province-wide
strike. The strike was called
as a symbolic protest
against the deteriorating law
and order situation in
Balochistan and the ongo-
ing injustices against demo-
cratic and political parties.

Addressing party
workers at the conclusion
of the strike, PTI
Balochistan President
Dawood Shah Kakar,
Quetta Division President
Noor Khan Khliji, and
Quetta District President
Sardar Zain-ul-Abideen
Khliji said the purpose of
the strike was to restore
peace in the province and
to raise a voice against po-
litical victimization.

They strongly con-
demned what they called
the “Form 47 government”
for using force against
peaceful demonstrators.
Despite the strike being
peaceful and scheduled,
they alleged that govern-
ment authorities resorted to
oppression, illegal arrests,
and even opened fire on
protestors in different parts
of the province.

“This reaction is a
clear sign of the
government’s frustration,”
they said, adding that such
actions are an attack on the
constitutional, legal, moral,
and democratic rights ofthe
people.

The PTI leaders ex-
tended their sincere thanks
to lawyers’ associations,
trade unions, transport as-
sociations, and people from
all walks of life who sup-
ported the strike and con-
tributed to its success.
They emphasized that the
strike was not only about
political grievances but also
aimed at restoring peace and
ending terrorism in the
province.

They demanded the
immediate release of all in-
nocent political workers
arrested during the pro-
tests.

“We not only con-
demn the fascist actions of
the Form 47 government,
but also warn that if our
demands are not met, we
will not hesitate to exercise
our constitutional right to
protest at every possible
forum,” the leaders con-
cluded.

QUETTA (ANN): The
Quetta Electric Supply
Company (QESCO) has
announced scheduled
power outages in different
parts of the provincial capi-
tal on account of develop-
ment and maintenance work
on transmission lines and
grid stations.

According to a
QESCO statement,
on September 10 (Wednes-
day), supply from the
Quetta City Grid Station
will remain suspended
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. affecting the 11KV
Brewery Road, Jinnah
Town, Malik Plant, and
Shahbaz Town
feeders. Similarly, supply
from the Sheikh Manda
Grid Station will remain
suspended during the same
hours, affecting Airport
Road, Chashma, WASA,
and Umar feeders.

On the same day,
the Sariab Grid Station will
experience outages

Scheduled power outages
announced in Quetta due to
dev. and maintenance work

QESCO, NTDC inform consumers of temporary
suspensions from Sept 9—12; load management
planned to cover 220 MW shortfall

from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00
p-m., disrupting supply to
the Sariab-I, Sariab-II,
Samungli Express, Satellite
Town, Karani, Old and New
Jan Muhammad Road,
Khair Bakhsh Mari,
WASA, and Industrial feed-
ers.

Separately, due to re-
pair work on the 132KV
transmission line,
the Panjpai Grid
Station will face power sus-
pension on September 9,
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.-m.

Meanwhile, the Na-
tional Transmission and
Dispatch Company
(NTDC) announced that
from September 9 to 12,
routine work will be carried
out daily on 132KV trans-
mission lines between 7:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. This ac-
tivity is expected to cause
a power shortfall of around
220 megawatts, which will
be managed through load
management.

QUETTA (PR): A formal
inquiry has been initiated
under Section 21 of the
Mines Act (1923) regard-
ing the tragic coal mine ac-
cident that occurred on Au-
gust 25, 2025, at M/s
Magqgsood Coal Agency,
Degari, District Quetta,
which resulted in the death
of three miners.
According to official
sources, a meeting was
held on September 4, 2025,
under the chairmanship of
Amjad Hussain Shah,

Inquiry launched into deadly
Duki coal mine accident
that claimed three lives

where the Court of In-
quiry began its proceed-
ings.

The committee will
soon inspect the affected
mine site and collect all rel-
evant evidence related to
the incident.

In an effort to ensure
transparency and gather
complete information, the
committee has invited any
individuals with relevant
knowledge or testimony
regarding the accident to
come forward.

[ HUB: Balochistan National Pﬁrty-Meng:il Calls
Province-Wide Shutter-Down Strike in Hub Af-
ter Suicide Bombing Targets Public Meeting.
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Wheel-jam, shutter-down strike
paralyzes life across Balochistan

Police crackdown, firing and shelling; dozens of leaders and workers
arrested; National highways blocked; long queues of vehicles, thousands
of passengers stranded; Rickshaw driver’s protest: “I have nothing to do

with politics or strike, don’t take away my livelihood; Internet services

suddenly suspended across Balochistan

QUETTA (UNA) —
Balochistan witnessed a
complete shutter-down and
wheel-jam strike on Mon-
day  following  the
Shahewani Stadium tragedy
in Quetta, as protests called
by the All Parties Alliance
brought life across the prov-
ince to a standstill.

Commercial centers,
educational institutions,
and transport services re-
mained closed in all major
districts, including Quetta,
Khuzdar, Chagai, Washuk,
Awaran, Lasbela, Makran,
Barkhan, Loralai, Zhob,
Chaman, Mastung, Kalat,
Kharaan, Turbat, Gwadar,
Panjgur, Dera Bugti,
Naseerabad, Jaffarabad,
and others. National high-
ways were blocked at mul-
tiple points, leaving thou-
sands of passengers
stranded for hours in long
queues of vehicles. Internet
services were also sus-
pended across the province
without prior notice.

Tensions escalated in
Quetta when clashes broke
out during demonstrations.
Police used tear gas and
fired shots in the air to dis-
perse crowds, while pro-
testers responded with
stone-pelting. SHO Brew-
ery sustained a gunshot
wound in the leg and was
shifted to hospital for treat-
ment.

A heart-wrenching in-

cident also went viral on
social media, where a poor
rickshaw driver broke into
tears after his vehicle’s
windshield was smashed by
a protester on Jinnah Road.
“I have nothing to do with
politics or strikes. This rick-
shaw is my only livelihood.
Please don’t take away the
bread of the poor,” he cried.
Citizens and shopkeepers
condemned the act as hoo-
liganism, urging political
parties to ensure peaceful
protests without harming
the working class.

In several districts, in-
cluding Mastung, Kharaan,
Kalat, Kech, Zhob, Pishin,
and Ormara, markets re-
mained closed and high-
ways were blocked under
the supervision of opposi-
tion leaders. Prominent
leaders from Balochistan
National Party (BNP), Na-
tional Party, Pashtunkhwa
Milli Awami  Party
(PkMAP), Awami National
Party (ANP), Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), and
Majlis Wahdat-ul-
Muslimeen participated in
the protests.

Police launched crack-
downs in Mastung, Dera
Allah Yar, and other areas,
arresting senior leaders
such as BNP’s Lala Ghaffar
Mengal, former BSO chair-
man Jahangir Manzoor,
PTI’s Amanullah

Bangulzai, BNP’s Malik

)
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Abdul Rehman, and Na-
tional Party’s Abdul Rasool
Baloch. In Dera Allah Yar,
over two dozen leaders
were detained under MPO,
while police restored traf-
fic on the highways and re-
opened shuttered markets
after talks with traders.

In Kharaan, BNP lead-
ers led complete blockades
of routes connecting the
district to Karachi, Quetta,
and Taftan. Security forces
were deployed to prevent
escalation. In Kech and
Turbat, six-party alliances
enforced shutdowns, para-
lyzing daily life and leaving
thousands of travelers
stranded.

Amid the crackdown,
Balochistan Zamindar
Committee General Secre-
tary Ghulam Muhammad
Jamali and JUI leader Mir
Ghulam Rasool Lehri vol-
untarily presented them-
selves for arrest in solidar-
ity with detained political
leaders. Addressing the me-
dia, they said: “Peaceful
protest is a democratic right
that the state cannot deny.
The use of force to crush
this movement will have
serious consequences.”

The All Parties Alli-
ance reaffirmed that pro-
tests will continue until jus-
tice is served for the
Shahewani Stadium victims
and strict action is taken
against terrorist elements.

QUETTA: A view of closed shops during shutter down, wheel jam strike call
by All Political Parties against Shahwani stadium blast of BNP gathering.

Floods claim 910 lives, leave
trail of devastation: NDMA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Torrential rains and flash
floods have wreaked havoc
in many regions ofthe coun-
try, claiming 910 lives, in-
juring 1,044 people, de-
stroying 7,850 homes, and
killing 6,180 livestock since
June 26, according to the
latest figures released by
the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(NDMA).

At least 910 people,
including 241 children, 520
men, and 149 women, have
lost their lives in flood-hit
areas of the country in inci-
dents related to torrential
rains and flash flooding.

At least 234 people
have died in Punjab, includ-
ing 91 children, 104 men,
and 39 women. In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the death
toll has reached 504, with
90 children, 338 men, and
76 women among the vic-
tims. Sindh has reported 58
fatalities, comprising 24
children, 26 men, and 8
women.

Flash floods have

caused widespread devas-
tation in most areas of the
country, with Balochistan
reporting 26 fatalities—in-
cluding 16 children, 6 men,
and 4 women. In Gilgit-
Baltistan, 41 people lost
their lives, among them 6
children, 26 men, and 9
women. Azad Jammu &
Kashmir recorded 38
deaths due to the deluge,
comprising 9 children, 17
men, and 12 women. Mean-
while, in Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT), 9 indi-
viduals perished, including
5 children, 3 men, and 1
woman.

Flood-related inci-
dents have left 1,044 people
injured, including 315 chil-
dren, 444 men, and 285
women.

Punjab reported the
highest number of injuries
with 654 individuals af-
fected, including 199 chil-
dren, 253 men, and 202
women, highlighting the se-
vere impact on vulnerable
populations across the
province.

BAIKTER: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti offering Fateha on the grave of his
father late Mir Ghulam Qadir Bugti.

KSrelief delivers five aid
trucks for flood victims

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman
Humanitarian Aid and Re-
lief Center (KSrelief) has
delivered five trucks of hu-
manitarian assistance for
the victims of deadly floods
in Punjab.

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz met Saudi
Arabia’s Ambassador to
Pakistan Nawaf bin Said
Al-Malki on Monday, dur-
ing which the Saudi envoy
expressed condolences over
the loss of lives due to the
floods.

“Five trucks carrying
relief goods for flood vic-
tims in seven districts of
Punjab from the King
Salman Humanitarian Aid
and Relief Center have ar-

rived,” the PML-N said,
adding that Malki handed
over the trucks to the Pro-
vincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA)
Punjab.

The relief items in-
cluded 10,000 shelter kits
and 10,000 food packages.
It said the KSrelief shelter
kits contain tents, solar
panels, LED lights, thermal
blankets, plastic mats, du-
rable kitchen sets, water
coolers, and antibacterial
soaps.

Floods in Punjab, ex-
acerbated by heavy mon-
soon rains and excess wa-
ter released by Indian riv-
ers, have killed 60 and af-
fected over 4.1 million
people since late August.

Peace Conference:

Leaders unite
againstintolerance,
call for harmony

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Conference on Peace Build-
ing and Interfaith Harmony
in Islamabad on Monday
concluded with a joint
commitment by all partici-
pants to continue efforts for
peace, unity, and mutual
respect among religions.
The high-profile con-
ference, organized by the
Shahbaz Bhatti Founda-
tion, was attended by Fed-
eral Minister for Religious
Affairs Sardar Muhammad
Yousaf, Ambassador of
Vatican to Pakistan, Ambas-
sador of Italy, Badshahi
Mosque Imam Maulana
Syed Abdul Khabir Azad,
Punjab Minister for Mi-
norities Affairs Punjab
Ramesh Singh Arora and
various leaders of different
faiths. Federal Minister
Sardar Muhammad Yousaf,
in his address, said that the
Government of Pakistan
was fully committed to
promoting interfaith har-
mony in line with the teach-
ings of “our religion and the
vision of our forefathers”.
“Together, we can defeat
intolerance and extremism,”
he stressed. Provincial Min-
ister Arora reaffirmed the
vision of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah for
equal rights of all citizens.

PM appoints
Mansoor Qadir
as PCB election

commissioner

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifhas appointed former
bureaucrat Mansoor Qadir
as the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) election com-
missioner in his capacity as
patron of the board, says
in media reports. After as-
suming his responsibilities,
Mansoor Qadir met PCB
Chairman Syed Mohsin
Naqvi and informed him
about his role. Mohsin
Nagqvi expressed hope that
Qadir would carry out his
duties with diligence and
honesty. Separately, Paki-
stan T20I captain Salman
Ali Agha has commended
all-rounder Mohammad
Nawaz for his remarkable
performance that played a
key role in dismantling
Afghanistan’s batting line-
up during the final of the
tri-nation series at the
Sharjah Cricket Stadium on
Sunday.

.
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding
the situation of floods and the progress of relief and rescue operations.

Premier orders NDMA to intensify
relief efforts amid rising river levels

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday directed the
National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) to expedite ongoing relief op-
erations and ensure complete preparedness
for potential flood situations due to rising

water levels in the rivers.

The prime minister, chairing a meet-
ing to review ongoing rescue and relief op-
erations in flood-hit areas, instructed to
ensure early warnings and timely evacua-
tion measures for populations near rivers

and areas at risk.

The NDMA chairman briefed the
prime minister on the current situation of
flooding in rivers, the status of rising wa-
ter level in rivers, and the relief operations

for flood-affected people across the coun-
try. Prime Minister Shehbaz directed the
NDMA to maintain full coordination with
provincial governments and Provincial Di-
saster Management Authorities.

He also instructed to intensify the

search for missing persons in the flood-hit

arcas

The prime minister was also briefed
on the displacement of people due to
floods and the ongoing rescue operations.

The participants of the meeting were

apprised of the severe flooding conditions

in the Chenab, Ravi, and Sutlej rivers at
Trimmu Barrage, Panjnad Barrage, Head
Balloki, Head Sidhnai, Ganda Singh Wala,
Head Sulemanki, and Head Islam.

Balochistan CM inspects hospital,
launches major road project to
boost health and infrastructure

BAKKAR (APP): Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
visited the Mir Ghulam
Qadir Bugti Hospital in
Bakkar, inspecting wards,
departments, and the phar-
macy. The hospital admin-
istration briefed him on the
medical services provided
to patients.

CM Bugti empha-
sized the challenges of pro-
viding healthcare across
Balochistan, which covers
43% of Pakistan’s land, and
highlighted the
government’s commitment
to delivering quality health
services at the local level.
He noted that improving
basic health facilities will
ease pressure on tertiary
hospitals, reduce costs and
difficulties for patients
seeking treatment outside
the province, and enhance
overall public health. He
praised the public-private
partnership with Indus
Hospital, calling it a practi-
cal example of extending

healthcare to remote areas.

During the visit, he
inspected various hospital
departments, wards, and
the pharmacy, while the
hospital administration
briefed him on the
healthcare services pro-
vided to patients.

The Chief Minister
stated that Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest province,
and delivering Dbasic
healthcare services to its
widely scattered popula-
tion is a significant chal-
lenge. However, the provin-
cial government is commit-
ted to providing quality
healthcare at the local level.
He added that equipping
primary healthcare centers
with modern facilities would
not only serve a larger num-
ber of people but also re-
duce the burden on special-
ized hospitals, improving
the overall standard of treat-
ment and reducing the need
for patients to seek medical
care outside the province.

BA session discusses Gwadar
power crisis, passes key laws

QUETTA (ANN): The
Balochistan Assembly ses-
sion, chaired by Speaker
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai,
began 47 minutes late and
took up a range of issues
including the electricity cri-
sis in Gwadar, the passage
of important legislative
bills, and the tabling of au-
dit reports.

During the session,
MPA Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rehman Baloch drew the
House’s attention to the
severe electricity shortage
in Makran, particularly
Gwadar. He said that al-
though Gwadar is supplied
electricity from Iran under
a 100-megawatt agreement,
only 10 megawatts are cur-
rently being provided due
to interruptions in supply,
leaving residents in extreme
distress. He demanded that
the government explain the
reasons for the suspension
of supply from Iran. Fol-
lowing assurances from the

government, his attention
notice was disposed of.
The House also
passed the Balochistan
Land Revenue (Amend-
ment) Bill 2025 after its

presentation.
Additionally, Finance
Minister Mir Shoaib

Nosherwani tabled audit
reports from the Auditor
General of Pakistan under
Article 171 of the Consti-
tution. These included the
audit of the Gwadar-
Lasbela Livelihood Support
Project (FY 2012-13 to
audit year 2022-23) and
the Karachi Bus Terminal
project at Hazar Ganji,
Quetta (FY 2016-18 and
2019-20). Both were re-
ferred to the concerned
committees for examina-
tion. After completing its
agenda, the Assembly ad-
journed proceedings and
announced that the next sit-
ting would be held
on September 10 at 3 p.m.

Balochistan opposition
plans Sept 11 protests,
Sept 13 strategy meet

Opposition leaders demand immediate release
of arrested workers, condemn use of force
against peaceful protesters

QUETTA (ANN): Leaders
of Balochistan’s All Parties
Alliance have announced
fresh rounds of protests
across the province on Sep-
tember 11, followed by a
high-level meeting of senior
political leadership on Sep-
tember 13, to decide the
future course of action
against what they call on-
going state repression and
political victimization.

In a joint press con-
ference held at the Quetta
Press Club, representatives
of several opposition par-
ties including Lala Abdul
Rauf (Pashtunkhwa MAP),
Sajid Tareen Advocate
(BNP), Asghar Khan
Achakzai (ANP), Aslam
Baloch (National Party),
Zahid Akhtar (Jamaat-e-
Islami) and Dawood Shah
Achakzai (PTI), expressed
gratitude to the people of
Balochistan for their sup-
port in the successful
wheel-jam and shutter-
down strike held on Sep-
tember 8.

The leaders strongly

condemned what they de-
scribed as the violent sup-
pression of peaceful dem-
onstrations by the ‘“Form-
47 government.” They ac-
cused authorities of baton
charging, tear-gassing pro-
testors, and launching raids
on party offices, including
four rounds of tear gas at
the Pashtunkhwa MAP of-
fice.

They stated that de-
spite such provocations,
political workers remained
committed to peaceful re-
sistance and did not allow
the administration to sabo-
tage the strike. “Attempts
to force transporters and
traders to operate during the
strike failed miserably,”
they said.

The press conference
was attended by former
Governor Malik Abdul Wali
Kakar, Akhtar Hussain
Lango, Tikari Shafqat
Lango, Jameel Mashwani,
Abdul Hameed Mansoori,
Mir Ghulam Nabi Mari,
Kabir Afghan, and
Ismatullah, among others.

Kashmir, Palestine
conflicts threaten
global peace: Dar

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar has said conflicts
like Kashmir and Palestine
pose threat to peace.

Pakistan has always
urged on resolving the is-
sues in peaceful way. he
said this while addressing
the curtain raiser ceremony
for the upcoming Inter Par-
liamentary Speakers’ con-
ference in Islamabad on
Monday

He called for greater
negotiations and mediation
for peaceful settlement of
disputes.

He underlined peace,
stability and development
are deeply interlined to each
other. Parliamentary diplo-
macy can play key role in
talks.

The Deputy Prime
Minister emphasized the
need for strengthening
multilateralism and interna-
tional cooperation to deal
with the multifaceted chal-
lenges facing the world.

Ishaq Dar said Paki-
stan continues to urge the
need for addressing the vi-
cious cycle of poverty and
rising global inequality by
reforming the international
financial architecture.

He observed Pakistan
is facing grave challenges
like climate change . World
is facing instability, crisis
and wars.

He said we must ad-
dress the threat to millions
across the world as a result
of climate change. He men-
tioned that Pakistan is once
again facing devastating
floods, which have dis-
placed millions of people,
caused colossal human and
economic losses and posed
a serious challenge to our
recent gains in sustainable
development.

President meets
Chief of the
Naval Staff

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday met Chief of
the Naval Staff, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf here at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

During the meeting,
the professional matters
pertaining to the Pakistan
Navy and the defence of
Pakistan came under dis-
cussion, a Presidency’s
news release said.

The president on this
occasion also appreciated
the role of the Pakistan
Navy in safeguarding the
country’s maritime fron-
tiers.

Cop shot dead
Near Talarzai
bridge
PESHAWAR (APP): A po-
lice personnel was shot
dead near Talarzai Bridge
within the jurisdiction of
Machni Gate Police Station

on Monday.

The deceased has
been identified as Safdar
Khan, son of Akbar Khan,
a resident of Ternab,
Charsadda.

He was serving as PA/
SI in the investigation wing
of Pahari Pura Police Sta-
tion. According to police,
the body was found a short
distance away from his car
following the firing inci-
dent.

Upon receiving the re-
port, CCPO Dr. Mian Saced
Ahmad and SSP Opera-
tions rushed to the scene,
where evidence was col-
lected and an investigation
was launched from multiple
angles.

CM Sarfraz Bugti says:

Roads are lifelines for
Balochistan’s progress

Link Road from Tangwani to Phulawag via Konal
Dam to Improve Transport, Trade, Livelihoods

BAKKAR (6 AM Report):
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, has said
that the true development
of Balochistan lies in the
improvement of its basic in-
frastructure. He made these
remarks while inaugurating
a major road construction
project from Tangwani to
Shamul via Konal Dam to
Phulawag — a step aimed
at enhancing connectivity in
one of the province’s most
remote regions.

The road project,
which carries an estimated
cost of Rs. 150 million, is
expected to significantly
benefit the local population
by providing better trans-
port facilities, promoting
economic activity, and cre-
ating employment oppor-
tunities.

During the inaugura-
tion ceremony, technical
teams and relevant officials
gave CM Bugti a detailed
briefing on the project’s
scope and implementation
plan. Highlighting the im-
portance of infrastructure
development, the Chief

Minister said, “The con-
struction and rehabilitation
oflink roads in underdevel-
oped and remote areas is one
of the top priorities of the
provincial government.” He
added that improved roads
will facilitate timely trans-
portation of agricultural
produce, encourage local
trade, and open doors to job
creation.

Reiterating his
administration’s commit-
ment to transparency and
good governance, CM Bugti
assured that public funds
would be used judiciously,
and no compromise would
be made on the quality and
timely completion of devel-
opment projects.

He further stated,
“Providing basic facilities
and improving the quality
of life for the people of
Balochistan is our foremost
responsibility. Roads like
these will not only bring
relief to local communities
but will also help integrate
remote regions into the na-
tional development main-
stream.”

BAIKTER: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti offering Dua after inaugurating
construction of road from Tangwani to Shamol.
Provincial Minister Sardar Kohiyar Khan Domki,
MPA Zarak Khan Mandokhel and tribal elites are
also present.
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SC rule changes spark internal
rift, four judges write to CJP

ISLAMABAD (Online): 4
judges of Supreme Court
(SC) has written a letter to
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Yahya Afridi ex-
pressing reservations on
approval of SC rules
through circulation.

The judges are Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice
Muneeb Akhtar, Justice
Athar Minallah and justice
Ayesha Malik.

All the four judges
through this letter have de-
manded to make this letter
part of minutes of full court
meeting besides making
public minutes of full court
meeting. Through the let-
ter reservations have been
expressed over approval of
the rules of SC through cir-
culation. Objection has
been raised over procedure
on approval of rules saying

full court meeting letter was
received by them. Rules
have never been placed be-
fore full court for approval.
One point agenda was
placed for full court..

There is no use of at-
tending this meeting till the
removal of basic objection.

Mention has been
made about the committee
constituted by CJP in the
letter. Rules are not general
routine matter that they be
approved through circula-
tion. SC rules are framed
under constitution. The
steps taken under constitu-
tion cannot be approved
through circulation.

If convening full court
session for approval of
rules was so much unnec-
essary then as to why meet-
ing was convened for
amendment.

QUETTA: Provincial Health Minister Bakht

Muhammad Kakar presenting resolution regard-
ing Standing Committee for Health during

Balochistan Assembly session.

BA passes key health
laws to boost cardiac
and Kidney care

Approval of Institutes for Cardiovascular
Disease and Nephro-Urology hailed as
major step in provincial healthcare reforms

QUETTA (ANN): The
Balochistan Assembly has
passed two significant
health-related laws aimed at
transforming medical facili-
ties in the province, with a
focus on advanced treat-
ment for heart and kidney
diseases.

Provincial Health
Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar pre-
sented the Balochistan In-
stitute of Cardiovascular
Disease Bill 2025 and
the Balochistan Institute of
Nephro-Urology (Amend-
ment) Bill 2025, both of
which were approved by
the House with a clear ma-
jority.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Kakar said
that at the time of forming
the coalition government,
Pakistan People’s Party
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari had stressed the ur-
gent need for fundamental
and revolutionary reforms
in the health sector. “These
laws mark an important
milestone in fulfilling that
commitment. By the grace
of Allah, the people of
Balochistan will now have
access  to modern

healthcare facilities within
their own province, rather
than having to travel to other
parts of the country,” he
said.

The minister added
that the government was in-
troducing modern technol-
ogy and state-of-the-art
medical equipment, which
would significantly im-
prove the treatment of car-
diovascular and renal dis-
eases.

Following the
Assembly’s approval,
health experts welcomed
the move, expressing hope
that these institutes would
bring Balochistan’s
healthcare sector in line with
modern standards. They
noted that the new laws
would not only enhance
specialized medical services
but also provide better
healthcare opportunities for
the general public.

The passage of the
legislation reflects the
government’s stated com-
mitment to strengthening
healthcare infrastructure
and reducing the burden on
patients forced to seek
treatment outside the prov-
ince.
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