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Major among 4 army soldiers martyred, 24
terrorists killed in Balochistan, KP IBOs

NORTH DERA BUGTI: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
offering Fateha on the sad demise of his aunt and mother of Mir Tariq
Hussain Bugti.

LAHORE: President Asif Ali Zardari in a meeting with Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif at his Model Town residence.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar chairing an inter-ministerial meeting to review prepa-
rations for the upcoming Pakistan-Turkmenistan Joint Intergovernmen-
tal Commission (JIC) session, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

President, PM reaffirm commitment
to economic stability and development

LAHORE (PPI): Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari on
Saturday visited the resi-
dence of Prime Minister
(PM)  Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif in Model
Town, where the prime
minister warmly received
him.

Dur ing the
meeting,the two leaders
held detailed discussions
on the overall political,
economic and security
situation in the country.
The  PM brie fed the
president on his recent
visit to Türkiye and par-
ticipation in the 31st Con-
ference of  the Part ies
(COP31). The meeting
also discussed coopera-
tion between coalit ion
partners,continuation of
the consultation process
and progress on public

welfare initiatives.
Both leaders reaf-

firmed their commitment
to working together for
economic stability and
accelerating the pace of
development in the coun-
try.

National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq,former prime min-
ist er  Raja Pervez
Ashraf,Senator Saleem
M a n d viwa lla , Fe d e r a l
Minister for Law Azam
Nazeer Tarar,Adviser to
the Prime Minister Rana
Sanaullah and Member of
the National Assembly
Mian Hamza Shehbaz
Sharif were also present
at the meeting. The prime
minister also briefed the
president on his recent
visit to Turkiye and his
participation in the 31st

Conference of the Parties.
The two leaders dis-

cussed cooperation be-
tween coalition partners,
continuity of consulta-
t ions and progress on
public welfare initiatives.
They reaff irmed their
commitment to working
together  to strengthen
economic stability and
accelerate the country’s
development process.
Nat ional Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq, former prime min-
ister Raja Pervaiz Ashraf,
Senator  Saleem
Mandviwalla, Law Min-
ister Azam Nazeer Tarar,
Prime Minister’s Adviser
Rana Sanaullah and MNA
Hamza Shehbaz were also
present at the meeting.
The proposal for a refer-
endum has found support

within sect ions of the
PML-N, with Punjab As-
sembly Speaker Malik
Muhammad Ahmad Khan
recently raising the con-
st itutional question of
whether elected represen-
tatives could override the
people’s verdict in a ref-
erendum.

The debate has also
drawn attention to the
PPP’s position, particu-
larly its opposit ion to
any move to divide Sindh.

Zardari’s  recent
meeting with Naqvi in
Nawabshah had also at-
tracted attention in the
context of the discussion
on new provinces,  al-
though the President’s
House said the meeting
had focused on national
security and the regional
situation.

(From left to right) Pakistan Army’s Major Omer
Minhas Nasir, Havildar Muhammad Adnan Khan,
Naik Aftab Ali and Havildar Asmat Ali.

RAWALPINDI: A Pakistan
Army major among four
personnel were martyred
and 24 terrorists belonging
to “Fitna al-Hindustan”
and “Fitna al-Khawarij”
(FAH) were killed in sepa-
rate intelligence-based op-
erations (IBOs) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and
Balochistan, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR) said on Saturday.

In Balochistan, the
armed forces, since Novem-
ber 13, have been conduct-
ing multiple IBOs around
Kolpur, Kardagap and
Nushki, including area
domination and patrolling
of the Quetta-Taftan Na-
tional Highway (N-40) to
keep it secure for local traf-
fic and sustain operations.

According to the
military’s media wing, “On
night 13/14 November, in
the area of Kolpur, the se-

curity forces successfully
neutralised eight Indian-

sponsored terrorists, in-
cluding a suicide bomber
and recovered a large cache
of weapons and ammuni-

tion.”
The India-backed ter-

rorists targeted military ve-
hicles on patrol using
armed quadcopters on No-
vember 14, resulting in the
martyrdom of Major Omer
Minhas Nasir, a resident of
Chakwal District, and
Havildar Muhammad
Adnan Khan, a resident of
Kotli Sattian.

“This cowardly act
has not shaken the resolve
of the security forces. The
tempo of operations will be
maintained and IBOs will
continue with the same
vigour to secure the local
population and eliminate
the menace of terrorism.
Clearance operations in
these areas will continue
until the threat is com-
pletely neutralised,” said
the ISPR.

No safe haven for terrorists
in Balochistan: CM Bugti

Eight suspected militants killed in Kolpur operation; chief minis-
ter and advisers pay tribute to martyred soldiers, vow continued

counterterrorism operations and stronger highway security

QUETTA (6 AM Report):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
vowed that no safe haven
will be allowed for terror-
ists and their facilitators in
the province, reaffirming
that security operations will
continue until terrorism is
eliminated and the safety of
citizens is ensured.

The chief minister
praised intelligence-based
operations in Kolpur,
Kurdgap and Nushki, de-
scribing the reported killing
of eight suspected militants,
including a suicide bomber,
in Kolpur as a significant
achievement by security
forces.

Bugti said attempts to
disrupt peace, spread fear
and make national high-
ways unsafe would not be
tolerated. He emphasized
that protecting citizens and
maintaining law and order
remained the provincial

government’s foremost re-
sponsibilities.

Expressing deep sor-
row over the martyrdom of
Major Umar Nasir Minhas
and Havildar Muhammad
Adnan Khan in a militant
attack, the chief minister
paid tribute to their sacri-
fices and extended condo-
lences to their families.

He said the provincial
government would continue
extending full cooperation
to security forces and law
enforcement agencies in
their efforts to eliminate
terrorism.

Meanwhile, Chief
Minister’s Adviser on In-
formation and Political Af-
fairs Shahid Rind com-
mended security operations
in Kolpur, Kurdgap and
Nushki, saying the reported
recovery of substantial
quantities of arms and am-
munition demonstrated the
professionalism and opera-

tional effectiveness of se-
curity forces. Rind alleged
that Indian-backed militant
elements were using ad-
vanced drone technology,
explosives and other meth-
ods to target security per-
sonnel and civilians.

He expressed grief
over the deaths of the two
soldiers in an attack involv-
ing armed quadcopters and
stressed the need for con-
tinued patrols, clearance
operations and enhanced
security arrangements along
the Quetta-Taftan Highway
and other sensitive routes.

Chief Minister’s Ad-
viser on Home Affairs
Babar Yousafzai also
praised security forces for
the Kolpur operation, de-
scribing the reported killing
of eight militants allegedly
linked to the group referred
to by officials as Fitna al-
Hindustan as an important
counterterrorism success.

Pakistan, Uzbekistan reaffirm
commitment to expanding

defence cooperation
Lt General Bahromovich lauds pro-
fessionalism, operational prowess,

combat capabilities of Pak Air Force

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chief  of  the Air  Staff
(CAS) Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmed Baber

Sidhu, NI (M), HJ, during
his official visit to the Re-
public of Uzbekistan, held
high-level meetings with Lieu-
tenant General Botir
Q u d r a t h o d j a y e v
Bahromovich, Defence Min-
ister, and Major General
Burkhanov Akhmad
Jamolovich, Deputy De-
fence Minister and Com-
mander of Air Defence and
Air Force of Uzbekistan.

During the meeting
with the Defence Minister
of Uzbekistan, the discus-
sions focused on regional
security, existing defence
ties and prospects for in-
stitutional collaboration,
said a news release issued
by Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR). The

Uzbek Defence Minister
lauded the professionalism,
operational prowess and
combat capabilities of the

Pakistan Air Force. In the
subsequent meeting with
Deputy Defence Minister
and Commander of Air
Defence & Air Force of
Uzbekistan, the discussion
focused on enhancing bilat-
eral defence cooperation
through joint military ex-
ercises, structured profes-
sional exchanges and ca-
pacity building. The Air
Chief highlighted the deep-
rooted brotherly ties be-
tween Pakistan and
Uzbekistan. Both sides re-
affirmed their commitment
to enhancing operational
readiness and collabora-
tion in emerging technolo-
gies by leveraging their re-
spective expertise and ca-
pabilities.

Governor Mandokhail

Joint efforts essential
to eliminate terrorism

Pakistan, 16 other countries slam
Israeli airstrike on Gaza hospital,
warn against undermining ceasefire

QUETTA (6 AM Report):
Balochistan Governor
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail
has said that eliminating
terrorism requires joint ef-
forts by the government,
law enforcement agencies
and citizens, stressing that
terrorism is not merely an
act of violence but an ideol-
ogy rooted in fear and in-
timidation.

In a statement con-
demning militant attacks
near Kurdgap and Kolpur,
the governor expressed
deep sorrow over the mar-
tyrdom of Major Umar
Nasir Minhas and Havildar
Muhammad Adnan Khan,

paying tribute to their sac-
rifices in defending the
country and protecting citi-
zens.

Mandokhail urged law
enforcement agencies to
adopt concrete and effec-
tive measures against terror-
ism and subversive activi-
ties, emphasizing that se-
curity operations must be
supported by active public
cooperation to achieve last-
ing peace.

He said the sacrifices
of security personnel
would not go in vain and
called for collective respon-
sibility in countering ex-
tremist violence.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Foreign Ministers of
Pakistan, Egypt, Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, Türkiye,
Jordan, Qatar, United Arab
Emirates, Indonesia, Pales-
tine, Algeria, Mauritania,
Sudan, Libya, Djibouti, So-
malia, Lebanon and Oman
condemned in the strongest
terms the Israeli airstrike on
the Nasser Medical Com-
plex in Khan Younis, which
caused casualties among
patients and medical per-
sonnel, in violation of in-
ternational humanitarian
law, which affords special
protection to medical facili-
ties and healthcare workers.

In a statement, they
also condemned continued
Israeli attacks on Palestin-
ian civilians, including
strikes on tents and other
sites sheltering displaced
persons. These attacks un-
dermine the ceasefire and
efforts to restore security
and stability in Gaza and
are inconsistent with Presi-
dent Trump’s Comprehen-
sive Plan.

The ministers ex-
pressed grave concern that
continued Israeli restric-
tions on humanitarian aid,
shelter materials including
tents, caravans and mobile
homes.

Pakistan,
Kuwait agree

to expand
economic

cooperation
ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pa-
kistan and Kuwait have
agreed to further expand
economic cooperation and
strengthen bilateral partner-
ship.

The understanding
was reached during a meet-
ing between Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif and his
Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh
Ahmed Abdullah Al-
Ahmed Al-Sabah.

The two leaders reaf-
firmed their commitment to
strengthening bilateral rela-
tions and discussed matters
of mutual interest, includ-
ing trade, investment, en-
ergy projects and people-
to-people contacts.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
State Oil and Kuwait Pe-
troleum Corporation agreed
to further expand their five-
decade-long partnership in
the energy sector.

Under the agreement,
the two sides will explore
new opportunities for fuel
supplies, refining and in-
vestment to support the
development of Pakistan’s
energy sector.

President
firmly supports

Palestinian
statehood

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has extended warm felicita-
tions to President of the
State of Palestine
Mahmoud Abbas and the
people of Palestine on the
occasion of the 38th anni-
versary of the Declaration
of Independence of the
State of Palestine, reaffirm-
ing Pakistan’s unwavering
support for the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian
people, particularly their
right to self-determination.

In a letter addressed to
President Mahmoud
Abbas, the President said
Pakistan and Palestine en-
joy close fraternal relations
rooted in shared history.

, mutual trust, solidar-
ity and common aspira-
tions. He said the people
of Pakistan hold the Pales-
tinian people in the highest
esteem and remain deeply
committed to further
strengthening the bonds of
friendship and brotherhood
between the two countries.

President Zardari reit-
erated Pakistan’s firm and
principled support for the
establishment of an inde-
pendent, sovereign, viable
and contiguous State of
Palestine, based on the pre-
1967 borders, with Al-Quds
Al-Sharif as its capital, in
accordance with relevant
United Nations resolutions.

He also reaffirmed
Pakistan’s solidarity with
the Palestinian people in
the face of their continued
suffering and expressed
support for their aspira-
tions for lasting peace, free-
dom and dignity.

Police foil terrorist
attack on Bannu
checkpoint, kill
four militants

PESHAWAR (APP): Po-
lice foiled a terrorist attack
on Kanger Bridge check-
point in Bannu during the
night, killing four militants
in an effective retaliatory
action. According to the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Po-
lice Director of Public Re-
lations, terrorists launched
the attack at the checkpoint
at night, but police person-
nel responded promptly
and repulsed the assault.

Police recovered four
Kalashnikovs, hand gre-
nades and a large quantity
of ammunition from the
possession of the slain mili-
tants. Following reports of
the attack, Quick Response
Force, Rapid Response
Force and additional police
personnel rushed to the site.

from Bannu Police
Lines. They cordoned off
the area and launched a
search operation. A clear-
ance and search operation
was subsequently con-
ducted, during which the
bodies of four terrorists
were recovered, along with
four Kalashnikov rifles.

28th constitutional
amendment draft
yet to reach my

office: Ayaz
LAHORE (INP):  National
Assembly Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq said the draft
of the 28th Constitutional
Amendment had not yet
reached his office, and
that his  constitut ional
role would begin only af-
ter the Ministry of Par-
liamentary Affairs sent
him the draft.

Speaking in detail to
the media in Lahore, he
discussed various political
matters, the constitutional
amendment and the
government’s perfor-
mance. In response to a
question about the draft,
Sadiq said he would not
form a prior opinion on
whether the amendment
was good or bad until its
draft was formally pre-
sented and he knew its con-
tents.

Speaking about the re-
sponsibilities of govern-
ment figures and ministers,
the National Assembly
speaker said everyone in
the government was fulfill-
ing their respective consti-
tutional and administrative
responsibilities. Each min-
ister was running their
ministry and had a role of
their own, he said. His role
in the process was of a
specific nature, and he
would perform his duties
in accordance with the
rules and procedures only
after receiving the draft
from the Ministry of Par-
liamentary Affairs.

Asked about Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi,
Sadiq said Naqvi worked
hard and actively on any
government assignment
given to him. “I don’t ask
whether an amendment is
coming or not; we will
know when it comes. I will
not call the amendment
good or bad. My job is to
facilitate, and my work
will begin when the gov-
ernment says the 28th
Amendment is coming,” he
said.

On Federal Minister
Chaudhry Salik Hussain’s
remarks and political al-
legations, Sadiq said such
accusat ions were rou-
tinely made in politics.
Continuing his point, he
said no one objected if a
doctor ’s son became a
doctor , yet polit icians
were always taunted over
dynastic politics.

Detention of
dysfunctional

KP CM Afridi,
other MPs

challenged in
FCC

ISLAMABAD (INP): Na-
tional Assembly Opposi-
tion Leader Mehmood Khan
Achakzai and Senate Oppo-
sition Leader Raja Nasir
Abbas on Saturday jointly
filed a petition before the
Federal Constitutional
Court (FCC), seeking the
immediate release of the
dysfunctional Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chief minister
Sohail Afridi and eight other
parliamentarians.    The PTI-
backed chief minister and
other lawmakers had been
taken into preventive cus-
tody hours before the fed-
eral government imposed
governor’s rule and emer-
gency in KP on October 11.

In their petition, the
opposition leaders argued
that keeping elected repre-
sentatives in custody
amounts to rendering the
public mandate ineffective.
“Targeting them on the basis
of political affiliation violates
Articles 4, 14, 17 and 25 of
the Constitution,” read the
petition.  The plea also de-
mands that the government
disclose their “legal status
and place of detention”.

It argues that extraor-
dinary powers under Ar-
ticles 232, 234 and 245 do
not override fundamental
rights. The imposition of
governor’s rule, it says,
does not end fundamental
rights, and government ac-
tions remain subject to ju-
dicial review by the FCC.

Thousands
attend funeral
of CM Bugti’s
aunt in Dera

Bugti
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, tribal
elders, government

officials and citizens
offer funeral prayers

and express condolences
to bereaved family

DERA BUGTI (6 AM Re-
port): The funeral prayers
of Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti’s
aunt, mother of former pro-
vincial assembly member
Mir Tariq Bugti, were of-
fered in North Dera Bugti
on Saturday, with thou-
sands of people in atten-
dance.

Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti joined tribal
elders, government officials,
political and social figures,
and citizens from various
walks of life in the funeral
prayers.

Participants offered
Fateha for the departed soul
and expressed their heart-
felt sympathies with the
bereaved family.

Following the funeral,
tribal elders and local resi-
dents met Chief Minister
Bugti to convey their con-
dolences over his aunt’s
death. They prayed for the
departed soul’s eternal
peace and a high place in
Paradise, and for strength
and patience for the griev-
ing family. Tribal elders,
citizens and representatives
of different communities
continued visiting the be-
reaved family to offer con-
dolences.
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KARACHI: Governor of Sindh Syed Muhammad
Nehal Hashmi administering the oath of office to Jus-
tice Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro as Acting Chief Jus-
tice of Sindh High Court (SHC) at Governor House.

Mayor Karachi, Barrister Murtaza Wahab attends
advertising exhibition by All Pakistan Newspapers
Society at Frere Hall.

PESHAWAR: Doctors and paramedical staff par-
ticipate in an awareness walk organized in con-
nection with World Diabetes Day at Lady Reading
Hospital (LRH).

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Health and Emergency Services Khawaja
Salman Rafique addressing the passing out parade at Rescue Headquarters.
Advisor to CM Punjab Ali Mustafa Dar, Parliamentary Secretaries Ziaullah
Shah and Secretary Emergency Services Dr. Rizwan Naseer are also present.

PESHAWAR:  Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi address-
ing a Press Conference on Kohat incident.

LAHORE: Governor of Punjab, Sardar Saleem Haider Khan in a group photo with Faryal Talpur Presi-
dent PPP Women Wing, Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, Nayyar Bukhari, and Hassan Murtaza during visit to the
PPP Central Punjab Secretariat.

Adviser urges youth
to promote positive

image of KP

CM approves Rs.23.85b
‘Khushhal Dehat Program’
for development of villages

Governor announces suspension of gold mining
activities across KP after Kohat incident

Punjab Governor says:

Public trust is essential for
the creation of new provinces

Central Muslim
League sends legal

notice to Punjab CM

Bangladeshi delegation
laud Punjab’s heritage

preservation efforts

Minister Rana Iqbal says:

Punjab govt committed to
making province hub of modern
technology, digital governance

Zeeshan Malik reviews
restoration, beautification
plan for Lakshmi Chowk

Chinese delegation
visits HSA to explore
research collaboration

Sindh Governor
administers oath
to Justice Iqbal as
Acting SHC CJ

KARACHI (APP): Gover-
nor of Sindh Syed
Muhammad Nehal Hashmi
on Saturday administered
the oath of office to Justice
Muhammad Iqbal Kalhoro
as Acting Chief Justice of
the Sindh High Court
(SHC).

The oath was admin-
istered in a simple yet dig-
nified ceremony at the
Governor House.

A large number of
judges and members of the
legal fraternity attended the
ceremony.

Nine suspects
arrested in
D.I. Khan

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(INP): Cantt Police arrested
nine suspects during a
crackdown against illegal
arms possession, aerial fir-
ing, drug trafficking and il-
legal residence, recovering
five pistols, 27 rounds of
ammunition and 155 grams
of ice (crystal methamphet-
amine).

According to a po-
lice spokesman, the op-
eration was conducted on
the directives of District
Police Officer Ziauddin
Ahmad, under the super-
vision of SP City Divi-
sion Muhammad Noman
and the  leadership of
DSP  City Muhammad
Adnan, with SHO Cantt
Cadet Zafar Abbas head-
ing the police team.

Petition seeks
hospital transfer
for Dr Yasmin

LAHORE (INP): A peti-
tion has been filed in the
special anti-terrorism court
seeking the transfer of Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Dr Yasmin
Rashid from Kot Lakhpat
Jail to a hospital. Her law-
yer, Rana Mudasir, submit-
ted the petition.

The petition states
that Dr Yasmin Rashid has
been in custody in various
cases since May 10, 2023,
and suffers from cancer and
asthma. It says her health
has deteriorated severely
because of smog and alleges
that her basic rights are be-
ing denied in jail.

According to the peti-
tion, doctors have recom-
mended hydrotherapy and
physiotherapy, but she has
been unable to receive
proper treatment in jail.
Her latest MRI report re-
portedly showed serious
problems with her spine,
and doctors have also ad-
vised surgery.

The petition says her
surgery cannot be carried
out while she remains in jail
and that prison authorities
have not transferred her to
a hospital despite a court
order. The petitioner has
asked for her immediate
transfer from Kot Lakhpat
Jail to a hospital and access
to appropriate medical fa-
cilities.

Three assistant
commissioners
transferred in
Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDI (INP): An-
nouncing important admin-
istrative changes in district
administration Rawalpindi,
three assistant commission-
ers (ACs) have been trans-
ferred.

In this connection, the
government of Punjab is-
sued a notification on Sat-
urday.

Assistant commis-
sioner Rawalpindi city, as-
sistant commissioner
Rawalpindi Sadar and as-
sistant commissioner
Kahuta have been
changed, and new officers
have been appointed in
their place instead whose
names have not been dis-
closed as yet.

LAHORE (INP):  Pakistan
Markazi Muslim League
has sent a legal notice to
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz over what
it describes as allegedly
baseless, fabricated and
defamatory accusations
against the party. The no-
tice was issued on the in-
structions of party presi-
dent Khalid Masood
Sandhu by lawyers
Muhammad Amir Habib,
Rana Muhammad Abdul
Hafeez and Sheikh
Muhammad Naeem
Mazhar, Advocate High
Court, of Pak Law Firm.

It demands an uncon-
ditional apology and dele-
tion of social media posts
within seven days.

The notice states that
Maryam Safdar, resident of
Jati Umra, Raiwind Road,
and currently residing at 7
Club, Shahrah-e-Quaid-e-
Azam, Lahore, called Paki-
stan Markazi Muslim
League a terrorist, illegal and
banned organization on her
personal Twitter (X) ac-
count and during public ad-
dresses carried by electronic
media.

It says the remarks
were repeatedly broadcast
on television channels and
published in print media,
and describes them as base-
less and false attempts to
damage the reputation of a
legally registered political
party.

The notice says Paki-
stan Markazi Muslim
League is registered with
the Election Commission
and has participated in the
democratic process under
the country’s Constitution
and laws since 2022. It
says the party established
welfare camps for poor
people, widows and others
in need during floods and
other natural disasters, and
runs several projects in edu-
cation, health and the pro-
vision of clean drinking
water.

The party contested
the 2024 general election
with the chair as its elec-
toral symbol and, the no-
tice says, recently emerged
as the second-largest politi-
cal party in the November
8, 2026 by-election in NA-
77 Gujranwala.

The notice states that
every citizen has the right
to freedom of expression
under the Constitution, but
that this right is subject to
limits set by law and does
not permit anyone to accuse
a recognized political party
of serious offences such as
terrorism without legal evi-
dence. It says such irre-
sponsible statements are
creating public misunder-
standings, violating party
workers’ democratic rights
and damaging the
leadership’s reputation, and
may constitute actionable
defamation.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi announced the sus-
pension of all gold mining
activities and related leases
across the province follow-
ing a deadly security inci-
dent in Kohat, while order-
ing a comprehensive inves-
tigation into alleged illegal
mining and its links with
terrorism.

Addressing a press
conference here alongside
Adviser to the Governor on
Minerals Dr Sarfaraz Ali,
Chief Secretary Dr
Muhammad Fakhre Alam
Irfan and Inspector General
of Police Zulfiqar Hamid,

the Governor said that all
gold mining activities in the
province would remain sus-
pended with immediate ef-
fect.

He warned that no in-
dividual or company would
be allowed to continue gold
mining after the announce-
ment and that machinery of
those violating the ban
would be confiscated.

Faisal Karim Kundi
said a special task force,
being established in the
name of martyred DSP
Haider Zaman, would com-
prise personnel from vari-
ous relevant departments
and institutions. The force
would formulate a perma-

nent regulatory mechanism
for mining activities within
three weeks.

He also announced the
formation of a judicial com-
mission, headed by a retired
former judge of the
Peshawar High Court, to
investigate illegal mining
and identify those provid-
ing patronage to the unlaw-
ful activity.

The Governor said the
commission would examine
all aspects of illegal mining,
adding that no one would
be subjected to political
victimisation, but anyone
found involved in illegal ac-
tivities would face account-
ability without discrimina-

tion.
Referring to the tragic

Kohat incident, Kundi said
10 security personnel had
embraced martyrdom fol-
lowing an attack by Fitna
al-Khawarij after an opera-
tion against illegal gold min-
ing.

He paid tribute to the
security personnel who
sacrificed their lives in de-
fence of the country and
said that 18 terrorists be-
longing to Fitna al-Khawarij
were also killed during the
operation.

“The series of sacri-
fices must come to an end
now, and this situation will
no longer be tolerated.”

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister(CM)
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has
approved the allocation of
Rs.23.85 billion for the first
phase of the ‘Khushhal
Dehat Program’, under
which 475 villages across
the province will be devel-
oped, with each village re-
ceiving Rs.50 million for
development projects.

The program envis-
ages paved streets and a
proper sewerage system in
every village to improve
rural infrastructure and liv-
ing conditions.

A Khushhal Dehat

Committee will oversee the
completion of development
projects in each village.

The committee will be
headed by the respective
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) (Social
Services) and comprise five
government and four pri-
vate members.

The Chairman of the
Union Council and the rel-
evant Sub-Engineer will
also be included in the com-
mittee.

The CM directed the
authorities concerned to re-
lease the first installment of
the grant to the Khushhal
Dehat Committees by No-
vember to ensure timely

commencement of develop-
ment work.

She also sought a de-
velopment plan for another
2,000 villages under the sec-
ond phase of the program.

CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif said providing paved
streets and an organized
sewerage system in every
village of Punjab was her
commitment.

“Whether urban or ru-
ral, development will now
be ensured across every
part of Punjab. Everyone
will be included in the jour-
ney of development and
political affiliations will not
be allowed to become a
hurdle,” she said.

LAHORE (Handout) :
Governor of Punjab, Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan, stated
that public trust is essen-
tial for the creation of new
provinces. The Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) is
fully prepared for the local
government elections.

The devolution of
power to the grassroots
level will ensure that the
public’s issues are resolved
locally. PPP workers are our
true asset.

He expressed these
views during meeting with
senior party
leaders.including Faryal
Talpur President PPP
Women Wing, Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf, Nayyar Bukhari,
and Hassan Murtaza as
well as other office-bearers
and party workers  during
his visit to the PPP Central
Punjab Secretariat.

Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
remarked that PPP Women
Wing Faryal Talpur’s visit
to Lahore will inspire party
workers to carry the
party’s message to every
street and neighborhood
with renewed zeal and en-
thusiasm. He noted that the
visit of the party leadership
to Lahore serves to breathe
new life into the workers.
The Governor added that
the PPP is becoming popu-
lar and stronger among the
public in Lahore.

He affirmed that the
party’s workers and office-
bearers are thoroughly pre-
pared for the local govern-
ment elections.

Furthermore, the
Governor emphasized that
holding local government
elections is crucial for for
resolving their problems at

their door steps.
Speaking to the media

on this occasion, Punjab
Governor Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan stated that
new provinces can only be
created when the local resi-
dents themselves desire
their formation.

He noted that a reso-
lution for the creation of a
province has already been
passed twice by the
Punjab Assembly; he sug-
gested that this should be
tes ted by proceeding
with the creation of such
a province. The Governor
emphasized that once a
province is established, it
cannot subsequently be
abolished. He further re-
marked that the creation
of new provinces requires
both mutual consultation
and the consent of the
public. PESHAWAR (APP): Ad-

viser to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government
on Auqaf, Religious and
Minority Affairs, Maulana
Tayyab Qureshi has said
that the youth of the prov-
ince possess immense tal-
ent and potential which
must be utilized effectively
for development of prov-
ince and promotion of its
positive image.

He was addressing a
ceremony of Pakhtunkhwa
Youth Assembly as chief
guest here on Saturday. He
also administered oath
newly elected members and
congratulated them.

He emphasized that
adopting modern technol-
ogy was essential for
progress urging young
people to play an active role
in promoting peace, toler-
ance, brotherhood and na-
tional unity.

Maulana Tayyab

Qureshi said the provincial
government was taking vari-
ous initiatives to enhance
the educational and techni-
cal skills of students be-
longing to religious seminar-
ies and minority communi-
ties. These initiatives in-
clude educational scholar-
ships, laptop schemes, digi-
tal skills development pro-
grams and other capacity-
building measures to ensure
equal opportunities and
equip students with mod-
ern-day skills.

He appreciated the ef-
forts of KP Youth Assem-
bly saying it provided an
effective platform for
young people to demon-
strate their abilities and par-
ticipate in constructive ac-
tivities. He assured the as-
sembly of his full coopera-
tion and pledged to help
convey the voices and con-
cerns of young people to
the relevant forums.

LAHORE (APP): Provin-
cial Minister for Law Rana
Muhammad Iqbal Khan on
Saturday said the Punjab
government was committed
to transforming the prov-
ince into a leading hub of
modern technology, digital
governance and information
technology (IT) develop-
ment. He was addressing a
seminar organized by UNV
and HOPETEK to show-
case their latest technologi-
cal solutions, innovative
products and advancements
in the IT sector.

The seminar provided
participants with an oppor-
tunity to explore modern
technologies,emerging
trends, innovative products

and new business opportu-
nities in the IT industry.

The provincial minis-
ter appreciated the efforts
of BMC Chief Executive
Of f ic e r ( CEO) , Usma n
Asghar and termed the or-
ganization of such events in
Lahore’s IT market a com-
mendable initiative. He said
bringing business leaders,
dealers and IT profession-
als together on a common
platform reflected a strong
commitment to collabora-
tion, partnership and keep-
ing pace with modern tech-
nological requirements.
Rana Muhammad Iqbal
Khan said that under the
leadership of Chief
Minister(CM) Maryam

Nawaz Sharif, the Punjab
government was focusing
on expanding digital ser-
vices, modernizing public
sector systems, equipping
young people with ad-
vanced technological skills
and creating a business-
friendly environment. He
said the growth of the IT
industry was not merely an
achievement for individual
businesses or organizations
but also an important con-
tributor to the country’s
overall economic develop-
ment. The minister ob-
served that the sector of-
fered immense potential for
generating employment op-
portunities for young
people.

LAHORE (APP): A 34-
member high-level delega-
tion of Bangladeshi civil
officers, currently partici-
pating in a training
programme at the National
School of Public Policy
(NSPP) Lahore, has lauded
the Punjab government’s
efforts for the preservation
of religious heritage, resto-
ration of historical sites,
renovation of shrines, and
promotion of Sufi tradi-
tions.

The delegation ex-
pressed these views during
its visit to the historic
Badshahi Mosque here on
Saturday. The members
also visited the mausoleum
of Allama Muhammad
Iqbal, offered Fateha, and
offered Asr prayers at the
mosque.

The visiting officers
toured the Sacred Relics
Gallery and Iqbal Hall at the
Badshahi Mosque, where
they were given a detailed
briefing on the preservation
of religious and historical
heritage, documentation of
antiquities, and the estab-
lishment of modern heritage

and picture galleries at vari-
ous shrines and historical
sites across Punjab.

The delegation was
also shown documentaries
highlighting the galleries es-
tablished at different
shrines, the preservation of
historical artefacts and sa-
cred relics, and the spiritual
and social contributions of
Sufi saints. Taking keen in-
terest in the displayed
artefacts, the members re-
corded their impressions in
the visitors’ comments reg-
ister.

The delegation par-
ticularly appreciated the
efforts of the Auqaf Depart-
ment, under the leadership
of Secretary and Chief Ad-
ministrator Auqaf Punjab
Dr Ehsan Bhutta, for the
preservation, restoration,
and renovation of shrines,
mosques, and other reli-
gious and historical sites
across the province.

They remarked that
religious and historical heri-
tage was an invaluable as-
set reflecting the
civilizational, spiritual, and
cultural identity of a nation.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of Chinese rep-
resentatives associated
with the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) on Saturday
visited the Health Services
Academy (HSA) to explore
opportunities for joint col-
laboration, academic ex-
change and research part-
nerships in the healthcare
sector.

During the visit, the
delegation discussed poten-

tial areas of mutual coop-
eration, with a particular
focus on strengthening in-
stitutional linkages, pro-
moting collaborative re-
search and sharing scientific
knowledge between Paki-
stan and China. The engage-
ment provided an opportu-
nity to explore new avenues
for bilateral cooperation in
public health, healthcare re-
search and capacity build-
ing under the framework .

MUREE: Former Vice Chancellor Rawalpindi Medi-
cal University (RMU), Prof. Dr.Muhammad Umar,
distributing certificates to the participants of the
World Diabetes Day 2026 event under the global
theme “Early Action on Diabetes” organized by
The Diabetes Centre (TDC).

LAHORE (APP): On the
directions of Chief Minis-
ter (CM) Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif,the provin-
cial government on Satur-
day decided to restore and
beautify historic buildings,
monuments and archaeo-
logical sites around
Lakshmi Chowk while pre-
serving their original archi-
tectural features.

In this regard,an im-
portant meeting was held at
Town Hall under the chair-
manship of Adviser to Chief
Minister Punjab Zeeshan
Malik, followed by a visit
to Lakshmi Chowk to re-
view the proposed restora-
tion and beautification
work. Deputy
Commissioner(DC) Lahore
Muhammad Ali Ejaz, Di-
rector General(DG) Lahore
Development Authority
(LDA) Tahir Farooq, Spe-

cial Secretary Local Gov-
ernment Syed Moosa Raza,
Chief Officer Metropolitan
Corporation Lahore
Kaleem Yousaf and other
officials attended the meet-
ing and accompanied the
adviser during the visit.

The meeting reviewed
the proposed facade uplift
of historic buildings on both
sides of the road, restora-
tion of archaeological struc-
tures and beautification of
the Orange Line Metro
Train bridge.

Zeeshan Malik di-
rected the authorities con-
cerned to ensure that the
original architectural fea-
tures of historic buildings
were preserved during res-
toration work.

He also directed them
to maintain uniformity in
facade uplift and ensure high
standards of beautification.
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QUETTA: Regional Head Federal Ombudsman Ghulam Sarwar Barohi
meeting with Chief Executive Officer QESCO Engineer Mirza Aizaz Baig
at QESCO Headquarters.

QUETTA: Vice Chairman BBoIT Bilal Khan Kakar and President QCCI
Ahmed Gul Kakar and others witnessing the signing MoU regarding Board
of Investment and Trade BITE.

QUETTA: Nasir Khan, Latif Muhammadhassni and Dr. Shazia addressing
during seminar organized by Population Welfare Department and UNFPA
regarding home based family planning.

QUETTA: Provincial President Pashtoonkhawa National Awami Party
Nasarullah Zeeray addressing party workers regarding 19th November
Shutter down strike.

Ensure timely completion of
judicial projects: Babar Khan
Communications and Works secretary reviews develop-
ment schemes, directs officials to accelerate construc-

tion, maintain quality and remove obstacles

UoG approves
academic calendars
for 2026 and 2027

Strict action against
environmental

polluters: Mullakhail

Political parties back
journalists’ protest against

layoffs, bureau closures
Parliamentary leaders pledge support for PFUJ-

BUJ demands, confirm participation in November
17 roundtable and two-day protest camp in Quetta

Modern dairy farming
can boost Pakistan’s
economy: Mohiuddin

Dairy farm executive urges government
to provide easy loans, technical training
and modern facilities to small farmers

Malik Sikandar

Political pressure
cannot silence JUI-F

No deductions from
BISP payments will
be tolerated: Maria

Balochistan to
become investment
hub: Bilal Kakar

BBoIT signs MoUs with leading chambers of
commerce to boost trade and investment ahead

of BITE 2026 in Quetta on November 18–19

Financial assistance
begins for persons with
disabilities in Lasbela

Sibi residents
demand action

against fuel
adulteration,

short measures
SIBI (ANN): Residents
of Sibi have expressed
serious concern over al-
leged shor t  measure-
ments and the sale of
adulterated petrol and
diesel at  Iranian mini
petrol pumps, demand-
ing immediate inspec-
tions and strict legal ac-
tion against those found
responsible.

According to resi-
dents, some mini petrol
pumps operating in the
city and surrounding ar-
eas are allegedly supply-
ing less fuel than the
quantity paid for, while
compla int s  have  also
emerged regarding the
quali ty of  pe t ro leum
products being sold.

They said consum-
ers were already strug-
gling with fluctuating fuel
prices, and alleged irregu-
larities in fuel measure-
ments and quality were
adding to their financial
burden.

Cit izens c la imed
that inadequate inspec-
tions and weak regula-
tory oversight  had al-
lowed such practices to
continue, affecting con-
sumer rights and causing
financial losses.

They further alleged
that occasional inspec-
tions and minor fines had
fai led to  prevent  re -
peated violations.

Res ident s urged
Deputy Commissioner
Sibi, the assistant com-
missioner and other rel-
evant authorities to con-
duct regular inspections
of mini petrol pumps,
verify dispensing mea-
surements and test the
quality of petrol and die-
sel being sold.

They demanded
strict action under the
law against  opera tors
found involved in short
measurements, fuel adul-
teration or other viola-
tions. Citizens also called
for a permanent monitor-
ing mechanism to ensure
fair fuel sales, protect
consumers and prevent
further  i r regular i t ies
across Sibi district.

Rising flour
prices hit Quetta
residents hard

QUETTA (ANN): Rising
flour prices in Quetta have
added to the financial dif-
ficulties of residents, par-
ticularly low-income and
middle-class families,
prompting calls for imme-
diate government inter-
vention to control prices
and ensure the availability
of affordable flour. Resi-
dents across the provin-
cial capital said increasing
electricity, gas and essen-
t ial commodity costs ,
coupled with higher flour
prices, had made it in-
creasingly diff icult  to
manage household bud-
gets.

They said daily wage
earners, laborers and low-
income families were
among the worst affected,
with many struggling to
meet basic food require-
ments. Citizens expressed
concern that the prices of
essent ial commodit ies
continued to rise while
household incomes re-
mained largely unchanged,
placing additional pres-
sure on families already
facing financial hardship.

Residents urged the
Balochistan government,
district administration and
Food Department  to
strengthen market moni-
toring, ensure compliance
with officially prescribed
prices and take legal action
against hoarding and
profiteering.

They also demanded
an effective subsidized
flour distribution system
to provide immediate re-
lief to vulnerable house-
holds.

Cit izens  empha-
sized that affordable ac-
cess to flour, a basic food
necessity, must be en-
sured to protect families
from the growing burden
of inflation.

Dry weather
forecast
across

Balochistan
QUETTA (ANN): The
Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department
has forecast dry
weather across
most districts of
Balochistan over
the next 24 hours,
while cold and
strong winds are
expected in the
province’s northern
areas.

According to the
Met Office, the
maximum tem-
perature was re-
corded at 20 de-
grees Celsius in
Quetta and Kalat,
while Ziarat regis-
tered 19 degrees
Celsius.

In the coastal
areas, Gwadar and
Jiwani recorded
maximum tem-
peratures of 31 de-
grees Celsius each.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Turbat recorded a
maximum tem-
perature of 33 de-
grees Celsius, fol-
lowed by Sibi at 32
degrees Celsius
and Nokundi at 30
degrees Celsius.

The Meteoro-
logical Department
said dry conditions
would prevail
across most parts
of the  province,
with colder and
windy weather ex-
pected in northern
districts.

Increased demand for gas heater repairs in
Quetta’s Suraj Ganj Bazar amid winter season.

QUETTA ( 6  AM Re-
port): Balochistan Secre-
ta ry f or  Communic a-
tions and Works Babar
Khan has directed offi-
cials to ensure the timely
completion of ongoing
ju dic ia l  deve lo pme nt
projects across the prov-
ince  without  compro-
mis ing  con s t r uc t ion
quality. Chairing a re-
view meet ing on  t he
progress of judicial de-
velopment schemes, the
secre ta ry emphas ized
the need to accelerate
construction activities,
strengthen monitoring
and prompt ly resolve
ob s tac les  a f f ec t ing
project completion.

The meeting was at-
tended by chief engineers,

superintending engineers
and executive engineers
of the Building Division.

During the meeting,
executive engineers pre-
sented detailed briefings
on their  respect ive
projects ,  highlight ing
construct ion progress,
the pace of work and cur-
rent implementation sta-
tus.

Babar Khan said ju-
dic ial infras tructure
projects required special
attention because of their
institutional importance,
stressing that construc-
tion activities must be ex-
pedited to achieve targets
within the prescribed
timelines.

He directed relevant
engineers and officials to

maintain continuous su-
pervision, ensure compli-
ance with construction
standards and address is-
sues causing unnecessary
delays.

The secretary also
emphasized effective co-
ordination among engi-
neering teams and con-
cerned departments to
improve efficiency and
ensure smooth project ex-
ecution.

He instructed all re-
sponsible officers to ful-
fill their duties diligently,
maintaining a balance be-
tween construction speed
and quality to ensure the
timely completion of ju-
dic ial deve lopment
schemes  across
Balochistan.

USTA MUHAMMAD (6
AM Report): Assistant
Commissioner Usta
Muhammad Maria
Shamoon has warned that
illegal deductions, unautho-
rized fees or corruption in
payments under the
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) will not
be tolerated, directing offi-
cials to ensure transparent
disbursement of financial
assistance to deserving
women.

On the special instruc-
tions of Deputy Commis-
sioner Muhammad Ramzan
Palal, the assistant commis-
sioner visited various BISP
payment centers to inspect
disbursement procedures,
transparency and arrange-
ments for beneficiaries.

During the inspec-
tions, she interacted di-
rectly with women receiv-
ing financial assistance and
inquired whether they were
being paid the full Rs14,200
without deductions. She
also sought information
about unnecessary delays,

long waiting periods and
other difficulties faced by
beneficiaries.

Maria Shamoon di-
rected payment agents and
relevant staff to ensure that
every eligible woman re-
ceived her full entitlement
without unauthorized
charges.

She warned that com-
plaints of illegal deductions
or additional fee collection
would be taken seriously,
and those found respon-
sible would face strict legal
and departmental action.

The assistant com-
missioner also instructed
officials to resolve benefi-
ciaries’ complaints
promptly and remove un-
necessary obstacles in the
payment process.

She said the district
administration would con-
tinue monitoring BISP
payment centers to ensure
transparency, protect ben-
eficiaries’ rights and facili-
tate the smooth delivery of
financial assistance to de-
serving women.

QUETTA (ANN): Chief
Executive of Mohiuddin
Dairy Farm House and
businessman Chaudhry
Raza Mohiuddin has said
that modern dairy farming
can increase milk produc-
tion, improve farmers’ in-
comes and contribute sig-
nificantly to Pakistan’s eco-
nomic growth.

Speaking to journal-
ists, he urged the govern-
ment to introduce affordable
financing schemes, techni-
cal training programs and
essential support facilities
for small dairy farmers to
help modernize the sector.

Mohiuddin said Paki-
stan had considerable po-
tential for dairy develop-
ment, but greater invest-
ment in modern technology,
improved livestock breeds,
balanced animal nutrition
and scientific farming prac-
tices was essential to in-
crease productivity.

He expressed concern
over rising costs of animal
feed, veterinary medicines,
healthcare and other farm-
ing inputs, saying small
dairy operators were strug-
gling to sustain and expand
their businesses.

He called for a com-
prehensive government
policy to support dairy
farmers through technical
guidance, improved breed-
ing practices and access to
modern farming equipment.

Mohiuddin said better
livestock management,
quality feed and proper
animal care could reduce
production costs, improve
profitability and help meet
the country’s growing de-
mand for milk. He empha-
sized that easy loans and
government-backed training
initiatives would enable
small farmers to adopt mod-
ern techniques and improve
their financial stability.

QUETTA (6 AM Report):
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment and Trade
(BBoIT) Vice Chairman
Bilal Khan Kakar has said
that efforts are underway
to transform Balochistan
into a hub for domestic and
international investment by
promoting business oppor-
tunities and strengthening
private-sector cooperation.

Speaking at ceremo-
nies marking the signing of
memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) with vari-
ous business organizations,
Kakar said the initiatives
were aligned with Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti’s vision for economic
development.

The MoUs were
signed with the Quetta
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Quetta Chamber
of Small Industries, Women
Chamber of Commerce and
Pakistan-Iran Joint Cham-
ber of Commerce to
strengthen business ties,
expand cooperation and
promote investment.

Kakar said the
Balochistan Investment and
Trade Expo (BITE 2026),
scheduled for November
18–19 in Quetta, would
provide an important plat-
form to showcase the
province’s investment po-
tential and commercial op-
portunities.

He said the chambers
had been engaged as part-
ners to ensure active par-
ticipation by the business
community.

Highlighting opportu-
nities in minerals, agricul-
ture, livestock, fisheries,
energy and tourism, Kakar
said BBoIT was working
with private investors and
relevant institutions to con-
vert the province’s eco-
nomic potential into prac-
tical investments. He added
that the agreements would
help strengthen links among
local industrialists, traders
and investors while facili-
tating access for
Balochistan’s products to
national and international
markets.

UTHAL (6 AM Report):
The Balochistan govern-
ment has started providing
financial assistance to per-
sons with disabilities in
Lasbela district under the
Kumak Program, with 20
eligible beneficiaries receiv-
ing their first installments
and arrangements under-
way to distribute motor-
ized tricycles to approxi-
mately 11 individuals.

According to the So-
cial Welfare Department,
the program provides fi-
nancial assistance of
Rs8,000 to eligible adults
with disabilities and
Rs6,000 to children to
help meet their daily needs
and ease financial difficul-
ties.

Officials said approxi-
mately 180 applications
had been received from
across Lasbela, of which 20
beneficiaries were selected
for assistance in the first

phase. Other eligible appli-
cants are expected to ben-
efit in subsequent phases.

The provision of mo-
torized tricycles to 11 per-
sons with disabilities is also
underway to improve mo-
bility and reduce depen-
dence on others for daily
activities.

Social Welfare Officer
Lasbela Abdul Samad
Roonjho, Muhammad
Ismail, Aqeel Qamar, Social
Welfare Officer Bela Khalid
Pervez, Pervez Sheikh and
Shabbir Roonjho assisted
with registration, documen-
tation and application pro-
cessing.

Kumak Program Di-
rector  Munir  Ahmed
Qambrani and Additional
Deputy Commissioner
General Siraj  Ahmed
Baloch also supported the
program’s implementation
and coordination in the
district.

GWADAR (UNA): The
University of Gwadar’s
12th Academic Council has
approved the academic cal-
endars for 2026 and 2027,
endorsed decisions of vari-
ous Boards of Studies and
approved the Graduate
Studies Office logo as part
of efforts to strengthen aca-
demic planning and institu-
tional development.

The meeting, chaired
by Vice Chancellor Profes-
sor Dr. Abdul Razzaq Sabir
at the Pak-China Technical
and Vocational Institute,
reviewed key academic, re-
search and administrative
matters. Addressing the
council, Dr. Sabir said im-
proving educational stan-
dards, promoting research
and modernizing teaching
practices remained the
university’s top priorities.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of collective efforts
by faculty members and
academic bodies to achieve
these objectives.

The council ratified

the minutes of its 11th
meeting held on May 11,
2026, and reviewed
progress on previous deci-
sions. It also considered the
nomination of qualified fac-
ulty members to the Ad-
vanced Studies and Re-
search Board (ASRB) and
approved faculty nomina-
tions for the third Boards
of Faculty of Sciences, En-
gineering and Technology,
and Management Sciences,
Commerce and Social Sci-
ences.

The council endorsed
minutes of the Boards of
Studies meetings of the
Education, Computer Sci-
ence, Zoology and Econom-
ics departments, covering
curriculum development and
academic improvements. Dr.
Sabir appreciated ongoing
efforts to strengthen higher
education and research, urg-
ing department heads and
faculty members to maintain
academic standards and con-
tribute to institutional
progress.

QUETTA (6 AM Re-
port): Balochistan Ad-
viser on Environment and
Climate Change Naseem-
ur-Rehman Khan
Mullakhail has said that
environmental protection
laws will be strictly en-
forced across the prov-
ince, with legal action
against violators and ef-
fective implementation of
the ban on single-use plas-
tics and shopping bags.

Speaking to various
delegations at his office,
Mullakhail described en-
vironmental pollution as
a serious and growing
threat to present and fu-
ture generations, stressing
the need for urgent and
comprehensive measures.

He said the provin-
cial government was pri-
oritizing environmental
protect ion and would
launch a province-wide
tree plantation campaign
to mitigate pollution and
the effects of  climate
change, encouraging ac-
tive participation by citi-
zens, particularly young

people. The adviser said
industrial units and fac-
tories would be required
to adopt environmentally
friendly technologies to
prevent the unsafe dis-
charge of toxic emissions
and industrial waste. He
warned that those respon-
sible for polluting air,
water and land would face
legal action under envi-
ronmenta l protect ion
laws, adding that negli-
gence would not be toler-
ated.

Mullakhail empha-
sized that maintaining a
clean and green environ-
ment was a shared respon-
sibility of the government
and citizens. He urged the
public to reduce unneces-
sary plastic use and par-
ticipate in environmental
conservation activities.

During the meetings,
delegation members high-
lighted problems affect-
ing their respective areas,
and the adviser assured
them that efforts would
be made to resolve their
concerns promptly.

QUETTA (ANN): Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F)
Central Joint Secretary and
former Balochistan Assem-
bly Speaker Malik Sikandar
Khan Advocate has said that
political pressure, alleged
victimization and undemo-
cratic tactics cannot force
his party to abandon its
principled political stance.

Speaking to party lead-
ers, he alleged that the gov-
ernment was using various
measures to pressure JUI-
F leaders and workers, in-
cluding reopening cases dat-
ing back five to ten years
and issuing fresh notices.

He described these ac-
tions as politically moti-
vated and condemned what
he termed attempts to in-
timidate political oppo-
nents through administra-
tive proceedings.

Malik Sikandar said
JUI-F was closely monitor-
ing the changing political
situation and remained pre-
pared to respond through

constitutional, democratic
and political means. He an-
nounced that, on the instruc-
tions of the party’s central
leadership, organizational
visits to various districts of
Balochistan would begin on
November 17. The visits
will include meetings with
party workers, reviews of
organizational affairs and
consultations on the prevail-
ing political situation to
strengthen party structures
and formulate future strate-
gies.

The former speaker
said JUI-F remained com-
mitted to constitutional su-
premacy, parliamentary
democracy and the protec-
tion of public rights. He
added that consultations
between the party’s central
and provincial leadership
were continuing, reaffirm-
ing that JUI-F would main-
tain its political position
through organizational dis-
cipline, democratic engage-
ment and public support.

QUETTA (ANN): Parlia-
mentary leaders of various
political parties in
Balochistan have expressed
support for the Pakistan
Federal Union of Journal-
ists (PFUJ) and Balochistan
Union of Journalists (BUJ)
over alleged forced layoffs,
closure of television bureau
offices and cases registered
against journalists under the
Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act (PECA).

The leaders also as-
sured their participation in
a roundtable conference
scheduled for November 17
at the Quetta Press Club,
followed by a two-day pro-
test camp.

As part of an aware-
ness campaign, a joint del-
egation of BUJ and the
Quetta Press Club met par-
liamentary leaders at the
Balochistan Assembly on
Friday to highlight journal-
ists’ employment concerns,
professional challenges and
demands for press freedom.

The delegation was
led by BUJ President
Manzoor Ahmed Rind and
Quetta Press Club Presi-
dent Irfan Saeed. PFUJ Se-
nior Vice President Noor
Elahi Bugti, BUJ General
Secretary Shah Hussain
Tareen, Saleem Shahid,
Jalaluddin Noorzai and Fi-
nance Secretary Ismat
Aman Sumalani also partici-
pated.

The delegation held
separate meetings with Na-
tional Party chief and
former chief minister Dr.

Abdul Malik Baloch, BNP-
Awami chief Mir Asadullah
Baloch, Deputy Speaker
Ghazala Gola, Jamaat-e-
Islami Balochistan chief
Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rehman Baloch, PML-N
parliamentary leader and
Provincial Minister Mir
Saleem Khosa, and PPP
leader and Health Minister
Bakht Muhammad Kakar.

Journalists’ represen-
tatives expressed concern
over job insecurity, alleged
forced dismissals and the
closure of television bureau
offices in Balochistan, say-
ing these developments
were affecting media opera-
tions and journalists’ liveli-
hoods.

They also raised ob-
jections to cases filed
against journalists under
PECA and urged political
parties to support press
freedom, employment pro-
tection and professional
rights.

The delegation pre-
sented the PFUJ-BUJ char-
ter of demands and invited
parliamentary leaders to the
November 17 roundtable to
discuss media closures, job
security and challenges fac-
ing the journalism profes-
sion.

According to the jour-
nalists’ representatives, the
parliamentary leaders en-
dorsed their demands and
assured participation in the
roundtable conference and
subsequent two-day pro-
test camp outside the
Quetta Press Club.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambassador to Turkmenistan, Dr. Faryal
Leghari, calling on the Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

BAHAWALPUR: Chairman of the Central Ruet-e-Hilal Committee and
Khatib of Baadshahi Masjid, Maulana Abdul Khabeer Azad addressing the
Paigham-e-Pakistan Peace Conference.

HUNZA: Following the first snowfall of the winter
season in the earthquake affected Chipursan Val-
ley of Hunza, local families in the valley are living
in tents and continuing their daily lives despite the
harsh and freezing weather conditions.

New provinces not anyone’s
wish but Pakistan’s need: Kamal

Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan Emir Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman addresses Khadija-
tul-Kubra Exhibition in Lahore.

Noor Dummar
Accelerate road

construction in Ziarat
Provincial minister directs speedy construction

and rehabilitation of roads under Ziarat Develop-
ment Project to improve transportation facilities

Mir Saleem Khosa
No compromise on

development quality
Balochistan communications minister stresses
transparency, timely completion and improved

road infrastructure to benefit remote areas

Dialogue Essential
for Balochistan’s

Peace: Kakar
Former caretaker PM urges youth to pursue

education and reject violence; Fawad Chaudhry
calls for political solutions, Zahid Mahmood

stresses dialogue at book launch

QUETTA  (6 AM Report):
Former caretaker Prime
Minister and Senator
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar has
said that resolving
Balochistan’s challenges re-
quires stronger relations
between the state and its
citizens, mutual respect
and recognition of rights
and responsibilities.

Addressing the launch
of Babar Yousafzai’s book
Chiragh-e-Rah, Kakar urged
young political activists to
pursue knowledge, develop
their abilities and create op-
portunities for themselves.
He said the state was re-
sponsible for citizens’ eco-
nomic well-being and secu-
rity, while citizens must
also fulfill their responsibili-
ties.

He emphasized
strengthening national
unity beyond ethnic iden-
tities and encouraged young
people to set ambitious
goals. Criticizing the violent
narratives of the BLA and
TTP, he condemned the glo-
rification of suicide attacks
and called for responsible
political discourse.

Former federal minis-
ter Fawad Chaudhry said
Balochistan’s problems
could not be resolved
through military measures
alone and required meaning-
ful political engagement.
Acknowledging past mis-
takes at the federal level, he

stressed the need for dia-
logue, political leadership
and an understanding of the
province’s historical and
regional circumstances.

Chaudhry also appre-
ciated the book’s discussion
of artificial intelligence and
its ethical implications,
suggesting that it be intro-
duced in schools across
Balochistan.

Retired Major General
Zahid Mahmood said poli-
ticians, the military and
bureaucracy had made mis-
takes in the past, but the
focus should now be on
solutions rather than
blame. He maintained that
sustainable peace required
negotiations and meaning-
ful participation by
Balochistan’s people, in-
cluding ordinary citizens.

He urged greater in-
vestment in youth educa-
tion, guidance and construc-
tive opportunities to
counter frustration and vio-
lent influences, describing
the 95-page book as a use-
ful initiative.

Author Babar
Yousafzai said Chiragh-e-
Rah aimed to inspire young
people through education,
positive thinking and guid-
ance drawn from Islamic
teachings and traditional
wisdom. He encouraged
youth to reject negativity
and contribute to Pakistan’s
development.

KARACHI (INP): Federal
Health Minister Mustafa
Kamal on Friday said that
the creation of new, smaller
provinces wasn’t anyone’s
wish but “Pakistan’s need,”
adding that the creation of
new provinces had “be-
come indispensable to save
and run the state.”

The remarks came a
day after Minister for Par-
liamentary Affairs Tariq
Fazal Chaudhry said that
Parliament and the provin-
cial assemblies could not be
“bypassed or negated” on
the question of making new
provinces through a refer-
endum to determine the
public will.

Chaudhry made the
remarks in the wake of In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi’s renewed call for a
referendum on the creation
of new provinces, saying
the people should have the
final say on the matter,
while making it clear that
no such initiative would
move forward without the
consent of all allied parties
in the ruling coalition.

Speaking at the inau-
guration of a regional office
of the Allied Health Profes-
sionals Council in Karachi,

Kamal noted that Punjab
was a bigger province than
180 countries of the world,
Sindh was bigger than 175
countries, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) bigger
than 162 and Balochistan
bigger than 185.

“In a divisible pool,
57.5% of the money gets
parked with the provinces,”
the minister added, saying
that this year, Rs8.84 tril-
lion had been received by
the four provinces “but the
money is not reaching down
to the village level.”

The biggest problem,
Kamal said, was that the
provinces had not devolved
downwards.

The minister further
argued that the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) “cannot pull Paki-
stan out of this economic
quagmire, Karachi can,”
stating that the city was
“Pakistan’s revenue engine”
but that not even 10% of
its potential had yet been
tapped. “When a family
grows, a new room has to
be built; that does not break
up the home,” Kamal
stated. Earlier this month,
Kamal had reiterated his
support for the creation of

new provinces, saying Pa-
kistan couldn’t be governed
under the existing adminis-
trative model and that the
creation of new administra-
tive units had become in-
evitable.

The minister had
stated that he had reached
the conclusion, after years
of struggle, that raising com-
plaints about Karachi had
become futile as nobody
seemed to care.

“The people of
Karachi earn and contrib-
ute, yet they still have to
beg the federal government
for their rights,” he said,
adding that the federal bu-
reaucracy in Islamabad was
displeased with the pres-
ence of Karachiites.

“I honestly believe the
existing government system
cannot work. The longer
we delay the creation of
new administrative units,
the greater the damage will
be,” he said, adding that the
issue was now being taken
seriously, which was why
opponents had adopted a
harsher tone. The remarks
followed those by Kamal in
August, calling for the cre-
ation of new administrative
units in the country.

ZIARAT (6 AM Report):
Balochistan Provincial
Minister for CMD and
Chairman of the
Balochistan Food Author-
ity Haji Noor Muhammad
Khan Dummar has empha-
sized the need to accelerate
road construction and reha-
bilitation projects in Ziarat
district to improve trans-
portation facilities and
strengthen local infrastruc-
ture.

The minister said the
provincial government was
giving special attention to
development schemes
aimed at improving road
connectivity and providing
essential facilities to resi-
dents.

On his instructions,
construction, repair and re-

habilitation work on vari-
ous roads is underway un-
der the Ziarat Development
Project, with efforts fo-
cused on improving trans-
portation networks and re-
ducing difficulties faced by
commuters.

Dummar said better
road infrastructure would
not only facilitate travel for
local communities but also
strengthen connectivity be-
tween different areas, pro-
moting economic and social
activities.

He reaffirmed his com-
mitment to improving ba-
sic facilities across Ziarat
district, emphasizing that
development initiatives
must address public needs
and deliver tangible benefits
to residents.

QUETTA (ANN):
Balochistan Minister for
Communications and
Works Mir Saleem Khosa
has said that no compro-
mise will be made on the
quality, transparency or
timely completion of devel-
opment projects, directing
officials to ensure effective
monitoring and accountabil-
ity for negligence.

Speaking on develop-
ment priorities, the minis-
ter said improving basic in-
frastructure, addressing
public grievances and ensur-
ing sustainable develop-
ment remained key priori-
ties of the provincial gov-
ernment.

Khosa emphasized
tha t  th e  Communica-
t ions  and Wor ks  De-
partment played a vital
role in Balochistan’s de-
ve lop men t ,  a s  b e t t e r
roads and quality infra-
s t ruc t ure  wou ld  im-
prove  t rans por ta t ion ,

t r ade ,  ed uca t io n ,
healthcare access and
economic opportunities.

He said development
schemes must be planned
according to public needs,
particularly in remote dis-
tricts, to ensure that avail-
able resources deliver maxi-
mum benefits to communi-
ties.

The minister directed
relevant officials to regu-
larly inspect construction
work, maintain technical
standards and prevent un-
necessary delays. He
warned that negligence or
failure to fulfill responsibili-
ties would lead to account-
ability.

Khosa said improved
road networks would
strengthen connectivity
between remote commu-
nities and urban centers,
facilitate agricultural
transportation to markets
and encourage business
activities.

Peace, public prosperity,
dev. in KP top agenda

of PML-N: Amir Muqam

President commends
security forces for

eliminating Khawarij
PM reiterates resolve to eliminate

externally sponsored terrorism

DPM/FM Dar
to chair 30th

ECO-CFMs in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar will
chair the 30th meeting of
the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) Coun-
cil of Ministers to be held
in Islamabad on 15-16 No-
vember.

The meeting will be
attended by the foreign
ministers and heads of del-
egations of ECO Member
States, along with represen-
tatives of the ECO Secre-
tariat and its subsidiary
bodies, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a
press release.

The Ministerial Meet-
ing will be preceded by the
Meeting of Senior Officials
(SOM) of ECO Member
States, which will review
the activities and
programmes of the Organi-
zation, assess the work of
its subsidiary bodies, and
finalize the agenda and draft
outcome documents for
consideration by the min-
isters during COM. “As
Chair of the ECO for 2026-
2027, Pakistan will seek to
advance the Organization’s
objectives under the theme
‘Reviving Regionalism for
a Resilient ECO’.

Pakistan to
participate

in SCO
Civilisational
Dialogue in
New Delhi

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Government of Pakistan
has decided to take part in
the SCO Civilisational Dia-
logue to be held in New
Delhi from 20 to 22 No-
vember 2026. Whereas the
government has nominated
Dr Musadik Masood
Malik, Federal Minister for
Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination, to
represent Pakistan at the
SCO Civilisational Dialogue.
The event will bring together
representatives from SCO
member states to exchange
views on issues related to
civilisational dialogue and
cultural understanding.

The Government of
Pakistan remains commit-
ted to promoting dialogue
among civilisations and fos-
tering people-to-people
contacts within the SCO
framework in a spirit of
mutual respect.

DPM/FM reviews
preparations
for Pakistan,

Turkmenistan JIC
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister/
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, on
Saturday, chaired an inter-
ministerial meeting to re-
view preparations for the
upcoming session of the
Pakistan–Turkmenistan
Joint Intergovernmental
Commission (JIC).

The DPM/FM would
co-chair JIC with the For-
eign Minister of
Turkmenistan.

The meeting reviewed
the proposed agenda, bilat-
eral agreements and admin-
istrative arrangements, the
Foreign Office Spokesper-
son said in a press release.
The meeting was attended
by the Foreign Secretary,
Secretary, Economic Affairs
Division, Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to Turkmenistan.

SWABI (APP): Federal
Minister for Kashmir Af-
fairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON and Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa President
Engineer Amir Muqam here
Saturday said that the sole
agenda of his party in the
province is to establish
peace, ensure public pros-
perity and accelerate devel-
opment.

He maintained that the
time has come for account-
ability of elements involved
in alleged financial irregulari-
ties during the previous 13
years of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) rule.

Addressing a large
public gathering at Aman
Chowk here, he said the
people of Swabi had dem-
onstrated remarkable affec-
tion and confidence by turn-
ing out in large numbers
despite the short notice,
which was a matter of pride
for him.

He said the massive
public participation was a
clear expression of
people’s reaction against
the previous 13-year PTI
government. Amir Muqam
said the government’s pri-
ority in KP was to restore
peace, promote public
welfare and ensure provin-
cial development.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali Zardari,
on Saturday, commended
the security forces for
eliminating 16 Khawarij
during a successful secu-
rity operation in North
Waziristan. The president
said the nation saluted its
brave sons and that the
sacrif ices of  Havaldar
Asmat Ali and Naik Aftab
Ali, who embraced martyr-
dom in North Waziristan,
would always be remem-
bered.

He reiterated that
successful operations un-
der ‘Azm-e-Istehkam’
against terrorists, backed
by foreign sponsorship,
will continue with full
force till the elimination of
last terrorist , the
President’s Secretariat
Media Wing said in a press
release. The Indian-spon-
sored network of ‘Fitna
al-Hindustan’ terrorists
was handed an exemplary
defeat  in North
Waziristan, he added.

Akhtar Mengal,
Raja Nasir seek to
join KP 3-MPO
detention case

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Sardar Akhtar Mengal and
Senator Raja Nasir Abbas
have separately filed mis-
cellaneous applications in
the Federal Constitutional
Court seeking to become
parties to a case challeng-
ing detentions under Sec-
tion 3 of the Maintenance
of Public Order (MPO) in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
They have asked the court
to amend and recall its No-
vember 5, 2026 order.

The applicants have
requested permission to
join the case, present argu-
ments and submit written
submissions. According to
the applications, the presi-
dent imposed an emergency
and governor’s rule in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
October 11, 2026, under
Articles 232 and 234 of the
Constitution. The measures
have been challenged in the
Peshawar High Court.

The applicants say
district administrations
conducted raids against
PTI’s political leaders and
workers under Section 3 of
the MPO, following which
arrested and affected indi-
viduals approached the
Peshawar High Court.

Pak urges UN
action to secure

Gulf waterways &
shield vulnerable

economies
UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Warning of severe
economic fallout for vulner-
able nations, Pakistan has
called on the UN Security
Council to end all military
provocations in the Gulf
and safeguard commercial
navigation through the
region’s vital waterways.

“Disruption of com-
mercial shipping and at-
tacks on merchant vessels
both in Bab-Al-Mandab
and the Strait of Hormuz
have underscored that cri-
ses at sea have grave impli-
cations for the continent
and countries,” Ambassa-
dor Syed Haider Shah, per-
manent representative of
Pakistan to the UN, told the
15-member Council.

Bahrain convened
the Council meeting to
discuss escalating ten-
sions in the Gulf region and
growing threats to mari-
time security.

The Pakistani envoy
warned that volatility in
these waterways has
driven up energy prices
and heightened the risk of
global food insecurity, dis-
proportionately hurting
developing economies. He
stressed that commercial
shipping must be pro-
tected and humanitarian
supplies allowed to reach
those in need.


